
Leaders, grow on the go! Listen to session-by-session training every week on  
Ministry Grid, Apple Podcasts, Spotify, or LifeWay’s Digital Pass:  

ministrygrid.com/gospelproject | gospelproject.com/podcasts
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Unit 28 • Session 2

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
Act 3–4

STORY POINT:  
The Holy Spirit gave Peter power to heal 

a man.

KEY PASSAGE:  
2 Peter 1:3

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
How does the Holy Spirit help 

Christians? The Holy Spirit comforts us, 
shows us our sin, and guides us as we live 

for God’s glory.

Peter Healed a 
Man
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2

LEADER Bible Study
With the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, Jesus’ disciples were 
empowered to carry out Jesus’ mission for them: to take the gospel to all 
the nations. More and more people believed in Jesus. They met together at 
the temple to praise and worship God, and the first church began.

One afternoon, two of Jesus’ disciples—Peter and John—went to the 
temple to pray. They encountered at the gate a man who could not walk. 
Rather than give the man money, Peter gave him something much more 
valuable: immediate physical healing in Jesus’ name.  

As you teach this Bible story to kids, keep three things in mind. First, 
Peter’s healing the beggar was not magic; it was a miracle. Beginning in 
Acts 3:12, Peter responded to the people who were amazed at what had 
happened. “Why are you amazed at this … as though we had made him 
walk by our own power?” The man wasn’t healed because Peter was a 
super-believer. Peter explained that it was by Jesus’ power the man was 
healed.

Second, the man’s healing made him happy and thankful. He entered the 
temple and rejoiced! Consider the wonderful miracle of salvation. We are 
dead in our sin, and God makes us alive in Christ! How we should rejoice 
and give thanks to the Lord!

Finally, Peter and John were bold in their witness. When confronted by 
the religious leaders, they did not shy away. Peter and John preached about 
the salvation found in Jesus. In fact, they said they were “unable to stop 
speaking about what [they had] seen and heard” (Acts 4:20).

The same power that enabled Peter to heal the man who was lame—the 
power of the Holy Spirit—enables believers today to live on mission for 
Jesus. Pray that God would give the kids you teach a willingness to be used 
by Him for His glory and for the fame of Jesus’ name.
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Peter Healed a Man
Act 3–4

One afternoon, Peter and John—two of Jesus’ followers—went to 
the temple to pray. They saw a man sitting by a gate. The man could 
not walk. Every day, the man’s friends carried him to the temple. As 

people entered the temple, the man asked them for money 
since he couldn’t work.

Peter said to the man, “Look at 
us.” The man looked at Peter and 

John, expecting them to give him 
something.

Peter said, “I don’t have 
any silver or gold for you, 
but I will give you what I do 
have.” Then Peter said, “In 
the name of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth, get up and walk!”

Peter reached out and 
helped the man up. All of 
a sudden, the man’s feet 

and ankles were strong. He 
could walk! In fact, the man 

leaped around! He went into the 
temple with Peter and John, and 

he praised God. The people in the 
temple saw that the man was healed, and 

they were amazed.
The next day, the religious leaders asked Peter 

and John, “How did you heal this man? By what power or in what 
name did you do this?”

Peter was filled with the Holy Spirit. He said, “This man was 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Act it out: Invite 
kid volunteers to act 
out the events of the 
story as you tell it.

• Use motion cues: 
Start the story 
seated on the floor. 
When you arrive at 
the point where the 
man is healed, stand 
up and move about 
the stage with energy 
as you finish the 
story..

The BIBLE Story
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Peter Healed a Man
Act 3–4

One afternoon, Peter and John—two of Jesus’ followers—went to 
the temple to pray. They saw a man sitting by a gate. The man could 
not walk. Every day, the man’s friends carried him to the temple. As 

people entered the temple, the man asked them for money 
since he couldn’t work.

Peter said to the man, “Look at 
us.” The man looked at Peter and 

John, expecting them to give him 
something.

Peter said, “I don’t have 
any silver or gold for you, 
but I will give you what I do 
have.” Then Peter said, “In 
the name of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth, get up and walk!”

Peter reached out and 
helped the man up. All of 
a sudden, the man’s feet 

and ankles were strong. He 
could walk! In fact, the man 

leaped around! He went into the 
temple with Peter and John, and 

he praised God. The people in the 
temple saw that the man was healed, and 

they were amazed.
The next day, the religious leaders asked Peter 

and John, “How did you heal this man? By what power or in what 
name did you do this?”

Peter was filled with the Holy Spirit. He said, “This man was 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Act it out: Invite 
kid volunteers to act 
out the events of the 
story as you tell it.

• Use motion cues: 
Start the story 
seated on the floor. 
When you arrive at 
the point where the 
man is healed, stand 
up and move about 
the stage with energy 
as you finish the 
story..

healed by the power of Jesus Christ from Nazareth. You 
nailed Jesus to a cross, but God raised Him from the dead. 
It is because of Him that this man is healed!”

