
Unit 27 • Session 4 
Jesus Returned to Heaven 

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
Matthew 28; Acts 1 

 

STORY POINT:  
Jesus gave His disciples the Great Commission. 

 

KEY PASSAGE:  
John 11:25 

 

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
Where is Jesus now? Jesus ascended to heaven where He is seated at 

the right hand of the Father. 
 

The BIBLE Story 

Jesus Returned to Heaven 
Matthew 28; Acts 1 

After Jesus died on the cross and was raised from the dead, 
He spent time with His disciples over 40 days. During that time, 
Jesus told them even more about God’s kingdom. Then Jesus 
told His disciples to go to a mountain in Galilee. They saw Jesus 

Bible Storytelling Tips 
Call for active listening: Distribute key words on index cards. Kids should hold up 
their cards when they hear their words in the story. 
Use figures: Use people figures or play dough models to represent Jesus and His 
disciples. Move around the figures as you tell the story. 



there, and they worshiped Him. 
Jesus gave His disciples important instructions. Jesus said, 

“All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.” 
Jesus gave the disciples—and everyone who follows Him—a 
job to do. He said, “Go into all the world and preach the 
gospel. Make disciples of people from every nation.”  

Jesus also said, “Baptize them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teach them to obey 
everything I have commanded you.” Then Jesus said, 
“Remember this: I am always with you, until the very end of 
the age.” 

Jesus told His disciples to wait in the city of Jerusalem until God 
kept His promise to give them the Holy Spirit. Jesus said, “But 
you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come on you. 
You will be My witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

After Jesus said these things, He went up into heaven. The 
disciples watched Jesus until a cloud hid Him from their sight. All of 
a sudden, two angels appeared. They were wearing white 
clothes. These angels asked, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand 
looking up into heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken from 
you into heaven, will come again. He will return in the same 
way that you have seen Him going into heaven.” 

 
Christ Connection: Jesus left earth and returned to heaven, but 

He did not leave us alone. Jesus promised to send the Holy Spirit to 
be with us and help us do God’s work—to teach people everywhere 
about Jesus so they will trust in Him as their Lord and Savior. One 
day, Jesus will return to make all things new and to rule as Lord 
over all. 

 



INTRODUCE THE STORY 

Activity page (5 minutes) 

Invite kids to complete “Ascension Search” on the activity page. Guide 
kids to find and circle the key words in the word search. 
Say • All of these words have something to do with the Bible story 

we will hear today. Are any of these words familiar to you? 
Are any of them unfamiliar or confusing? 

Session starter (10 minutes) 
Option 1: Multiply it 

Show kids a single piece of paper. Invite kids to estimate how long it 
is. Ask them if they think you could make it any longer. How long? 
[Allow kids to respond.] 

Cut the paper in thin strips, from alternate sides, leaving a half 
inch margin so the strips stay connected. The thinner the strips, the 
more cuts you can make, making the paper longer. Don’t pull too 
hard when you stretch the paper or it will tear. 
SAY • This is still the same sheet of paper, but look how we 

multiplied the length. Before Jesus left earth for heaven, He 
told the disciples to multiply themselves. We’ll learn today 
what Jesus meant. 

 

“Ascension Search” activity page, 1 per kid 
pencils or markers 

paper 
scissors 
 
Tip: Practice cutting the paper before the session. 



Option 2: Clear instructions needed 

Distribute paper and instruct kids to list the steps needed to make a 
sandwich. Call on a volunteer to give you the steps he wrote. Follow 
them word-for-word, only following the instructions given. 

For example, do not put the bread on the plate unless the 
instructions specify to do so. Only unwrap the cheese or meat if 
instructed. If the instructions say to put the mayonnaise or ketchup 
on the bread, pick up the whole bottle or jar and put it on the bread. 
Make it obvious anywhere the instructions were not specific. 
Say • Most of us have made a sandwich before, so we should have 

understood the instructions. But how important is it to have 
specific instructions if you are doing something for the first 
time?  

Jesus knew His disciples would need special instructions 
for the task ahead of them. Let’s learn today what Jesus told 
them to do. 

 
 

APPLY THE STORY 
 

Key passage activity (5 minutes) 

Allergy Alert 
paper 
pencils 
sandwich-making items (bread, lunch meat, cheese slices, mayonnaise or other spread, 
plate, plastic knife, and so forth) 

Key Passage Poster 
beanbag 
stopwatch or timer (optional) 

Option: Time the kids to see how quickly they can say the key passage. 



Instruct the kids to stand in a circle. Display the key passage poster 
and lead kids in reading John 11:25 aloud together. 

Give a beanbag to one kid. That kid will say the first word of the 
key passage and then toss the beanbag to another kid to say the 
next word. Continue through the entire key passage. 

