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First King
BIBLE PASSAGE:
1 Samuel 8–15
STORY POINT:
God’s people wanted a king like the
nations around them.
KEY PASSAGE:
Jeremiah 10:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION:
Is anything or anyone greater than God?
No, God is greater than everything
and everyone.
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Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. For free training and session-bysession help, visit MinistryGrid.com/gospelproject.
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LEADER Bible Study
Today’s Bible story picks up more than 20 years after the Philistines
returned the ark of God to the Israelites. During that time, Israel began
to seek God again, and Samuel led them to remove their foreign gods and
worship God only.
Samuel had judged Israel throughout his lifetime, but he was getting old.
So Samuel made his sons, Joel and Abijah, judges over Israel. But like
many sons before them, Joel and Abijah did not follow the example of
their father. They disobeyed God and caused problems for Israel. The
elders of Israel spoke to Samuel about his sons and demanded a king. All
the other nations around them had kings, they pointed out. Samuel knew
their desire to imitate the nations around them was sinful, and he prayed
to God.

3

“Give them what they want,” God said. “They have not rejected you;
they have rejected Me as their King.” Samuel explained to the Israelites
what rights a king would have over them; he warned them that when they
regretted asking for a king—and they would regret it—God would not
help them.
The people insisted on having a king, so God chose a man named Saul to
be the king. By all appearances, Saul was a good king. He was handsome,
taller than most people, and God had blessed him. But Saul failed to
obey God. First, Saul sinned by burning offerings in Samuel’s absence.
Later, when the Israelites defeated the Amalekites, Saul did not follow
God’s instructions for destroying everything. The Lord regretted making
Saul king.
As you teach, guide the kids to understand that Saul was not the king
the people needed. All earthly kings are imperfect. But we can see
how those kings point us to the perfect King, Jesus, who followed His
Father’s instructions without fail. Thank God for sending us the King we
needed—a King who loved us enough to give His life for our salvation.
Samuel and King Saul
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The BIBLE Story
Israel’s First King
1 Samuel 8–15
Samuel was a judge over Israel. At this time, Israel had no king,
but the leaders of Israel said, “We want a king like the nations
around us!” Samuel wasn’t sure how to respond, so he prayed to God.
God said, “Give them what they want, but warn them
what it will be like to have an earthly king.”
A king could make their sons serve
in the army, he could make their
daughters work for him, or he
could take away their fields and
servants. But the Israelites didn’t
care. “Give us a king!” they
said.
God brought to Samuel a
man named Saul. “You will
be king!” Samuel said. Saul
was surprised; he was from
the tribe of Benjamin, the
smallest tribe in Israel. Samuel
anointed Saul, and the Spirit
of God was with Saul.
When the time came for
Samuel to introduce the Israelites
to their new king, no one could find
Saul. God said, “There he is, hidden
among the supplies.” The people ran to Saul.
“Long live the king!” they said.
The Israelites thought Saul would be a good king, but Saul did
not obey God. One day, Saul took an army to fight the Philistines.
But the Philistines had more chariots, more horses, and more
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Bible
soldiers. Saul wanted to ask God for help. Maybe if he
Storytelling Tips
made an offering to God, they would win the battle.
There was one problem: only the priests, like Samuel, • Draw pictures:
were allowed to give offerings to God. Saul waited, but
On a dry erase
board or large sheet
Samuel did not come. Saul’s soldiers started to leave, so
of paper, sketch
Saul decided to make an offering to God himself.
figures as you tell
Then Samuel arrived. “You have disobeyed God,”
the story. Consider
portraying Samuel,
Samuel said. “You will not be king much longer. God is
a king’s crown, Saul,
going to find someone obedient to be king.”
and battle elements
Some time later, the Israelites won a battle against
(chariots, horses,
soldiers).
the Amalekites (uh MAL uh kights). God wanted Saul
to destroy everything, but Saul only destroyed things he • Use your voice:
Pause and allow
didn’t want.
for silence between
God told Samuel, “I regret that I made Saul king because paragraphs or scenes
to emphasize the
he does not obey Me.”
gravity of Saul’s
Samuel confronted Saul. “I did obey God!” Saul
decisions.
argued. “I only saved the best animals to sacrifice to the
Lord.”
Samuel asked, “Does God care more about obedience or
sacrifices? You rejected His instruction, so God has rejected
you as king.”
Saul admitted his sin and asked for forgiveness.
Samuel said, “God has taken away your kingship today,
and He will make someone else king.”

