Unit 16 • Session 1

Use Week of:

Unit 16 • Session 1

The Fiery
Furnace
BIBLE PASSAGE:
Daniel 3
STORY POINT:
God delivered Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego from the king.
KEY PASSAGE:
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18
BIG PICTURE QUESTION:
Why do we pray? We pray because we
trust God, and we know He hears us.

INTRODUCE THE STORY

TEACH THE STORY

APPLY THE STORY

(10–15 MINUTES)

(25–30 MINUTES)

(25–30 MINUTES)
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Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. For free training and session-bysession help, visit ministrygrid.com/gospelproject.

6

Older Kids Leader Guide
Unit 16 • Session 1

© 2019 LifeWay

005813000_v6_OlderKidsLeaderGuide.indb 6

5/20/19 11:04 AM

6 • Session 1

LEADER Bible Study
In 587 B.C., the Babylonians laid siege to Jerusalem, and God’s people
were exiled to Babylon where they would serve an enemy king for 70
years. (See Jer. 25:11.) Among the early exiles was a young man, Daniel,
and three of his friends. About 20 years after arriving in Babylon, the three
friends faced a test of their faith. King Nebuchadnezzar’s law gave them a
choice: worship a statue (against God’s law) or face death by fiery furnace.
(Dan. 3:6)

1

Three men from Judah—Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego—refused to
bow down and worship the statue. They loved and worshiped the one
true God. Only He was worthy of their worship. The Book of Daniel
says that the Chaldeans—a group of astrologers and dream interpreters
(see Dan. 2:2,4)—took this opportunity to go to the king and tell on
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. But not even the threat of death
could convince the three friends to renounce their loyalty to God.
As you teach, lead kids to consider the possibilities: God could keep the
friends from being thrown into the furnace. Or, once in the furnace, God
could keep them from being harmed. Or if they perished, God would
receive them into heaven. The friends’ trust in God enabled them to stand
firm no matter what—even as they were tied up and thrown into the fire.
Then something miraculous happened. Nebuchadnezzar saw four men in
the fire! They were walking around, unharmed! The Lord not only rescued
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, He was with them.
On the cross, people mocked Jesus: “He saved others, but he cannot save
himself!” (Mark 15:31). Jesus was not physically unable to save Himself.
He chose to do His Father’s will, and His love for sinners kept Him there.
Jesus chose not to save Himself so that He could save others.

Hope in Exile
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The BIBLE Story
The Fiery Furnace
Daniel 3
Nebuchadnezzar (neb yoo kad NEZ uhr) was the king of Babylon.
One day, Nebuchadnezzar made a tall gold statue. His official
announced to all the people of Babylon: “When you hear music,
you must fall down and worship this statue. Anyone who
doesn’t will be thrown into a fiery furnace!”
So when the people heard music, they
fell down and worshiped the gold
statue. But not everyone bowed
down and worshiped the statue.
Three friends from Judah—
Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego—refused to bow
down to a statue.
Some men complained
to King Nebuchadnezzar.
“You made a rule for all the
people,” they reminded the
king, “but some of the men
from Judah do not bow down
and worship your statue.”
This news made King
Nebuchadnezzar angry! He
called for Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego. “Is it true that you do not
serve my gods or worship the gold statue?” he
asked. “If you do not bow down when you hear the
music, I will throw you into a fiery furnace! Then what god could
rescue you from my power?”
The friends answered, “King, the God we serve is able to rescue
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us from the fiery furnace. He can save us from you. But
Storytelling
Tips
even if God chooses not to rescue us, we won’t serve your
gods. We will not bow down and worship the statue.”
• Wear a costume:
King Nebuchadnezzar was even angrier! He made the
Dress in Bible times
fire even hotter and told some of his soldiers to tie up
clothes and tell
the story from the
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. Then the soldiers
perspective of one
threw the friends into the fiery furnace.
of the three friends.
Suddenly, King Nebuchadnezzar jumped up. “Didn’t
Or recruit three
we tie up three men and throw them into the fire? Look!” adults to act out
the roles.
the king shouted. “I see four men walking around in the
• Use props or
fire. They aren’t tied up, and the fourth man looks like a
pictures: Display
son of the gods!”
the Bible story
picture. Search
Nebuchadnezzar quickly went to the door of the
study Bibles, Bible
furnace. He called out, “Shadrach, Meshach, Abednego— storybooks, or
servants of the Most High God! Come here!” So
online for additional
pictures of this
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego came out of the fire.
story, such as the
They had not been hurt by the fire at all—their clothes
king’s gold statue.
did not even smell like smoke.
Nebuchadnezzar praised God: “The God of Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego sent an angel and rescued
His servants!” King Nebuchadnezzar made a new law
for all the people. “Anyone who says anything against
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego’s God will be
punished! No other god can save people like this!” Then
the king gave Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego important
jobs in his kingdom.
Christ Connection: God was with Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego in the fire. Only He could rescue them. God rescues
us too, through His Son, Jesus. Only Jesus can save us from our
sin. Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross provided the way for us to be
rescued from sin and have eternal life.

