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Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-
session help, visit MinistryGrid.com/gospelproject.

Use Week of:

INTRODUCE THE STORY 
(10–15 MINUTES)
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TEACH THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)
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APPLY THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)
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Unit 11 • Session 5

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
2 Samuel 11–12; Psalm 51

STORY POINT: 
David repented and  
God forgave him.

KEY PASSAGE:  
Psalm 145:13

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
How is Jesus the perfect King? Jesus 

perfectly rules over the universe as the 
King of kings.

David Sinned and 
Was Restored
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5

Use Week of:
LEADER Bible Study
The Ammonites were no strangers to the Israelites. They often fought 
over the region of Gilead, which stretched east of the Jordan River. David 
had tried showing kindness to the Ammonites, but they humiliated the 
Israelite ambassadors. (See 2 Sam. 10:1-5.) Thus began a war between 
the Israelites and Ammonites. This context sets the scene for the story of 
David’s sin and restoration.

David had experienced a season of blessing from God and success on 
the battlefield. The tribes of Israel united under David. But the upward 
trajectory of David’s life did not continue much longer. 

One evening, David looked from his rooftop and saw Bathsheba bathing. 
He found out that she was the wife of Uriah, one of David’s elite soldiers. 
Her married status alone made her off-limits to David, but he nevertheless 
called for her and slept with her. David probably assumed his sin would go 
unnoticed, until Bathsheba told him she was pregnant. With Uriah gone 
to war, it was obvious the baby was not her husband’s. 

David called Uriah home from the battle and encouraged him to be with 
his wife. But Uriah refused. Uriah didn’t think it was fair for him to be 
with his wife while other men were at war. So David instructed his army 
commander to position Uriah in the most violent part of the battle so he 
would be killed. This time, David’s plan worked. Uriah was killed, and 
David took Bathsheba as his wife.

God knew David’s sin and sent Nathan the prophet to confront David. 
David’s confession is recorded in Psalm 51. God wanted David’s heart to 
change so he would not want to sin again. God forgave David, but David 
still faced the consequences of his sin.

Like David, we need more than a changed lifestyle to be made right with 
God; we need new hearts. Jesus died to satisfy God’s wrath against sin so 
that we could be made alive in Him.
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David Sinned and Was Restored
2 Samuel 11–12; Psalm 51

David was the king of Israel. One spring, David sent out the 
army, but he put another man in charge of them. David stayed in 
Jerusalem.

One evening, David looked out from his palace and 
saw a beautiful woman named Bathsheba. 

Bathsheba was the wife of Uriah, one 
of the best warriors in David’s army. 

David sent his messengers to 
get Bathsheba, and she came 

to David’s house. Later, 
Bathsheba told David that 
she was going to have a baby; 
the baby would be David’s.

David knew what he 
had done was wrong. David 
should not have a baby with 
someone who was not his 
wife. So David made a plan to 

make sure no one found out 
that Bathsheba’s baby was his.

David called Uriah home from 
the battle and told him to go spend 

time with his wife. But Uriah didn’t 
think it was fair for him to relax at home 

while the other men were at war. He slept on 
David’s doorstep and refused to visit his wife.

So David made up another plan. He instructed Joab, the leader 
of the army, to send Uriah into the hardest part of the battle so he 
would be killed. This time, David’s plan worked. Uriah was killed 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Draw pictures: 
As you tell the story, 
help kids keep track 
of Bible people by 
drawing and labeling 
simple sketches on 
a chalkboard or dry 
erase board: David, 
Bathsheba, Uriah, 
Joab, and Nathan.

• Stand to speak: 
For lines of dialogue, 
stand tall and speak 
loudly and clearly. 
Convey appropriate 
emotion with your 
voice.

The BIBLE Story

122 Older Kids Leader Guide
Unit 11 • Session 5

Book 1.indb   122 11/27/18   9:31 AM

© 2019 LifeWay



David Sinned and Was Restored
2 Samuel 11–12; Psalm 51

David was the king of Israel. One spring, David sent out the 
army, but he put another man in charge of them. David stayed in 
Jerusalem.

One evening, David looked out from his palace and 
saw a beautiful woman named Bathsheba. 

Bathsheba was the wife of Uriah, one 
of the best warriors in David’s army. 