Peter told the religious leaders that they rejected Jesus 
because they thought He was not important, but He is the 
most important One of all.

The religious leaders didn’t know what to say. They 
ordered Peter and John to never preach or teach in the 
name of Jesus again. Peter and John said, “Do you think 
it would be right for us to listen to you instead of God? We 
cannot be quiet. We must tell people about what we have 
seen and heard.”

Peter and John met with other believers and prayed that 
God would give them power to speak boldly and without 
fear.

Christ Connection: After Jesus returned to heaven, the Holy 
Spirit gave the disciples power to begin working. With the 
power of Jesus’ name, Peter healed a man who was lame. Not 
even the religious leaders could stop Jesus’ followers from sharing 
the good news about Jesus.
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Peter Healed a Man
BIBLE PASSAGE: Act 3–4
STORY POINT: The Holy Spirit gave Peter power to heal a man.
KEY PASSAGE: 2 Peter 1:3
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How does the Holy Spirit help Christians? The 

Holy Spirit comforts us, shows us our sin, and guides us as we live for 
God’s glory.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. Prompt kids to tell about the best 
gifts they have ever received.
SAY • On your birthday or certain holidays, you probably 

received gifts from your friends or family. Often 
though, the best gifts aren’t toys, gadgets, or money. 
Today we will learn about a time Peter gave a 
wonderful gift to a man who asked for money.

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete the “Something Better” activity 
page. Instruct the kids to circle the item they think is better 
in each pair of items. Ask them to compare answers with 
one another.
SAY • We all have different preferences. Today, we will learn 

about a man who asked Peter for money. What do 
you think Peter gave him instead? We’ll learn that it 
was something much better than money.

• “Something Better” 
activity page, 
1 per kid

• pencils or markers
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Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Leapscotch
Use tape to make a modified hopscotch style grid on the 
floor. Make each square a few feet away from the next, so 
that kids must jump a bit further than they would in a 
normal hopscotch game. Then play a game of “leapscotch.”
SAY • Normally this game has the squares much closer 

together and we call the game hopscotch. But today 
we had to leap to get from square to square. Today, 
we will learn about a time Peter healed a man who 
could not walk. Afterwards, the man was leaping 
around and praising God! How do you think Peter 
healed the man?

OPTION 2: Coin towers
Provide each kid with a few dozen pennies, nickels, or other 
coins. Give the kids time to sort, count, and stack the coins. 
Then challenge the kids to see how tall a tower they can 
build out of coins. Invite kids to work together to build 
something that won’t easily fall over. When the kids are 
done with the coins, ensure they sanitize their hands. 
SAY • Today we will hear a story about a man who could 

not walk. He would ask people to give him money 
because he could not work to earn money. When 
he asked Peter for money, he got something much 
better. What do you think Peter gave him?

Transition to teach the story

• masking tape
• paper wad

Tip: You can search 
online to find 
hopscotch rules if 
you are unfamiliar 
with the game.

• various coins
• hand sanitizer
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Countdown
Show the countdown video as you transition to teach the 
story. Set it to end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Leader enters wearing a firefighter costume.]
LEADER • Welcome back to the station, friends. For those 

of you who were not here last time, I’m firefighter 
[your name]. My primary job is to fight fires to 
prevent them from damaging people’s property or 
hurting people. But firefighters respond to all kinds 
of emergency situations. Car accidents, chemical 
spills, natural disasters. There’re all kinds of situations 
where we might be called.

But even though we firefighters can do a lot of 
things, there are some things we can’t do. And a lot 
of things we can only do with help from the right 
equipment. For example we can only put our fires 
when we have the right equipment, like hoses, that 
help us transfer lots of water onto the fires we fight. 
And if someone were to be injured and paralyzed 
in an accident, we can probably save their life by 

• countdown video

• leader attire

Tip: If you prefer 
not to use 
themed content 
or characters, 
adapt or omit this 
introduction.

TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: Peter Healed a Man
BIBLE PASSAGE: Act 3–4
STORY POINT: The Holy Spirit gave Peter power to heal a man.
KEY PASSAGE: 2 Peter 1:3
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How does the Holy Spirit help Christians? The 

Holy Spirit comforts us, shows us our sin, and guides us as we live for 
God’s glory.
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rescuing them and getting them to a hospital, but 
there’s nothing we can do to give a paralyzed person 
their ability to walk again. That’s where our Bible 
story comes in. 

Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • Last week we learned a new big picture question 
and answer. How does the Holy Spirit help 
Christians? The Holy Spirit comforts us, shows 
us our sin, and guides us as we live for God’s 
glory. That means that when we repent of our sins 
and believe the gospel, the Holy Spirit lives within 
us to give us the power and wisdom we need to 
live on mission for God’s glory. He helps us avoid 
temptation and say no to sin. He helps us remember 
God’s love and goodness even in hard times. He even 
helps us remember and understand God’s Word so 
we can obey it each day.

Giant timeline (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as 
you review.
LEADER • Last week we learned that God kept His promise 

to send the Holy Spirit. Today, we’re going to 
continue learning about the power of the Holy 
Spirit. Peter and John used the Holy Spirit’s power to 
do something wonderful.

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to Act 3–4. Use the Bible storytelling tips 
on the Bible story page to help you tell the story, or show 
the Bible story video “Peter Healed a Man.”

• Giant Timeline

• Bibles
• “Peter Healed a Man” 

video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Story Point Poster
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LEADER • I wonder what the man who was healed thought 
Peter was about to give him when Peter first said “I 
don’t have money, but I’ll give you what I do have.” 
Maybe he thought he was about to get some food. 
Or maybe he thought Peter would give him some life 
advice. The Bible doesn’t say. But the Bible does tell 
us how the man reacted after the healing.

The man immediately got up and began to jump, 
run, and praise God! In those days, a person who 
could not walk really couldn’t work either. Things 
like wheelchairs didn’t exist yet, so the man had little 
choice but to sit near the temple and beg for money 
to help him make ends meet. It’s very likely that he 
felt hopeless much of the time.

When Peter healed him, Peter gave the man hope 
for his future. But Peter didn’t heal the man by his 
own power or goodness. The Holy Spirit gave Peter 
power to heal a man. Peter used this miracle as an 
opportunity to tell others about Jesus. When people 
asked how the man had been healed, Peter was clear 
and confident in his reply. It was in the power and 
name of Jesus that the man had been healed.

More than that, Peter and John remained bold 
even when the religious leaders threatened them, 
had them arrested, and beat them. They knew that 
obeying God to preach the gospel was better than 
being comfortable or safe in this life.

Christ connection
LEADER • After Jesus returned to heaven, the Holy Spirit 

gave the disciples power to begin working. With the 
power of Jesus’ name, Peter healed a man who was 

Note: You may use 
this opportunity to 
use Scripture and 
the guide provided 
to explain how to 
become a Christian. 
Make sure kids 
know when and 
where they can ask 
questions.
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lame. Not even the religious leaders could stop Jesus’ 
followers from sharing the good news about Jesus.

Questions from kids video (3 minutes)

Show the “Unit 28, Session 2” questions from kids video. 
Prompt kids to think about times God’s answers to our 
prayers surprise us. Guide them to discuss how God uses all 
things for His glory and our good.

Missions moment (3 minutes) 

Measure 4 feet, 3 inches up from the floor and 
mark that spot using a bit of tape on the wall. Print and cut 
apart the “Lottie Moon Fact Strips” printable. Allow strong 
readers to read the strips and then stand next to the height 
marker on the wall. If time allows, let other kids compare 
their height with the wall marker.
LEADER • Lottie Moon was 4 feet, 3 inches tall, and she did 

many great things in Jesus’ name. She relied on the 
Holy Spirit’s power, not her own physical strength. In 
Jesus’ name, Peter healed a man who could not walk. 
God gives people the power to serve other people in 
His name. Anyone can do wonderful things with the 
Holy Spirit’s power in them.

Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to 
read together 2 Peter 1:3. Then sing “Life and Godliness 
(2 Peter 1:3).”
LEADER • Peter wrote these words to help believers know 

that God gives us everything we need through the 
Holy Spirit.

• “Unit 28, Session 2” 
Questions from Kids 
video

• measuring tape
• masking tape
• “Lottie Moon Fact 

Strips” printabe
• scissors

• Key Passage Poster
• “Life and Godliness 

(2 Peter 1:3)” song
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Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • Peter and John were bold because the Holy Spirit 
was filling them with power. They refused to stop 
talking about Jesus, no matter what. We have access 
to the same Holy Spirit, and thus the same power. 
We can live on mission for God!

Sing together “This is Where the Mission Begins.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • Father, thank You for caring about our problems. 

Thank You that You heal us from our biggest 
problem, sin. Help us trust the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit and live our lives for Your glory. Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story

• “This is Where the 
Mission Begins” song
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and complete 
with their families.
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APPLY the Story

SESSION TITLE: Peter Healed a Man
BIBLE PASSAGE: Act 3–4
STORY POINT: The Holy Spirit gave Peter power to heal a man.
KEY PASSAGE: 2 Peter 1:3
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How does the Holy Spirit help Christians? The 

Holy Spirit comforts us, shows us our sin, and guides us as we live for 
God’s glory.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Print the “Key Passage Flip Cards” printable double sided 
to heavyweight paper and cut apart. Provide one flip card to 
each kid. Challenge the kids to fold their flip cards to show 
only one level at a time. Kids will fill in the missing words 
on each level before flipping the card to work on the next 
level. Each level will have more words missing.
SAY • Peter wrote this letter to encourage believers who 

faced suffering because they loved Jesus. Peter wanted 
them to know that God gives us the power we need 
to honor Him with our lives. 