Hope in Exile
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INTRODUCE the Story
The Fiery Furnace
BIBLE PASSAGE: Daniel 3
STORY POINT: God delivered Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego from
the king.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why do we pray? We pray because we trust God,
and we know He hears us.
SESSION TITLE:

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids
connect to your group. Prompt kids to think about a time
when they had to make a quick decision. Invite the kids to
share about that time and why they made their decision.

Activity page (5 minutes)
• “Surprising Finds”
activity page,
1 per kid
• pencils or markers

Invite kids to complete “Surprising Finds” on the activity
page. Instruct kids to find the objects hidden in the picture.
SAY • Have you ever looked at a picture for a short time,
walked away, and then come back and looked at it
again to see new things you missed the first time you
saw the picture? Today, we are going to hear a story
about a time when a powerful king saw something he
didn’t expect to see.

Session starter (10 minutes)
• pair of sneakers or
work boots
• stones or rocks

OPTION 1: Protected
Hold up a pair of shoes or boots. Ask the kids to think
about why we wear shoes. Give the kids time to share their
ideas. Emphasize that shoes protect our feet.
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Scatter rocks on the ground. Put on the boots or shoes,
and then walk over the rocks. Describe how they protect
your feet and how it would feel if you walked on the rocks
barefoot.
Ask kids to think of other things we might wear to
protect ourselves. (helmet for riding a bike, shin guards for
playing soccer, knee pads for skateboarding, and so on)
SAY • Today I am going to tell you a true story about a time
God protected three men when they were thrown
into a fiery furnace.
OPTION 2: Trust

demonstration
Prior to the session, cut a sponge to fit snugly into the
bottom of an opaque plastic cup. Use hot glue to secure it
to the bottom of the cup to ensure it doesn’t fall out during
the demonstration.
Choose a volunteer and explain that you will test his
trust in you. Guide the volunteer to hold out his hand and
give him the cup with the sponge. Instruct him to continue
holding out his arm so he will not look inside the cup. Pour
a small amount of water into the cup. Ask him again if he
trusts you. Announce that on the count of three, he must
tip the cup over his head. Count to three. When he tips the
cup, no water will spill from the cup.
SAY • Wow! Thank you, [name of volunteer], for being such
a brave volunteer! Today, we will learn about three
Hebrew men who trusted God to protect them from
something much more scary than being splashed
with water.

• sponge
• scissors
• opaque plastic cup
• hot glue
• bottled water
Tip: Practice before
the session to
determine the right
amount of water
to use.

Transition to teach the story

Hope in Exile

11

© 2019 LifeWay

005813000_v6_OlderKidsLeaderGuide.indb 11

5/20/19 11:04 AM

g” is
a)

TEACH the Story
The Fiery Furnace
BIBLE PASSAGE: Daniel 3
STORY POINT: God delivered Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego from
the king.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why do we pray? We pray because we trust God,
and we know He hears us.
SESSION TITLE:

• room decorations
• Theme Background
Slide (optional)

d

Suggested Theme Decorating Ideas: Simulate a kid’s
bedroom. Arrange a table with a lamp on it. Place some
toys around the room or inside a toy box. Hang posters or
pictures on the wall. Consider positioning a small bed at
the front of the room. You may also choose to display the
theme background slide.