Say • Great work, everyone! God’s Word is meant to be shared. 
The good news of Jesus is too great to keep to ourselves. Whom 
can you share our Bible story with this week? 

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes) 

Distribute Bibles. Guide boys and girls to open their Bibles to Acts 
1. Explain that the Book of Acts was written by a doctor named 
Luke, who also wrote the Gospel of Luke. Choose a volunteer to 
read aloud Acts 1:8. 
Say • Where did Jesus say the disciples were to go? [As kids 

respond, point out Jerusalem (H4), Judea (J3), and Samaria 
(F4) on the New Testament Israel Map. Point out the “end of 
the earth” by showing the areas around the Mediterranean 
Sea on the New Testament Mediterranean Map.] 

Jesus gave His disciples the Great Commission. He 
knew they needed a plan. Jesus said to start in Jerusalem 
and then spread out to Judea, then to Samaria, and then to 
the end of the earth. Jesus calls everyone who follows Him to 
share the good news of the gospel in their city, nation, and 
around the world. 

 Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss: 
What is the Great Commission? Lead kids to recognize that 

Jesus is in heaven, and He is going to come back someday. 

Bibles, 1 per kid 
Story Point Poster 
Small Group Timeline and Map Set (005802970) 
Option: Retell or review the Bible story using the bolded text of the Bible story script. 



While we wait for Him, we have a special mission. Jesus 
wants us to help more people follow Him. The Great 
Commission is Jesus’ command that His disciples go out and 
preach the gospel to all people. 
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read 2 Pet. 3:9.) 

Why is obeying the Great Commission so important? Help kids 
recognize that because of the obedience of believers before 
us, we can know and respond to the gospel. Jesus wants us 
to tell others about Him too. Encourage kids to obey Jesus’ 
Great Commission. 
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Rom. 10:14.) 

 How does the Great Commission apply to us? Emphasize that 
the Great Commission wasn’t just for Jesus’ disciples. It is a 
command for everyone who believes in Him! Everyone needs 
to hear this good news. God calls some people to travel to 
faraway places to share the gospel, and sometimes He calls 
people to stay where they are and share the gospel with their 
neighbors. God wants believers to share the gospel with 
everyone in the whole world. 
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Rom. 1:16.) 

Activity  
Option 2: The domino effect 
Challenge kids to stand dominoes on end in a line, leaving only 
about an inch between the dominoes. Allow kids to work for several 
minutes. 

Choose a volunteer to push over the domino at the end of the 
line so that a chain reaction occurs—one domino knocks over the 
next, which knocks over the next, and so forth. Kids may reset or 
rearrange the dominoes and play again as time allows. 
 Say • Awesome! That’s what we call a chain reaction: when one 

event causes a bunch of other things to happen. In today’s 
Bible story, Jesus gave His disciples the Great 
Commission. He told them to make disciples—to tell others 



about Jesus and teach them to obey His commands. 
The disciples obeyed the Great Commission, and when 

those who heard believed, they told others. Everyone who 
follows Jesus is His disciple. The gospel is still spreading 
today because of the faithfulness and obedience of Jesus’ 
disciples. 

Journal and prayer (5 minutes) 

Distribute journal pages and pencils. Guide kids to think about and 
answer the questions listed on the page: 

What does this story teach me about God or the gospel? 
What does the story teach me about myself? 
Are there any commands in this story to obey? How are they 
for God’s glory and my good? 

Are there any promises in this story to remember? How do 
they help me trust and love God? 

How does this story help me to live on mission better? 
As kids journal, invite them to share their ideas. Then pray, thanking 
Jesus for His promise to be with us always and to send the Holy 
Spirit to guide us until He comes again. 

As time allows, lead kids to complete “What’s Next?” on the 
activity page. Kids should use the coordinates to decode the names 
of the places Jesus spoke about. Guide kids to find the first letter 
along to X-axis (bottom) before finding the second letter along the 
Y-axis (side).  

 

pencils 
Journal Page 
“What’s Next?” activity page, 1 per kid 

Tip: Give parents this week’s Big Picture Cards for Families to allow families to 
interact with the biblical content at home. 



The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me 
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the 
word gospel means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, 
the kingdom of God, and salvation. Use the following guide to share 
the gospel with kids. 

 
God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to 
read Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 
1:16-17 aloud and explain what these verses mean. 
 
We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone 
has chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. 
Because God is holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us 
from God and deserves God’s punishment of death. (Romans 6:23) 
 
God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue 
us from the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, 
could never earn on our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain 
Ephesians 2:8-9. 
 
Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on 
the cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life 
for us, we can be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the 
best gift ever! Read Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18. 
 
We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read Romans 
10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your 
heart that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on 
the cross. Repent, turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and 
others that your faith is in Jesus. 

 


