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Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-
session help, visit ministrygrid.com/gospelproject.

Use Week of:

INTRODUCE THE STORY 
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 74

TEACH THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 76

APPLY THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 82

Unit 16 • Session 4

Unit 16 • Session 4

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
Daniel 7

STORY POINT: 
God is the eternal King who 

judges the nations.

KEY PASSAGE:  
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
Why do we pray? We pray because we 
trust God, and we know He hears us.

Daniel’s Dream
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Use Week of:
LEADER Bible Study
Daniel 7 is considered one of the most important chapters in the Old 
Testament. This chapter and the chapters that follow describe a series of 
visions and prophecies about the future of God’s people. This message 
gave hope to God’s people in captivity.

Today’s Bible story takes place in the first year of King Belshazzar’s reign. 
(Dan. 7:1) Belshazzar was the son of King Nebuchadnezzar. Daniel 
encountered Belshazzar in chapter 5. Daniel was about 82 years old when 
he was thrown into the lions’ den; chapter 7 rewinds the clock to tell of a 
dream Daniel had when he was about 67.

In a vision parallel to Daniel 2, Daniel saw four beasts. Each beast 
represented an earthly kingdom. The first creature was like a lion but had 
eagle’s wings. This creature represented the kingdom of Babylon. The 
second creature was like a bear, and it had ribs in its mouth. This creature 
represented the kingdom of the Medes and Persians. The third creature 
was like a leopard with four wings on its back and four heads. This 
creature represented the kingdom of Greece. Finally, the fourth creature 
was strong and destructive. It had 10 horns, and this creature represented 
the kingdom of Rome.

Then Daniel saw God—the Ancient of Days—sitting on His throne. 
Daniel watched as God killed the fourth creature and took away the 
power of the others. As complicated as it may be, Daniel’s vision reveals an 
ultimate reality: “These huge beasts … are four kings who will rise from 
the earth. But the holy ones of the Most High will receive the kingdom 
and possess it forever” (Dan. 7:17-18).

Emphasize to the kids you teach that they will see all sorts of rulers and 
powers and authorities in the world, but the Bible is clear: God is ruling 
over them all. The kingdoms of earth will last for a short time, and the 
kingdom of Jesus will come and last forever.
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Daniel’s Dream
Daniel 7

In the first year that Belshazzar (bel SHAZ uhr) was the king 
of Babylon, Daniel had a dream. In the dream, Daniel saw a big 
windstorm on the sea. Four big creatures came up from the sea, each 

different from the others. Daniel had never seen animals 
like these before.

The first creature was like a lion, 
but it had wings like an eagle. The 

second creature was like a bear. 
It had three ribs in its mouth. 

The third creature was like 
a leopard, but it had four 
wings on its back and four 
heads. The fourth creature 
was strong and scary; it had 
large teeth made of iron and 
destroyed everything in its 
path. This fourth creature had 
10 horns.

Then Daniel saw a place in 
heaven with thrones. God sat 

down on a throne to judge the 
creatures. His hair and clothing were 

white like snow and His throne was like 
fire. God took away the creatures’ power. 

God allowed the first three creatures to live for 
a little while, but the creature with horns was killed.

Suddenly, the Son of Man came. God gave Him power to rule 
over everything. He was the king, and people of every nation and 
language served Him. His kingdom would last forever; it would 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Display art: 
Show the Bible story 
picture and point to 
each creature from 
Daniel’s dream as 
you describe it in the 
story.

• Listen and draw: 
Provide paper and 
colored pencils for 
kids to illustrate the 
story as they listen. 
Challenge them to 
imagine what each 
creature looked like.

The BIBLE Story
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Daniel’s Dream
Daniel 7

In the first year that Belshazzar (bel SHAZ uhr) was the king 
of Babylon, Daniel had a dream. In the dream, Daniel saw a big 
windstorm on the sea. Four big creatures came up from the sea, each 

different from the others. Daniel had never seen animals 
like these before.

The first creature was like a lion, 
but it had wings like an eagle. The 

second creature was like a bear. 
It had three ribs in its mouth. 