Countdown
• countdown video

Show the countdown video as you transition to teach the
story. Set it to end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)
• leader attire

Tip: If you prefer
not to use
themed content
or characters,
adapt or omit this
introduction.

[Leader enters dressed in pajamas.]
LEADER • Hello there! I’m [your name]. [Yawn.] I didn’t get
much sleep last night. You see, there is a new movie
coming out that I am really excited to see. The movie
premiere is just a few months away, and the tickets
went on sale last night at midnight! I knew tickets
would sell out fast, so I tried to stay up so I could
get a ticket. Around 11 p.m., I fell asleep. I even
started dreaming! But my alarm woke me up just
five minutes before tickets were released. I am really
excited about going to the movie premiere, but now

12

Older Kids Leader Guide
Unit 16 • Session 1

© 2019 LifeWay

005813000_v6_OlderKidsLeaderGuide.indb 12

5/20/19 11:04 AM

I am so tired!
[Pick up a Bible.] Did you know there are some
stories in the Bible about people who had dreams?
Over the next few weeks, we are going to hear these
stories and learn about how God used dreams to
teach people about Himself.

Big picture question (1 minute)
• As we hear the Bible stories, we will answer a
very important big picture question. The question
is, Why do we pray? Huh. That’s a great question.
Well, sometimes we pray before dinner or at bedtime
because we know it’s something we should do, but
have you ever really thought about why we pray? The
answer to our big picture question is this: We pray
because we trust God, and we know He hears us.

LEADER

Giant timeline (1 minute)
Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as • Giant Timeline
you review.
LEADER • This timeline shows when stories from the Bible
happened. Here is the story we will learn about
today. [Point to “The Fiery Furnace.”] The Bible is
full of stories about things that happened a long time
ago. All of these stories fit together to tell one big
story of how God rescues sinners through Jesus.
Over the next few weeks, we will learn about
God’s people, who were living in exile. The Southern
Kingdom of Judah had been captured by Babylon.
God used faithful people to continue His plan to
provide salvation through Jesus.

Hope in Exile
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Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)
• Bibles
• “The Fiery Furnace”
video
• Big Picture Question
Poster
• Bible Story Picture
Poster
• Story Point Poster

d

Open your Bible to Daniel 3. Use the Bible storytelling tips
on the Bible story page to help you tell the story, or show
the Bible story video “The Fiery Furnace.”
LEADER • What a story! Why do you think King
Nebuchadnezzar built a gold statue? (He was prideful
and wanted his people to know he ruled over them. He
thought he was more powerful than God; Dan. 3:15.)
When these three men refused to bow down to the
statue, did they believe God would save them? Look
at Daniel 3:18. [Allow time for kids to read the verse
and respond.]
The men chose to trust that God’s plan was the
best for them, even if they had to face something
very scary. Do you remember our big picture
question? Why do we pray? Well, Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego knew the answer to this
question. They prayed and we pray because we trust
God, and we know He hears us.
One of the most incredible parts of this story is
when King Nebuchadnezzar looked into the fiery
furnace after the three men were thrown in and saw
four men walking around! Scholars believe the fourth
man was an angel or even God the Son!
God delivered Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego from the king. How did King
Nebuchadnezzar respond after he saw four men in
the furnace? Look at Daniel 3:26. [Allow kids to read
the verse and respond.] That’s right! Nebuchadnezzar
was so astonished by what he saw that he recognized
the power of the Most High God.
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Christ connection
• God was with Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego
in the fire. Only He could rescue them. God rescues
us too, through His Son, Jesus. Only Jesus can save
us from our sin. Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross provided
the way for us to be rescued from sin and have
eternal life.

LEADER

Questions from kids video (3 minutes)

Tip: Use Scripture
and the guide
provided on page 17
to explain how to
become a Christian.
Make sure kids
know when and
where they can ask
questions.