Christ Connection: God intended for a heavenly king to
rule over Israel, but the Israelites did not trust God’s plan and
wanted a king like the nations around them. God gave them a
king, but Saul did not obey God. God had a plan to send His
Son, Jesus. King Jesus trusted and obeyed God perfectly and
died so sinners could be forgiven and accepted.

Samuel and King Saul
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INTRODUCE the Story
Israel’s First King
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Samuel 8–15
STORY POINT: God’s people wanted a king like the nations around them.
KEY PASSAGE: Jeremiah 10:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Is anything or anyone greater than God? No, God
is greater than everything and everyone.
SESSION TITLE:

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids
connect to your group. Prompt kids to talk about a time
they received something they really wanted. How did they
feel? Were they as satisfied as they hoped?

d

Activity page (5 minutes)
• “Search and Find”
activity page,
1 per kid
• pencils or markers

on is
lect
nd paste
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Invite kids to complete “Search and Find” on the activity
page. Guide kids to find and circle the words in the word
search. As time allows, review the meanings of the words
given. Consider referring to a kids’ Bible dictionary.
SAY • All of these words are related to the Bible story we
will hear today. Listen closely when we hear the story
for these important words.

Session starter (10 minutes)
OPTION 1: The

artist, the model, and the clay
Choose three volunteers. Assign each volunteer the role of
the artist, the model, or the clay. Instruct the clay to stand
with his hands to his side.
Explain that that model will strike a pose. The artist
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should gently position the arms, legs, and head of the clay
to match the post of the model. The clay should be flexible,
allowing himself to be molded.
When the artist finishes, compare the clay and model.
Then choose new volunteers to play another round.
SAY • In this game, the goal of the artist was to make the
clay just like the model. In the Bible story we will
hear today, the Israelites looked at the nations around
them and decided they wanted to be like them.
Those nations had kings, so the Israelites wanted a
king.

Tip: Girls may be
more comfortable
participating with
other girls, and
boys with boys.

“If I were king … ”
Guide kids to stand in a circle. Assign one kid to be the
• plastic or paper
crown (optional)
king, and place a crown in his hands. He should say, “If
I were king, …” and then describe something he wants
everyone to do. For example, “If I were king, I would make
everyone hop on one foot.”
The king should perform the action along with everyone
else. Then the player to the king’s left becomes king
(transfer the crown) and gives a new rule: “If I were king, I
would make everyone spin in a circle.” Continue around the
circle until everyone has a chance to lead.
SAY • After the time of Joshua, God’s people were led by
judges. The judges were military leaders who helped
Israel overthrow their enemies. The nations around
Israel were not ruled by judges; they were ruled
by kings. After awhile, the Israelites decided they
wanted to be ruled by a king, too. In today’s Bible
story, we’ll find out if they got what they wanted.
OPTION 2:

Transition to teach the story

Samuel and King Saul
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TEACH the Story
Israel’s First King
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Samuel 8–15
STORY POINT: God’s people wanted a king like the nations around them.
KEY PASSAGE: Jeremiah 10:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Is anything or anyone greater than God? No, God
is greater than everything and everyone.
SESSION TITLE:

Countdown
• countdown video

d

Show the countdown video as you transition to teach the
story. Set it to end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)
• leader attire
• backpack
• Bible
• large walking stick

Tip: If you prefer
not to use
themed content
or characters,
adapt or omit this
introduction.