David sent his messengers to 
get Bathsheba, and she came 

to David’s house. Later, 
Bathsheba told David that 
she was going to have a baby; 
the baby would be David’s.

David knew what he 
had done was wrong. David 
should not have a baby with 
someone who was not his 
wife. So David made a plan to 

make sure no one found out 
that Bathsheba’s baby was his.

David called Uriah home from 
the battle and told him to go spend 

time with his wife. But Uriah didn’t 
think it was fair for him to relax at home 

while the other men were at war. He slept on 
David’s doorstep and refused to visit his wife.

So David made up another plan. He instructed Joab, the leader 
of the army, to send Uriah into the hardest part of the battle so he 
would be killed. This time, David’s plan worked. Uriah was killed 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Draw pictures: 
As you tell the story, 
help kids keep track 
of Bible people by 
drawing and labeling 
simple sketches on 
a chalkboard or dry 
erase board: David, 
Bathsheba, Uriah, 
Joab, and Nathan.

• Stand to speak: 
For lines of dialogue, 
stand tall and speak 
loudly and clearly. 
Convey appropriate 
emotion with your 
voice.

in battle. David took Bathsheba into his house to be his 
wife, and she had a baby boy.

God knew what David had done, and He was not 
happy with David. God sent Nathan the prophet to talk 
to David. Nathan told David a story: A traveler came to 
a rich man who had many animals. The rich man did not 
offer his own animal. Instead, he took a poor man’s lamb—
the only lamb he had—and gave it to the traveler to eat.

This story made David feel angry. “The rich man 
should die!” David said.

“You are the man!” Nathan said. God had given 
David a position of great power, and David took what 
wasn’t his. David realized he had sinned against God. 
David deserved to die. “You won’t die for this,” Nathan 
assured David, “but God will punish you. Your son will die 
instead.”

David confessed his sin and prayed, “God, create a 
clean heart for me.” David realized he could try to please 
God with sacrifices, but that wouldn’t be enough to pay for 
his sin. God wanted David’s heart to change so that he 
would not want to sin again.

Christ Connection: When David sinned against God, God 
forgave him, but sin always comes with a price. God spared 
David’s life, but David’s son died. When we sin, we deserve 
death. But we can receive God’s forgiveness because God sent 
His Son, Jesus, to pay the price for our sin.
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: David Sinned and Was Restored
BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Samuel 11–12; Psalm 51
STORY POINT: David repented and God forgave him.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 145:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How is Jesus the perfect King? Jesus perfectly rules 

over the universe as the King of kings.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. Prompt kids to share about a time 
they told someone they were sorry. Were they forgiven?

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete “Word Equation” on the activity 
page. Guide kids to work the word equation from left to 
right, writing out the letters to find the key word.
SAY • The word repentance means “turning away from sin 

and turning to God.” In today’s Bible story, we will 
discover that not even Great King David was perfect. 
We’ll find out what David did when he realized he 
had sinned.

Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Turn tag
Choose one player to be Mr. Wolf. Mr. Wolf should stand 
at one side of the room facing the wall, and the other 
players will stand in a row at the other side of the room.

The players will begin by asking together, “What time 

• “Word Equation” 
activity page, 
1 per kid

• pencils or markers
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is it, Mr. Wolf?” Mr. Wolf will call out a time (“3 o’clock”). 
Players advance the number of steps forward (three). Then 
they will ask again, “What time is it, Mr. Wolf?” 

Mr. Wolf will continue calling out times in this manner 
until he senses players are close. Then he will respond, “It’s 
dinnertime!” and he will turn to chase the players back 
to the starting line. If Mr. Wolf tags a player, that player 
becomes Mr. Wolf for the next round.
SAY • When you got too close to the danger of Mr. Wolf, 

you turned and ran back to the safety of the starting 
line. This game reminds me of something that 
happened to King David. When he realized he was in 
trouble, he turned back to God. We’ll find out more.

OPTION 2: Hidden objects
Form two teams of kids. Hide a household object beneath 
a lightweight blanket so kids can see its form but not the 
actual object.

Explain that on a team’s turn, players can choose to 
guess the item without asking questions (earns 3 points), 
guess the item after asking one yes-or-no question (earns 
2 points), or guess the item after asking two yes-or-no 
questions (earns 1 point). If a team guesses incorrectly, the 
other team has a chance to guess for 1 point.