Show the “Unit 16, Session 1” questions from kids video.
• “Unit 16, Session 1”
questions from kids
Prompt kids to think about whether or not Samuel should
video
have cheated on his test to get a good grade. Guide them to
discuss times they chose to do the right thing even though it
meant facing difficult consequences.

Missions moment (3 minutes)
LEADER • God delivered Shadrach, Meshach,
• “Ukegbu Family
and Abednego from the king. God delivers us today Photo” printable
through His Son, Jesus. That’s what the Ukegbus
(yoo-KAY-boos), a missionary family in Miami,
Florida, want people to know. Miami is home to
many different cultures and languages. The Ukegbus
started a church there so people could hear about
Jesus and grow in their faith.
Show the Ukegbu family picture and introduce the
members of the family. Invite kids to repeat the names after
you: Muche (MOO-chee); Diamone (DIGH-ah-mon);
Serenity, age 8; Joelle (JOH-el), age 7; Noah, age 5.
Ask kids who are the same age as any of the Ukegbu
children to stand. Then pray, thanking God for
missionaries. Display the picture to remind kids to pray for
the Ukegbus and other missionaries your church supports.

Hope in Exile
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Key passage (5 minutes)
• Key Passage Poster
• “Rejoice, Pray, and
Give Thanks” song

d

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read
together 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18.
LEADER • Our key passage is found in the New Testament
book of 1 Thessalonians. The apostle Paul wrote this
book as a letter to a church to encourage the believers
there to remain strong in the faith.
Our key passage reminds us that we should pray
constantly. We can talk to God about anything at
any time. Why do we pray? We pray because we
trust God, and we know He hears us.
Lead kids in singing “Rejoice, Pray, and Give Thanks.”

Sing (4 minutes)
• “Always in Control
(This I Know)” song

Open your Bible and read aloud Psalm 100:4.
LEADER • Like Nebuchadnezzar praised God when he
recognized God’s power, we should live a life of
praise and thanksgiving to God for sending His Son,
Jesus, to rescue us from our sins.
Sing together “Always in Control (This I Know).”

Pray (2 minutes)
Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • God, You are all-powerful and in control of every
situation we face. We are so thankful that when we
pray, You hear us. You are a faithful God. Thank You
for showing us through Your Word how You have
provided a Rescuer from sin through Your Son, Jesus.
Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me

Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God,
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.
God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud
and explain what these verses mean.
We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)
God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.
Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.
We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent,
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.
Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus.
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and complete
with their families.

Hope in Exile
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APPLY the Story
The Fiery Furnace
BIBLE PASSAGE: Daniel 3
STORY POINT: God delivered Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego from
the king.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why do we pray? We pray because we trust God,
and we know He hears us.
SESSION TITLE:

d

d
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Key passage activity (5 minutes)
• Key Passage Poster
• paper
• scissors
• tape
• marker
Option: For larger
groups, print a
verse set in red and
one in blue. Hide the
words throughout
the room. Form two
teams to collect
words by assigned
color and arrange
them in order.

Before the session, make a copy of the key passage poster.
Cut apart the words or phrases and tape them under
random chairs in the room.
Display the key passage poster. Lead kids in reading
aloud 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18. Instruct kids to look under
the chairs to find the words. Kids who find a word should
bring it to the front. Challenge them to arrange the words
in the correct order.
SAY • Great job! Our Bible story today reminds us to trust
God always, even in hard situations. Our key passage
reminds us that we can show our trust in the Lord
by rejoicing always, praying constantly, and giving
thanks in everything.

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)
• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Story Point Poster
• Small Group Timeline
and Map Set
(005802970)