44

[Leader enters wearing green or khaki pants, a utility shirt,
and a backpack containing a Bible. Leader may choose to
accessorize with sunglasses or a hat. He or she also carries a
large walking stick.]
LEADER • Hello, everyone! Whew, I am glad to see you.
It’s been a bit of a rough week in the jungle. [Tell
dramatically.] First, I was crossing a rope bridge above
a deep ravine when I slipped and nearly dropped
by backpack. I caught it, but not before half of my
snacks fell out and plunged to the jungle floor where
they’re probably being enjoyed by wild boars. Then,
just as I got across the bridge, the sky opened up and
poured down the heaviest rain I have ever seen. I was
completely soaked.
The next day, I got a little lost and spent several
hours finding my way back to camp. This is my last
day hiking. I’m glad to take a break [remove backpack;
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take out a Bible] and share a Bible story with you.

Big picture question (1 minute)
• I’ve been thinking about our big picture question
and answer a lot over the last week. The question is,
Is anything or anyone greater than God? And here
is the answer: No, God is greater than everything
and everyone. The answer seems obvious, but it’s
good to remember what is true about God and about
ourselves. We easily forget, and we’ll see in today’s
Bible story what happened when the Israelites forgot
that God is greater than everything and everyone.

LEADER

Giant timeline (1 minute)
Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as
you review.
LEADER • The Israelites had entered the promised land.
After Joshua died, the people were ruled by judges.
After a while, the Israelites started looking around at
the nations around them. Those people weren’t ruled
by judges; they were ruled by kings. The Israelites
decided they wanted a king too. Today’s Bible story
is called “Israel’s First King.” Let’s find out how Israel
got a king.

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)
Open your Bible to 1 Samuel 8–15. Use the Bible
storytelling tips on the Bible story page to help you tell the
story, or show the Bible story video “Israel’s First King.”
LEADER • The Israelites wanted a king. Samuel was old
and could not lead the people much longer. His
sons did not obey God’s commands. So the people

Samuel and King Saul

• Giant Timeline

• Bibles
• “Israel’s First King”
video
• Big Picture Question
Poster
• Bible Story Picture
Poster
• Story Point Poster
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Tip: Use Scripture
and the guide
provided on page 49
to explain how to
become a Christian.
Make sure kids
know when and
where they can ask
questions.

46

looked around them at the other nations who had
kings. God’s people wanted a king like the nations
around them. Had God ever wanted the Israelites to
be like the nations around them? No. God wanted
the Israelites to be different from the other nations.
They were His chosen people. They were to worship
only Him and follow His commands. But the
Israelites rejected God and demanded a human king
to be their leader.
Samuel warned them of all the things that would
happen when they had a king, but the people didn’t
care. So God provided a king: Saul from the tribe of
Benjamin. Saul looked like a king; he was tall and
handsome. But what is more important, how the
king looks or how the king acts?
Saul disobeyed God. Instead of trusting God, Saul
offered a sacrifice. Samuel, the priest, was supposed
to offer the sacrifice. When God commanded Saul
to destroy everything in a battle, Saul only destroyed
the things that weren’t valuable. Saul sinned. He
decided his plan was better than God’s plan.
God would not allow someone to lead His people
and keep sinning the way Saul did. God wanted the
Israelites to have a leader who loved Him. He wanted
a leader who followed Him—a leader who would
help the Israelites love and follow God too. Saul was
not that type of leader, so God rejected him as king.

Christ connection
• God intended for a heavenly king to rule over
Israel, but the Israelites did not trust God’s plan and
wanted a king like the nations around them. God

LEADER
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gave them a king, but Saul did not obey God. God
had a plan to send His Son, Jesus. King Jesus trusted
and obeyed God perfectly and died so sinners could
be forgiven and accepted.

Questions from kids video (3 minutes)
Show the “Unit 10, Session 3” questions from kids video.
• “Unit 10, Session 3”
questions from kids
Prompt kids to think about whether or not we need to
video
listen to earthly leaders. Guide them to discuss how they
feel knowing God has put earthly leaders in their positions.
Does knowing that make it easier to respect and obey them?