Allow team 1 to go first. After kids guess the first object 
(or you reveal it after incorrect guesses), play additional 
rounds with other objects.
SAY • In the Bible story we will hear today, King David 

thought he could hide something from everyone. But 
he couldn’t hide it from God!

Transition to teach the story

• lightweight blanket
• household objects 

(bath tissue, bowl, 
whisk, toaster, iron, 
oven mitt, box of 
facial tissues, dust 
pan, duct tape, and 
so on)
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Countdown
Show the countdown video as you transition to teach the 
story. Set it to end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Leader enters wearing a colorful outfit and a vest decorated 
with music notes. He or she carries a toolbox and Bible.]
LEADER • Hey, everyone! Welcome to Mel’s Music Shop! 

I’m [your name], general manager. [Set down the 
toolbox.] I brought my tools today because I have a 
lot of work to do later restoring some instruments 
from the Eagle Valley Middle School band. They 
recently finished marching band season, and the 
band director brought in dented drums, dinged 
clarinets, and busted saxophones. My job is to restore 
these instruments to good working condition.

Restore means “to bring back to or put back into 
an earlier or original state.” [Hold up the Bible.] 
Every time I am working on worn-out woodwinds 
or blemished brass, I am reminded of a story in the 
Bible about a time God restored King David. This is 
the story I want to share with you today. 

• countdown video

• leader attire

Tip: If you prefer 
not to use 
themed content 
or characters, 
adapt or omit this 
introduction.

TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: David Sinned and Was Restored
BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Samuel 11–12; Psalm 51
STORY POINT: David repented and God forgave him.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 145:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How is Jesus the perfect King? Jesus perfectly rules 

over the universe as the King of kings.
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Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • Does anyone remember the big picture question 
we’ve been studying the last several weeks? [Allow 
kids to respond.] That’s right: How is Jesus the perfect 
King? We already saw that Saul was not the perfect 
king for Israel. He sinned, and God rejected Saul as 
king. David was a great king, but as we will see in 
today’s Bible story, he sinned too.

Only Jesus is the perfect King! How is Jesus the 
perfect King? Jesus perfectly rules over the universe 
as the King of kings.

Giant timeline (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as 
you review.
LEADER • Samuel was the judge of Israel when God’s 

people wanted a king like the nations around 
them. God chose Saul to be Israel’s first king, but 
Saul sinned and God rejected him as king. God 
anointed a new man to be king. Do you remember 
who? (David) God chose David to be king instead 
of Saul. David didn’t become king right away; do 
you remember what happened that made Saul jealous 
of David? (God gave David power to defeat Goliath, 
and people admired David for his military victories.)

Saul wanted to get rid of David, but that was not 
God’s plan. David showed mercy even though 
Saul hated him. Then we heard that David wanted 
to build a temple for God. Did God want David to 
build Him a temple? (no) God had something better 
planned for David and his family.

God promised that David’s kingdom would last 

• Giant Timeline
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forever. David showed kindness to Jonathan’s son 
as part of his promise to his friend Jonathan. David 
was a good king, but he was not perfect. In today’s 
Bible story, we’ll hear what happened with David.

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to 2 Samuel 11–12; Psalm 51. Use the 
Bible storytelling tips on the Bible story page to help you 
tell the story, or show the Bible story video “David Sinned 
and Was Restored.”
LEADER • When David sinned by taking Uriah’s wife, did 

David think anyone would find out? (no) David even 
made a plan to make sure no one found out; he had 
Uriah killed in battle! But who knew about David’s 
sin? (God) God sees all of our sin.

God sent the prophet Nathan to confront David. 
Nathan told David a story, but David didn’t realize 
that the story was actually about him. David was 
the man who had taken something that was not for 
him. Was David sorry for his sin? (yes) David sinned 
against God, but David repented and God forgave 
him. In Psalm 51, David asked God to give him a 
clean heart.

Christ connection
LEADER • Sin always comes with a price. God spared 

David’s life, but David’s son died. Even David, one 
of the greatest of Israel’s kings and a man after God’s 
own heart, was a sinner in need of salvation. 

