





Israel’s history after the time of the judges. Explain that
Samuel was the last judge of Israel. Choose a volunteer to
read aloud 1 Samuel 8:6-7.
SAY *God’s people wanted a king like the nations
around them. God gave them a king, but Saul did
not obey God. He gave offerings at Gilgal when only
the priests were supposed to give offerings. [Point to
the area just north of Jericho (HG6) on the Old Testament
Kingdoms Map to show the approximate location of
Gilgal.] Then, when Israel defeated the Amalekites,
Saul did not destroy everything as God commanded.
Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss: Opton:Retell or
1. Why didnt God want His people to have an earthly review the Bible
king? Point out that the people had rejected God and story using the
wanted to be like the nations around them, but God E?g?eegt?rxytg”tpqe
had chosen His people to be holy. His plan for them
was better—to give them a heavenly king to lead them
perfectly.
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read John 18:36-37.)
2. Why do you think people live for things other than
Jesus? Prompt kids to discuss how people might live
for power, comfort, recognition, or success. Help them
consider that until a person knows Jesus, other things
might seem better. We can point people to Jesus—our
greatest treasure—for true life and joy.
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Matt. 13:44.)
3. How should believers be different than others around
them? Remind kids that God calls His people to be holy
like He is holy. The word holy means “Set apart.” People
living with Jesus as King belong to a kingdom that
doesn’t make sense to the world.
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Luke 6:27-30.)
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PREP

- paper
-colored pencils
-Bibles

Tip: Use this
activity option
to reinforce the
missions moment
from Teach the
Story.

- paper or small dry

erase boards
-markers
-erasers
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Activity choice (10 minutes)
Z425 OPTION 1: Storying the story

<777 Remind kids that missionaries in the Amazon often

use storying to share the Bible with people living there.

Storying is showing pictures and telling God’s stories.

Form groups of three or four. Give each group a piece ‘
of paper and colored pencils. Give each group a Bible and
invite them to find today’s Bible story.

Instruct groups to work together to draw a picture that
best illustrates the story. Then they will practice retelling the
story to one another. If time allows, ask each group to share
with the larger group.

SAY *Many people living in the Amazon Jungle do not
know the good news of Jesus. We can pray that
missionaries will be able to reach them with the
gospel and that they will believe that God is great.

Close in prayer for the people of the Amazon.

OPTION 2: Be different!
Instruct kids to stand in five single-file lines facing the front
of the room. Give the first player in each line a marker and
paper or a small dry erase board. Explain that you will name
a category, and each player will write a word that fits the
category. You may choose to set a 5-second or 10-second
time limit.

Then compare the answers. Any player whose answer
is the same as another player’s is out. Any player with a
unique answer that fits the category moves to the back of a
line. Erase answers or provide new paper. Play with a new

category. Continue as time allows.
(Suggested categories: colors, books of the Bible, sports,
ice cream flavors, number between 1-10, animals, pizza
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toppings, holidays, month of the year, shapes, fruits) Option: Review the
SAY *In this game, the goal was to be different—to not g?lzp:ilrxitgxsrzﬁ
be like the people next to you. We heard in our that kids are
Bible story today that the Israelites didn’t want to welcome to speak
be different. God’s people wanted a king like the with you or another
nations around them. Did God want the Israelites Ei?;h;l;gtfgsz
to be like the nations around them? No! God set ‘
apart the Israelites as His special people. They were

to worship only Him and follow His commands.

When we trust in Jesus, we become set apart from

the world as part of God’s special family.

Journal and prayer (5 minutes)
Distribute journal pages and pencils. Guide kids to think ~ -pencils
about and answer the questions listed on the page: -Journal Page

* What does this story teach me about God or the - reesFirt King
activity page,
gospel? Tperkid
* What does the story teach me about myself?
* Are there any commands in this story to obey? How
are they for God’s glory and my good?
* Are there any promises in this story to remember?
How do they help me trust and love God?
* How does this story help me to live on mission
better?
As kids journal, invite them to share their ideas. Then pray,
asking God to help kids trust Him and His plan. Ask for
wisdom to know when we should be different from the Tip: Give parents
people around us. Thank God for sending His Son, Jesus, this weeks Big
b fect Ki Picture Cards for
to be our periect King. Families to allow
As time allows, lead kids to complete “Israel’s First families to interact
King” on the activity page. Kids should use the key to with the biblical
decode the message. R
E Samuel and King Saul 5 3

© 2019 LifeWay