Missions moment (3 minutes)
LEADER • Today’s Bible story reminds us that there
is no one like God! We’ve been learning that many
people living in the Amazon Jungle don’t know God.
They don’t know that He sent His Son, Jesus, to save
them. Many people groups living in the Amazon
don’t have the Bible written in their language.
Instead, missionaries and Christians share the Bible
through storying—showing pictures and telling
God’s stories.
Point to the “Storying Cloth Picture” and explain that this
is one example of a storying cloth missionaries might use to
tell people about Jesus.
LEADER • We can share stories from the Bible with others
too! You can start by practicing sharing today’s story
with a friend or family member this week.

Key passage (5 minutes)
Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read
together Jeremiah 10:6.

Samuel and King Saul

• “Storying Cloth
Picture” printable

• Key Passage Poster
• “There Is No One Like
You” song
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• In today’s Bible story, the Israelites looked around
and wanted to be like the other nations—ruled by a
king. What kind of king would you want ruling over
you? Maybe someone who is great and powerful?
The Bible says that no one compares to God! He
is great and powerful. If you haven’t memorized our
key passage yet, keep working on it! Let’s sing our key
passage song to help us remember these words from
the prophet Jeremiah.
Lead kids in singing the song “There Is No One Like You.”

LEADER

Sing (4 minutes)
• “Crown Him With
Many Crowns” song

Open your Bible and read aloud Psalm 145:1-2.
LEADER • God’s people wanted a king like the nations
around them, but the Bible says God is our one true
King! Because God is greater than everything and
everyone, He deserves our worship. Let’s worship Him
now with a song.
Sing together “Crown Him With Many Crowns.”

Pray (2 minutes)
Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • Lord God, we confess that we are like the
Israelites. Sometimes we look around at what others
have and we want it too. We don’t always trust Your
good plans. Like Saul, we are tempted to make
excuses for why we sin. We think our plans are better
than Yours. Lord, forgive us. Thank You for providing
Jesus, the perfect King. Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me

Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God,
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.
God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud
and explain what these verses mean.
We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)
God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.
Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.
We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent,
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.
Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus.
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and complete
with their families.

Samuel and King Saul
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APPLY the Story
Israel’s First King
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Samuel 8–15
STORY POINT: God’s people wanted a king like the nations around them.
KEY PASSAGE: Jeremiah 10:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Is anything or anyone greater than God? No, God
is greater than everything and everyone.
SESSION TITLE:

d

d
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Key passage activity (5 minutes)
• Key Passage Poster
• ball

Display the key passage poster. Instruct kids to stand in a
circle. Lead kids in reading Jeremiah 10:6 aloud together.
Give one player a ball and invite her to say the first word of
the key passage. Then invite her to toss the ball to someone
else. That player should say the second word of the key
passage and pass the ball to another player.
Continue around the circle, ensuring that everyone
participates. Leave the key passage poster in view the first
round or two. Then remove the poster and challenge kids to
recite the key passage from memory.
SAY • Great job! Memorizing God’s Word helps us
remember what is true about God and about
ourselves. Like our key passage, our big picture
question teaches us something important about God:
Is anything or anyone greater than God? No, God
is greater than everything and everyone.

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Story Point Poster
• Small Group Timeline
and Map Set
(005802970)

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)