The Bible says we are all sinners. Because of our 
sin, we deserve death. But we can receive God’s 
forgiveness because God sent His Son, Jesus, to pay 

• Bibles
• “David Sinned and 

Was Restored” video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Story Point Poster

Tip: Use Scripture 
and the guide 
provided on page 
131 to explain 
how to become a 
Christian. Make 
sure kids know 
when and where 
they can ask 
questions.
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the price for our sin. Jesus died the death we deserve 
so that we could be made right with God.

Questions from kids video (3 minutes)

Show the “Unit 11, Session 5” questions from kids video. 
Prompt kids to think about whether or not God always 
forgives. Guide them to discuss why it can be difficult for us 
to believe we are fully forgiven.

Missions moment (3 minutes) 

Write the words HOME, SCHOOL, and 
NEIGHBORHOOD in capitalize letters on separate pieces 
of poster board. Below each word, write the following 
prayer requests:

• Pray for this place.
• Pray for the people in this place.
• Pray for ways to share in this place.

Tape the posters on a wall.
LEADER • God forgave David. We can be forgiven of our 

sins through Jesus. Missionaries, like the Harrell 
family in Mozambique, go and take this good news 
to people all over the world. Wherever God has 
placed us, we can tell people they can be forgiven of 
their sins. Will you commit to telling someone about 
Jesus this week? 

Instruct kids to stand by one of the posters taped on the 
walls labeled with places where they can commit to sharing 
about Jesus. Give groups time to pray according to the 
prompts listed on each poster.

Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 

• “Unit 11, Session 5” 
questions from kids 
video

• poster board, 
3 sheets

• permanent maker
• tape

• Key Passage Poster
• “Your Kingdom” song
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together Psalm 145:13.
LEADER • The Lord is our King even now. His kingdom 

will never end. What a wonderful King to serve, who 
keeps His promises and cares for His people. Let’s 
sing our key passage song and remember these words 
from Psalm 145:13.

Lead boys and girls in singing the “Your Kingdom” song.

Sing (4 minutes)

Open your Bible and read aloud Psalm 32:1.
LEADER • We saw in our Bible story today that David wrote 

Psalm 51 as a prayer of repentance. David repented 
and God forgave him! God is ready to forgive 
anyone who turns from their sin and turns to Him. 
Let’s sing to our good and loving King.

Sing together “Crown Him With Many Crowns.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • God, You are so good. You pour out Your mercy 

on undeserving sinners, and we are thankful. We can 
turn from our sin and turn to You, knowing that we 
will find forgiveness through Jesus. God, make us 
truly sorrowful over our sin. Like David wrote, give 
us clean hearts. We love You. Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story

• “Crown Him With 
Many Crowns” song
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and complete 
with their families.
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The low prep icon is 
anchored. Just select 
with type tool and paste 
in another location if 
needed. 

APPLY the Story

SESSION TITLE: David Sinned and Was Restored
BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Samuel 11–12; Psalm 51
STORY POINT: David repented and God forgave him.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 145:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How is Jesus the perfect King? Jesus perfectly rules 

over the universe as the King of kings.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Invite any kid who has memorized the key passage to 
recite it from memory. Then show the key passage poster 
and guide kids to read it aloud together. Cover the poster. 
Explain that you will say the key passage. When kids hear 
you say an incorrect word, they should shout, “No!”

Read the key passage slowly, substituting some of the 
words and allowing kids to stop you and give the correct 
word. For example:

“Your kingdom is a temporary kingdom; (an everlasting)
your rule is for all disasters. (generations)
The Lord is loud in all his words (faithful)
and gracious in all his thoughts.” (actions)

If time allows, allow volunteers to say Psalm 145:13 with 
incorrect words. The group should correct any errors.

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Distribute Bibles. Guide boys and girls to open their Bibles 
to Psalm 51. Point that today’s Bible story came from the 
Book of 2 Samuel, but in response to his sin, David wrote 
a psalm. We can find his words in Psalm 51. Explain that 
David wrote nearly half of the psalms in the Bible.

• Key Passage Poster

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Story Point Poster
• Small Group Timeline 

and Map Set 
(005802970)
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SAY • When the Israelites went to war, David stayed in 
Jerusalem. [Point to Jerusalem (H5) on the Old 
Testament Kingdoms Map.] After David sinned and 
took Bathsheba as his wife, God sent the prophet 
Nathan to confront David. Nathan told David a 
story about a rich man who stole the lamb that 
belonged to a poor man. The story was meant to 
show David that he had used his position of power 
to take what wasn’t his. David knew he had sinned. 
David repented and God forgave him.