Distribute Bibles. Guide boys and girls to open their
Bibles to Daniel 3. Remind kids that the Book of Daniel
is found in the Old Testament. Explain that Daniel’s story
takes place in Babylon, a large city that was ruled by a
king named Nebuchadnezzar. [Point out Babylon (F11)
on the Old Testament Mediterranean Map.] Remind kids
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that God’s people had been taken to Babylon after King
Nebuchadnezzar attacked Judah.
Choose a volunteer to read aloud Daniel 3:17-18.
SAY • Even though the friends knew they would face death
if they disobeyed the king, they chose to obey God.
They trusted that God could save them from the fire
and even knew He might choose not to rescue them.
Still, they trusted that God had the best plan.
This story reminds us that God is our Rescuer.
God delivered Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego
from the king, and He rescues us from sin through
Jesus—the only One who can save us.
Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss:
1. Do you think it was easy for Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego to decide to disobey the king? Why? Help
kids realize that it would have been very hard to be the
only ones disobeying the king’s command, but these men
decided to follow God, even if it cost them their lives.
Emphasize that the friends knew the trials they endured
on earth were only temporary and that one day God
would reward them for their faithfulness.
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read James 1:12.)
2. How can this story be an encouragement when we
feel like we are the only ones obeying God? Point
out that God was with the men when they chose to
obey Him instead of the king. Lead kids to connect that
through the Holy Spirit, God is also with us.
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Rom. 5:3-5.)
3. What are some ways you can choose to obey God in
your life? Give kids time to discuss. Explain that after
Jesus’ death and resurrection, His followers continued
telling others about Jesus. They were put on trial. Like

Hope in Exile

Option: Retell or
review the Bible
story using the
bolded text of the
Bible story script.
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Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, Jesus’ followers chose
to obey God rather than people.
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Acts 5:29.)

Activity choice (10 minutes)
Balance challenge
Challenge kids to take turns balancing cups on
their heads. Kids should stack cups on their heads and
take a few steps forward. Recognize the kid who is able to
balance the most cups.
When kids complete the challenge, instruct them to
sit and face you. Write the following words or phrases on
separate cups: family, neighbors, church, community, ministry,
friends, time with God, school, work. Stack the cups in a way
that each word or phrase is visible.
SAY • These are just some of the things that missionaries,
and many other Christians, have to balance. Each
of these things is important and requires their time.
Let’s pray that the Ukegbu (yoo-KAY-boo) family
will follow God as they balance all the things they
need to do as they share the gospel in Miami. [Pray.]
OPTION 1:

• foam or paper cups
• marker
Tip: Use this
activity option
to reinforce the
missions moment
from Teach the
Story.

• small pieces of poster
board, 1 per kid
• kid-friendly magazines
• markers, crayons, or
colored pencils
• glue sticks
• scissors
• Bibles
• Bible concordance

OPTION 2: The

impossible wall
Explain that walls often represent barriers or obstacles, but
today we will use the idea of a wall as a reminder of how
God is able to overcome any obstacle or barrier.
Distribute a small piece of poster board to each kid.
Each piece of poster board represents a wall. Direct kids to
write prayer requests and needs they or their friends and
family members currently have that seem impossible.
Encourage kids to cut out pictures from magazines or
draw pictures next to their need that remind them of God’s
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promises. Help kids use a concordance to find out what the
Bible says about specific topics.
SAY • Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego trusted God when
they faced punishment from the king. God delivered
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego from the king.
God is all-powerful. When we need help, we can
pray to Him. Why do we pray? We pray because we
trust God, and we know He hears us.
This week, pray about the things you wrote on
your wall. God hears your prayers, and He does
everything for His glory and your good.

Option: Review the
gospel with boys
and girls. Explain
that kids are
welcome to speak
with you or another
teacher if they
have questions.

Journal and prayer (5 minutes)
Distribute journal pages and pencils. Guide kids to think
about and answer the questions listed on the page:
• What does this story teach me about God or the
gospel?
• What does the story teach me about myself?
• Are there any commands in this story to obey? How
are they for God’s glory and my good?
• Are there any promises in this story to remember?
How do they help me trust and love God?
• How does this story help me to live on mission
better?
As kids journal, invite them to share their ideas. Then pray,
thanking God for sending Jesus to be our all-powerful
Rescuer who delivers us from sin and death.
As time allows, lead kids to complete “Crossword
Challenge” on the activity page. Kids will use details from
the story to complete a crossword puzzle.

Hope in Exile

• pencils
• Journal Page
• “Crossword
Challenge” activity
page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents
this week’s Big
Picture Cards for
Families to allow
families to interact
with the biblical
content at home.
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