50

Distribute Bibles. Guide boys and girls to open their Bibles
to 1 Samuel 8. Remind kids that the Book of 1 Samuel is
the fourth book of Old Testament History. It tells about
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Israel’s history after the time of the judges. Explain that
Samuel was the last judge of Israel. Choose a volunteer to
read aloud 1 Samuel 8:6-7.
SAY • God’s people wanted a king like the nations
around them. God gave them a king, but Saul did
not obey God. He gave offerings at Gilgal when only
the priests were supposed to give offerings. [Point to
the area just north of Jericho (H6) on the Old Testament
Kingdoms Map to show the approximate location of
Gilgal.] Then, when Israel defeated the Amalekites,
Saul did not destroy everything as God commanded.
Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss:
1. Why didn’t God want His people to have an earthly
king? Point out that the people had rejected God and
wanted to be like the nations around them, but God
had chosen His people to be holy. His plan for them
was better—to give them a heavenly king to lead them
perfectly.
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read John 18:36-37.)
2. Why do you think people live for things other than
Jesus? Prompt kids to discuss how people might live
for power, comfort, recognition, or success. Help them
consider that until a person knows Jesus, other things
might seem better. We can point people to Jesus—our
greatest treasure—for true life and joy.
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Matt. 13:44.)
3. How should believers be different than others around
them? Remind kids that God calls His people to be holy
like He is holy. The word holy means “set apart.” People
living with Jesus as King belong to a kingdom that
doesn’t make sense to the world.
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Luke 6:27-30.)

Samuel and King Saul

Option: Retell or
review the Bible
story using the
bolded text of the
Bible story script.
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Activity choice (10 minutes)
Storying the story
Remind kids that missionaries in the Amazon often
use storying to share the Bible with people living there.
Storying is showing pictures and telling God’s stories.
Form groups of three or four. Give each group a piece
of paper and colored pencils. Give each group a Bible and
invite them to find today’s Bible story.
Instruct groups to work together to draw a picture that
best illustrates the story. Then they will practice retelling the
story to one another. If time allows, ask each group to share
with the larger group.
SAY • Many people living in the Amazon Jungle do not
know the good news of Jesus. We can pray that
missionaries will be able to reach them with the
gospel and that they will believe that God is great.
Close in prayer for the people of the Amazon.
OPTION 1:

• paper
• colored pencils
• Bibles
Tip: Use this
activity option
to reinforce the
missions moment
from Teach the
Story.

d

Be different!
Instruct kids to stand in five single-file lines facing the front
of the room. Give the first player in each line a marker and
paper or a small dry erase board. Explain that you will name
a category, and each player will write a word that fits the
category. You may choose to set a 5-second or 10-second
time limit.
Then compare the answers. Any player whose answer
is the same as another player’s is out. Any player with a
unique answer that fits the category moves to the back of a
line. Erase answers or provide new paper. Play with a new
category. Continue as time allows.
(Suggested categories: colors, books of the Bible, sports,
ice cream flavors, number between 1-10, animals, pizza

OPTION 2:

• paper or small dry
erase boards
• markers
• erasers
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toppings, holidays, month of the year, shapes, fruits)
SAY • In this game, the goal was to be different—to not
be like the people next to you. We heard in our
Bible story today that the Israelites didn’t want to
be different. God’s people wanted a king like the
nations around them. Did God want the Israelites
to be like the nations around them? No! God set
apart the Israelites as His special people. They were
to worship only Him and follow His commands.
When we trust in Jesus, we become set apart from
the world as part of God’s special family.

Option: Review the
gospel with boys
and girls. Explain
that kids are
welcome to speak
with you or another
teacher if they
have questions.

Journal and prayer (5 minutes)
Distribute journal pages and pencils. Guide kids to think
about and answer the questions listed on the page:
• What does this story teach me about God or the
gospel?
• What does the story teach me about myself?
• Are there any commands in this story to obey? How
are they for God’s glory and my good?
• Are there any promises in this story to remember?
How do they help me trust and love God?
• How does this story help me to live on mission
better?
As kids journal, invite them to share their ideas. Then pray,
asking God to help kids trust Him and His plan. Ask for
wisdom to know when we should be different from the
people around us. Thank God for sending His Son, Jesus,
to be our perfect King.
As time allows, lead kids to complete “Israel’s First
King” on the activity page. Kids should use the key to
decode the message.

Samuel and King Saul

• pencils
• Journal Page
• “Israel’s First King”
activity page,
1 per kid

Tip: Give parents
this week’s Big
Picture Cards for
Families to allow
families to interact
with the biblical
content at home.
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