The third creature was like 
a leopard, but it had four 
wings on its back and four 
heads. The fourth creature 
was strong and scary; it had 
large teeth made of iron and 
destroyed everything in its 
path. This fourth creature had 
10 horns.

Then Daniel saw a place in 
heaven with thrones. God sat 

down on a throne to judge the 
creatures. His hair and clothing were 

white like snow and His throne was like 
fire. God took away the creatures’ power. 

God allowed the first three creatures to live for 
a little while, but the creature with horns was killed.

Suddenly, the Son of Man came. God gave Him power to rule 
over everything. He was the king, and people of every nation and 
language served Him. His kingdom would last forever; it would 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Display art: 
Show the Bible story 
picture and point to 
each creature from 
Daniel’s dream as 
you describe it in the 
story.

• Listen and draw: 
Provide paper and 
colored pencils for 
kids to illustrate the 
story as they listen. 
Challenge them to 
imagine what each 
creature looked like.

never be destroyed.
Daniel was frightened by his dream, but God gave 

Daniel the ability to understand what the dreams meant. 
The four creatures were four kings who ruled on earth. 
Their rule would not last forever. God would give His 
people the kingdom forever and ever.

Daniel did not tell anyone about his dream, but he 
wrote down everything he saw.

Christ Connection: Jesus is King over all things. God allows 
people to rule for a short time, but one day Jesus will return 
and set up His perfect kingdom. Everyone who trusts in Jesus 
will be welcomed into His kingdom, and His kingdom will last 
forever.
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Daniel’s Dream
BIBLE PASSAGE: Daniel 7
STORY POINT: God is the eternal King who judges the nations.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why do we pray? We pray because we trust God, 

and we know He hears us.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. Prompt kids to share about the 
silliest or most surprising dream they have ever had.

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete “How Long Does It Last?” on the 
activity page. Kids will look at the objects in the chart and 
take their best guess on how long each would last.
SAY • Almost everything has a beginning and an end, a 

certain amount of time it will last. But today I am 
going to share with you about the King who will rule 
forever! His kingdom will never end. 

Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: The perfect kingdom
Kids will sit in a circle. The first kid will say, “If I were king, 
I would … ” and then give a short answer to fill in the 
blank. For example, a kid could say, “If I were king, I would 
build a huge playground for the kingdom.”

The next kid gives his answer to fill in the blank, but 

• “How Long Does It 
Last?” activity page, 
1 per kid

• pencils or markers
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must also say the first kid’s answer. (“If I were king, I would 
have candy for every meal and build a playground for the 
kingdom.”)

Kids will continue around the circle until everyone gets a 
chance to share what he would do if he were king.
SAY • Many kings have ruled on the earth, but no king 

has been perfect. They have all made bad decisions. 
Every king reigns for a while, and then his reign 
ends. Today we are going to learn about the only 
eternal King who will one day set up His perfect 
kingdom and reign forever. 

OPTION 2: Draw a dream
Direct kids to think about the best, most exciting, or most 
memorable dream they have ever had. Provide paper and 
markers, crayons, or colored pencils and invite kids to draw 
pictures of their dream. If kids cannot think of an actual 
dream they have had, encourage them to illustrate a dream 
they would like to have. As time allows, let kids share their 
drawings with the group. 
SAY • You all drew some really interesting dreams! Did 

you know that several stories in the Bible are about 
God’s speaking to people through dreams? Can you 
think of any? (Joseph in Gen. 37; Pharaoh in Gen. 41; 
Solomon in 1 Kings 3; Mary’s husband, Joseph, in 
Matt. 2; Nebuchadnezzar in Daniel 4; and so on) 

A couple weeks ago, we heard the story of how 
God talked to King Nebuchadnezzar through a 
dream. Today we will hear about an important 
message God told Daniel through a dream.