Choose a volunteer to read aloud Psalm 51:2-3. Ask the 
following questions. Lead the group to discuss:

1. In Psalm 51, what did David ask God to do? Suggest 
kids find Psalm 51 in their Bibles. Help them identify 
David’s requests: “be gracious,” “blot out my rebellion,” 
“wash away my guilt,” “cleanse me,” “purify me,” “create 
a clean heart,” and so forth. Emphasize that God is 
willing to do all of these things when we repent of our 
sin and turn to Him!  
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read 1 John 1:9.)

2. Do you ever try to hide your sin? Why? Lead kids 
to discuss reasons we try to hide our sin from others or 
from God. Guide them to recognize that we try to avoid 
shame, consequences, or embarrassment. We may be able 
to hide our sin from other people, but God sees our sin. 
He knows our hearts, and He sent His Son to be our 
Rescuer. 
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Acts 3:19.)

3. Why can God forgive us? Assure kids that though we 
may face consequences for our sin, those who trust in 
Jesus will never be separated from God. God sent His 
Son, Jesus, to pay the penalty for our sin. Jesus died on 

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.
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the cross and rose again. Though our bodies may die, we 
have forgiveness and life with God forever. 
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Heb. 2:14-15.)

Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Gospel pages
Print the “Gospel Pages” and place them faceup in 

the middle of the floor. As a group, review “The Gospel: 
God’s Plan for Me.” Emphasize the symbols for each section 
and point out the matching symbols on the floor. 

Form two teams and instruct them to stand on opposite 
sides of the room. Explain that you will read a section of the 
gospel plan. Kids will identify the symbol that matches the 
words. The first player to run to the middle of the room, 
grab the correct symbol, and return to her team earns one 
point for her team.

At the end of the game, instruct kids holding the pages 
to come to the middle of the room. Invite the other kids 
to help put the symbols in order. Then practice sharing the 
gospel together.
SAY • Remember, many people here and around the world 

don’t know the good news that Jesus forgives sins. 
We can share the gospel with people wherever we 
are. By supporting missionaries through prayer and 
giving, we can help reach the nations with the gospel.

OPTION 2: Heart art
Give each kid a piece of paper. Demonstrate the following:

1. Fold a piece of paper in half and then open it.
2. Draw half a heart on one side of the paper, pressing 

firmly with a crayon.
3. Draw additional lines inside the heart shape.

• “Gospel Pages” 
printable

• Gospel Plan Poster

Tip: Use this 
activity option 
to reinforce the 
missions moment 
from Teach the 
Story.

• paper
• crayons
• Bibles
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4. Close the paper and rub over the drawing.
5. Open the paper to reveal a symmetrical print.

Allow kids to decorate the heart art. Provide Bibles and 
instruct boys and girls to write the words of Psalm 51:10 
around the outside of their heart.
SAY • David’s words in Psalm 51 show that David was 

sorry for his sin. David repented and God forgave 
him. Repentance is turning away from sin and self 
and turning to God. To repent, we recognize our 
sin, confess our sin, are sorry for our sin, ask for 
forgiveness, and turn away from our sin. God will 
forgive everyone who repents and trusts in Jesus.

Journal and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute journal pages and pencils. Guide kids to think 
about and answer the questions listed on the page:

• What does this story teach me about God or the 
gospel?

• What does the story teach me about myself?
• Are there any commands in this story to obey? How 
are they for God’s glory and my good?

• Are there any promises in this story to remember? 
How do they help me trust and love God?

• How does this story help me to live on mission 
better?

As kids journal, invite them to share their ideas. Then pray, 
thanking God for sending Jesus to die on the cross for our 
sin. Pray that kids would not try to hide their sin but bring 
it before God and receive forgiveness and restoration.

As time allows, lead kids to complete “The Deeds of 
David” on the activity page. Kids should number the events 
from David’s life in the order they happened. 

Option: Review the 
gospel with boys 
and girls. Explain 
that kids are 
welcome to speak 
with you or another 
teacher if they 
have questions.

• pencils
• Journal Page
• “The Deeds of David” 

activity page, 
1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.

135Great King David

Book 1.indb   135 11/27/18   9:31 AM

© 2019 LifeWay