When we put our faith in Jesus, God gives us 
access to the same power through the Holy Spirit. 
How does the Holy Spirit help Christians? The 
Holy Spirit comforts us, shows us our sin, and 
guides us as we live for God’s glory.

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Distribute a Bible to each kid. Help them find Acts 3–4. 
Use the New Testament Israel Map to point out Jerusalem, 
where the story today took place. Ask the kids which 
division of the New Testament Acts is in. (History)

• Key Passage Poster
• “Key Passage Flip 

Cards” printable
• heavyweight paper
• scissors
• pens or pencils

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Story Point Poster
• Small Group Timeline 

and Map Set 
(005802970, optional)
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Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss:
1. What did the man who couldn’t walk ask for? 

(money, Acts 3:3)
2. What did Peter do when people were gathered in 

amazement at the healing? (preached the gospel, 
Acts 3:12-26)

3. What did Peter and John do when ordered to stop 
talking about Jesus? (refused to obey humans and chose 
to obey God, Acts 4:19)

4. Will God heal every person who has an illness or 
disability? Guide kids to think through two lenses: the 
lens of our physical lives now and our eternal lives with 
God. Even though not everyone will have their physical 
ailments healed now, everyone who believes in Jesus will 
one day live in a restored world with no pain, sadness, 
sickness, or death. 

5. Why was it OK for Peter and John to refuse to obey 
the authorities who arrested them? Remind kids that 
the Bible contains many commands to obey leaders 
and submit to government authorities, but that God’s 
authority always supersedes human authority. We obey 
human authorities as long as they do not command us to 
disobey God.

6. When can we preach the gospel? Guide kids to think 
beyond the simple answer of “all the time.” Remind 
them that Peter used the opportunities in front of him 
to preach. We can preach all the time, and we can be 
strategic and plan specific ways to tell people about Jesus’ 
work to save us.

SAY • The Holy Spirit gave Peter power to heal a man. 
We have access to the same power through Jesus. 
God wants us to share the gospel boldly.

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.
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Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Tea Cakes
Print enough copies of the “Lottie’s Tea Cake 

Recipe” printables for each kid to take home one card after 
they are cut apart. Encourage the kids to write the name of 
a person they could make tea cakes for (or do another act of 
service to show love to). You may choose to make a batch of 
Lottie’s Tea Cakes to bring in for the kids to taste.
SAY • When Lottie Moon first went to China, many 

children were afraid of her because she was not 
Chinese. She made tea cakes, which are like sugar 
cookies, and gave them to her neighbors so that they 
would get to know her. Over the years, she made 
thousands of tea cakes and told thousands of people 
about Jesus.

OPTION 2: Too many Simons
Select two or more volunteers to lead the game. Instruct the 
volunteers to give commands. The rest of the kids will only 
obey the commands of the volunteers when the volunteer 
says “Simon Says” before issuing the command. The 
kids may choose which of the two leaders’ “Simon Says” 
commands they will obey.
SAY • That game was chaos, wasn’t it? It’s hard enough to 

only obey the “Simon says” commands when it’s one 
leader giving them, but with many leaders and no 
clear direction on who you are supposed to obey, it’s 
impossible to keep track of things.

In our story today, Peter and John had two 
different sets of commands: they had the commands 
of Jesus to share the gospel with everyone and heal 
people in His name; and the commands of the 

• “Lottie’s Tea Cake 
Recipe” printable

• scissors
• pencils or pens
• tea cakes (optional)
• Allergy Alert 

(optional)

Tip: Use this 
activity option 
to reinforce the 
missions moment 
found in Teach the 
Story.
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religious leaders to never speak about Jesus again. 
Thankfully, Peter and John were wise enough to 
know that Jesus is the most important leader to obey. 
He is God’s Son! 

The Bible tells us to obey government authorities, 
so we know that we don’t get to live in ways that 
break the law. However, if anyone ever gives you a 
command that goes against Jesus, you can be sure 
that obeying Jesus is the right call, no matter who is 
asking you to disobey Him. 

Reflection and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute a sheet of paper to each child. Ask the kids 
to write about or draw a picture to answer the following 
questions:

• What does this story teach me about God or about 
the gospel?

• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Whom can I tell about this story? 

Make sure to send the sheets home with kids alongside the 
activity page so that parents can see what their kids have 
been learning.

If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to 
complete the Bible story coloring page provided with this 
session. Pray for your group.

• pencils and crayons
• paper
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.
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