Transition to teach the story

• paper
• markers, crayons, or 

colored pencils
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Countdown
Show the countdown video as you transition to teach the 
story. Set it to end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Leader enters dressed in pajamas and carrying a Bible.]
LEADER • Hello, everyone! I’m [your name]. I’m so glad 

you are here. Over the last few weeks, we have heard 
some amazing stories from the Bible about dreams 
and how God used them to show people who He is. 
Have any of you had a crazy dream before, a dream 
that you didn’t quite understand? [Allow kids to 
respond by raising their hands.]

Not every dream has a special meaning, but today, 
we are going to hear a story from the Bible [hold 
up a Bible] about a man who had a dream he didn’t 
understand. But don’t worry; God told him what his 
dream meant. I can’t wait for you to hear all about it! 

Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • First, do you remember our big picture question? 
[Allow kids to respond.] That’s right! Our question is, 

• countdown video

• leader attire
• Bible

Tip: If you prefer 
not to use 
themed content 
or characters, 
adapt or omit this 
introduction.

TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: Daniel’s Dream
BIBLE PASSAGE: Daniel 7
STORY POINT: God is the eternal King who judges the nations.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why do we pray? We pray because we trust God, 

and we know He hears us.
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Why do we pray? We pray because we trust God, 
and we know He hears us.

God told us to pray, and Jesus taught how we 
should pray. [Read aloud Matt. 6:5-8.] Notice that 
Jesus didn’t say, “If you pray, … ” He said, “When 
you pray, … ” God wants prayer to be a consistent 
part of believers’ lives. We can pray about anything at 
any time.

Giant timeline (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as 
you review.
LEADER • Do you remember the last story we heard about 

Daniel? [Allow kids to respond.] That’s right! God 
had rescued him from the lions’ den. God shut 
the mouths of the lions to save Daniel. [Point to 
“Daniel in the Lions’ Den” on the timeline.] 

In today’s story, Daniel had a dream in which God 
showed Himself as the only eternal King, who judges 
the nations. This story actually took place before 
Daniel was thrown into the lions’ den. [Point to this 
week’s story on the timeline.] 

Let’s review. First, we saw King Nebuchadnezzar, 
who put the three friends into the fiery furnace. 
God delivered Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego 
from the king. Then God humbled King 
Nebuchadnezzar to show that He is in control.

Next, Nebuchadnezzar’s son Belshazzar became 
king. He was the king when today’s story took place. 
Then Darius (duh RIGH uhs) overthrew Belshazzar; 
Darius was the king who threw Daniel into the den 
of lions.

• Giant Timeline
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Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to Daniel 7. Use the Bible storytelling tips 
on the Bible story page to help you tell the story, or show 
the Bible story video “Daniel’s Dream.”
LEADER • Wow! What a dream! How would you feel if you 

had a dream like Daniel? [Allow kids to respond.] The 
Bible says Daniel felt terrified and confused. 

Look at Daniel 7:15-16. What did Daniel do 
because he was confused? (He asked for help in 
understanding, and God allowed him to see what his 
dream meant.) God showed Daniel in the dream that 
God is the eternal King who judges the nations. 

Look at Daniel 7:9. Who is the Ancient of Days? 
What does this name mean? (The Ancient of Days is 
a name for God. It is also seen in Daniel 7:13,22. This 
name is used to point to His eternality—God has always 
existed and His power lasts forever.) Revelation 1:8 
describes God as “the one who is, who was, and who 
is to come, the Almighty.”

Do you remember what happened to the four 
creatures? (God allowed the first three creatures to live 
for a while, but the creature with the horns was killed.) 
What do the four beasts represent? (four kings) What 
does this tell us about God? (He is the King over all 
kings. He decides when kings rise and when they fall.)

Christ connection
LEADER • God used Daniel’s dream to show that Jesus is 

King over all kings. God allows people to rule for a 
short time, but one day Jesus will return and set up 
His perfect, eternal kingdom. Daniel had seen many 
men rise to power as rulers and then fall. He knew 

• Bibles
• “Daniel’s Dream” 

video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Story Point Poster

Tip: Use Scripture 
and the guide 
provided on page 81 
to explain how to 
become a Christian. 
Make sure kids 
know when and 
where they can ask 
questions.
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God was in charge over them all. God “changes the 
times and seasons; he removes kings and establishes 
kings” (Dan. 2:21). God is the eternal King who 
judges the nations.

Questions from kids video (3 minutes)

Show the “Unit 16, Session 4” questions from kids video. 
Prompt kids to think about whether or not it’s OK to 
skip parts of the Bible they don’t like. Guide them to 
discuss teachings in the Bible that they have a hard time 
understanding or believing.

Missions moment (3 minutes) 

Introduce the missions video by reminding kids 
about the Ukegbu (yoo-KAY-boo) family and their church 
in Miami, Florida.
LEADER • God is the eternal King who judges the 

nations. He wants all nations to know Him and 
follow Him. Miami is home to people from many 
nations. At The Brook church, people from all over 
the world worship together. Let’s watch a video to 
learn more about this church.

Play “The Brook in Miami” missions video. Discuss ways 
that your church is similar to and different from The Brook. 
Close in prayer, praising God that He is the God of all 
nations.

Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18.
LEADER • Our key passage reminds us that we can pray 

anytime. Why do we pray? We pray because we 

• “Unit 16, Session 4” 
questions from kids 
video

• “The Brook in Miami” 
missions video

• Key Passage Poster
• “Rejoice, Pray, and 

Give Thanks” song
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trust God, and we know He hears us. 
Daniel did not understand all that he saw in his 

dream, so he prayed for understanding. We too can 
ask God to help us understand His Word and how 
He wants us to respond to what we learn.

Lead boys and girls in singing “Rejoice, Pray, and Give 
Thanks.”

Sing (4 minutes)

Open your Bible and read aloud Revelation 11:15-17.
LEADER • God is the eternal King who judges the 

nations. His kingdom will never end. He is the God 
who was and who is. He has always been and will 
always be, and He is faithful. Let’s praise our God, 
who will reign forever and ever. 

Sing together “Great Is Thy Faithfulness.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • Father, You are the King over all kings. We 

never have to fear because You are in control of 
everything—even the leaders of nations. Thank 
You for the promise of Your return and Your never-
ending reign. May we glorify You with our lives. You 
are worthy of all worship! We love You. Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story

• “Great Is Thy 
Faithfulness” song
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and complete 
with their families.
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APPLY the Story

SESSION TITLE: Daniel’s Dream
BIBLE PASSAGE: Daniel 7
STORY POINT: God is the eternal King who judges the nations.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why do we pray? We pray because we trust God, 

and we know He hears us.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Before the session, write each word of the key passage on 
separate sticky notes. Prepare multiple sets—one per team 
of up to six players.

Display the key passage poster. Lead kids in reading 
aloud 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18.

Form teams of up to six players. Tape a starting point on 
the floor for each team. Across the room from each team, 
position a pillowcase with the prepared sticky notes inside. 
When you say go, one kid from each team will race to the 
pillowcase and pick out a word, race back to the starting 
line, and put the word on the floor. The next player will 
retrieve another word, and so on. The first team to arrange 
the key passage in order wins.

For an added challenge, require kids to pull the words 
from the pillowcase in order.
SAY • Isn’t it amazing that we can talk to God freely, at any 

time? When we pray, He hears us.

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Distribute Bibles. Guide boys and girls to open their Bibles 
to Daniel 7. Explain that several chapters in Daniel focus 

• Key Passage Poster
• pieces of paper or 

sticky notes
• marker
• pillowcases, 1 per 

team
• masking tape or 

painter’s tape

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Story Point Poster
• Small Group Timeline 

and Map Set 
(005802970)
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on historical events. Other chapters, such as Daniel 7, focus 
on prophecy. Daniel points to the coming Messiah, Jesus, 
as well as events that will happen around the time God 
establishes His eternal kingdom.

Choose a volunteer to read aloud Daniel 7:14.
SAY • Through his dream, Daniel learned that God is 

the eternal King who judges the nations. He 
will establish a kingdom greater than any earthly 
kingdom and will reign over “those of every people, 
nation, and language” forever. 

Jesus is King over all things. God allows people to 
rule for a short time, but one day Jesus will return 
and set up His perfect kingdom. Everyone who trusts 
in Jesus will be welcomed into His kingdom, and His 
kingdom will last forever.

Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss:
1. What is the difference between earthly kingdoms and 

God’s kingdom? Invite kids to share their ideas. Point 
out that earthly kingdoms are temporary but God’s 
kingdom will last forever. Earthly kingdoms are ruled by 
imperfect men but God’s kingdom is ruled by the perfect 
King—Jesus! 
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Ps. 46:6.)

2. Who is always in control? Assure kids that we can be 
confident that no matter who is ruling or what chaos is 
happening in the world, God has and will always be in 
control. All rulers are ultimately under God’s control, 
and one day all rulers will serve and obey Him. 
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Dan. 7:27.) 

3. How should we live, knowing God is the eternal 
King? Guide kids to conclude that if we have trusted 
Jesus as our Savior, we will live differently. We will be 

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.

83Hope in Exile

005813000_v6_OlderKidsLeaderGuide.indb   83 5/20/19   11:04 AM

© 2019 LifeWay



head1 (“Opening” is 
char.style “head1a)
outline_nested

subhead1
body_no_indent

subhead1_nested
body_no_indent
lead-in

more concerned with eternal things, knowing that one 
day, the eternal King will take his throne and we will be 
with Him in glory. 
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Col. 3:1-4.)

Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Learning language
If any of your kids speak Spanish, invite them to 

help teach their friends some Spanish words or phrases. Also 
consider inviting a Spanish-speaker from your church or 
community to visit your class.
SAY • Many people in Miami speak Spanish. The Ukegbu 

(yoo-KAY-boo) family is learning Spanish so that 
they can tell more people about Jesus. When we 
know another language, God can use us to share His 
story with more people! More than 350 different 
languages are spoken in the United States. Let’s 
practice a few Spanish words.

Invite kids to repeat the following Spanish phrases. Also 
consider playing a Spanish worship song from the Internet.

• Hello: “Hola” (oh-lah)
• Good morning: “Buenos días” (bweh-nohs deeh-ahs)
• Good afternoon: “Buenas tardes” (bweh-nahs tar-des)
• Good evening: “Buenas noches” (bweh-nahs noh-
tchehs)

• Jesus loves you: “Jesús te ama” (hey-zoos tay ah-mah)

OPTION 2: Fallen kings
Form multiple teams of kids. Direct each team to use blocks 
to build a “king.” Kids may use the paper and markers, 
crayons, or colored pencils to make the king look royal by 
adding a crown and robes.

Tip: Use this 
activity option 
to reinforce the 
missions moment 
from Teach the 
Story.

• building blocks
• paper
• markers, crayons, or 

colored pencils
• small foam balls
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Allow teams to take turns throwing foam balls at the 
other teams’ kings. The last team whose king is standing 
wins.
SAY • God is the eternal King who judges the nations. 

No earthly king will reign forever. Today we learned 
about the only true King who will rule forever. Jesus 
is King over everything. God allows people to rule 
for a short time, but one day Jesus will return and 
set up His perfect kingdom. Everyone who trusts in 
Jesus will be welcomed into His kingdom, and His 
kingdom will last forever.

Journal and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute journal pages and pencils. Guide kids to think 
about and answer the questions listed on the page:

• What does this story teach me about God or the 
gospel?

• What does the story teach me about myself?
• Are there any commands in this story to obey? How 
are they for God’s glory and my good?

• Are there any promises in this story to remember? 
How do they help me trust and love God?

• How does this story help me to live on mission 
better?

As kids journal, invite them to share their ideas. Then pray, 
praising God as the King over all kings who welcomes into 
His kingdom everyone who trusts in Him.

As time allows, lead kids to complete “Royal Word 
Roundup” on the activity page. Kids will hunt for “royal” 
words within the word search. 

Option: Review the 
gospel with boys 
and girls. Explain 
that kids are 
welcome to speak 
with you or another 
teacher if they 
have questions.

• pencils
• Journal Page
• “Royal Word 

Roundup” activity 
page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.
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