Use Week of:

Unit 22 • Session 4

Jesus Healed a Man
Who Was Blind
BIBLE PASSAGE:
John 9

STORY POINT:
Jesus gave sight to a man
who was blind.
KEY PASSAGE:
Isaiah 53:4-5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION:
Why did God create people? God
created people to worship Him, love
Him, and show His glory.

INTRODUCE THE STORY

TEACH THE STORY

APPLY THE STORY

1015 MINUTES

2530 MINUTES

2530 MINUTES

PAGE 58

PAGE 60

PAGE 66

Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. For free training and session-bysession help, visit ministrygrid.com/gospelproject.
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LEADER Bible Study
In the Old Testament, Isaiah prophesied about the coming Messiah.
Isaiah 35:5-6 tells about a time when “the eyes of the blind will be opened,
and the ears of the deaf unstopped. Then the lame will leap like a deer,
and the tongue of the mute will sing for joy.” When God the Son came to
earth, He came as a Healer—removing skin diseases, raising the dead to
life, making the lame walk, and giving sight to the blind.
John 9 gives us a glimpse of the kingdom of God, where creation is
redeemed, and opens our eyes to the greater purpose of suffering in our
lives. The disciples asked Jesus a question that many still wrestle with
today: Why is this person suffering? (In this case, why was this man born
blind?) Was it because of sin?
Jesus’ answer gives hope to anyone facing suffering: “Neither this man
nor his parents sinned. This came about so that God’s works might be
displayed in him” (John 9:3). Because Jesus is Lord over everything, all
suffering in this life has meaning and purpose.
Miraculously, Jesus gave sight to the man who was blind. The man’s
neighbors noticed the change, and he told them what Jesus had done for
him. But the reaction of the religious leaders—skepticism and unbelief—
reveals a different kind of blindness: spiritual blindness. Sin keeps us from
seeing what is true about God. Jesus came as light into a dark world. He
helps us see what is true so we can know God.
Those who trust in Jesus are freed from sin and worship Jesus as Lord. We
can live fully in the light of Jesus as we seek to make Him known to others
so that their eyes might be opened to the truth of the gospel as well.
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The BIBLE Story
Jesus Healed a Man Who Was Blind
John 9
Jesus was walking with His disciples when He saw a man who
had been born blind. The disciples asked, “Teacher, why was
this man born blind? Did this happen because of his sin or his
parents’ sin?”
Jesus answered, “Neither his sin nor his
parents’ sin caused this. This man was
born blind so that people could see
God’s power through him.” Jesus
would be on earth for a short
time so He healed people to
show what God is like. Jesus
said, “While I am in the
world, I am the Light of the
world.”
Then Jesus spit on the
ground and made mud.
He put the mud on the eyes
of the man who was blind.
“Go and wash in the pool of
Siloam,” Jesus instructed. The
man went and washed. When he
came back, he could see.
The man’s neighbors were amazed.
They took the man to the religious leaders,
and they asked him how he was healed. “A man
put mud on my eyes. I washed, and now I can see,”
he said.
The religious leaders were upset because Jesus had healed on
the Sabbath again. They did not want to believe that Jesus could give
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sight to people who were blind. Over and over again, the
man who was healed told the religious leaders what
happened. The man believed Jesus must have come from
God. But the religious leaders threw the man out of the
synagogue.
Jesus came to the man again and asked, “Do you
believe in the Son of Man?”
The man answered, “Tell me who He is so I can
believe in Him.”
“You have already seen Him,” Jesus replied. “The Son
of Man is talking to you now.”
The man said, “I believe, Lord!” and he worshiped
Jesus.

Bible
Storytelling Tips
• Show a
demonstration:
As you tell the story,
mix dirt and water to
make a muddy paste.
• Display art: Show
the Bible story
picture and point out
Jesus and the man
who was healed.

Christ Connection: Our sin makes us unable to see the truth
about God. Jesus came as a light in a dark world. He came to
give us sight—true understanding of God and His kingdom.
Those who trust in Jesus see who He is and worship Him.
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INTRODUCE the Story
Jesus Healed a Man Who Was Blind
BIBLE PASSAGE: John 9
STORY POINT: Jesus gave sight to a man who was blind.
KEY PASSAGE: Isaiah 53:4-5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did God create people? God created people
to worship Him, love Him, and show His glory.
SESSION TITLE:

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids
connect to your group. Prompt kids to tell about the most
amazing or most beautiful sight they’ve ever seen.

Activity page (5 minutes)
• “A Closer Look”
activity page,
1 per kid
• pencils or markers

Invite kids to complete “A Closer Look” on the activity
page. Guide kids to find and circle all the eyes and any tools
used to see hidden in the picture.
SAY • Did you know that your eyes are one of the most
complex organs in your body? Each of your eyes has
more than a million optic nerve cells. Your eyes work
together with your brain, taking in information all
day about the things around you. Could you imagine
not being able to see? Today, more than 39 million
people in the world are blind. That was the reality for
a man we’ll hear about in today’s Bible story.

Session starter (10 minutes)
• paper
• pencils
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OPTION 1: Twenty

questions
Choose a volunteer to be It. Assign the volunteer a topic
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(animals, countries, foods, sports, famous people, jobs, and so
on). She should think of a word that fits the topic and write
it on a piece of paper. Turn the paper facedown and begin
the round.
It should announce the topic and then she will answer
yes-or-no questions from the rest of the group as they try to
figure out what word It wrote on the paper. At any time, a
kid can guess the word. If he is correct, he becomes It. Play
another round with a new topic.
SAY • Asking questions is a great way to get answers about
something you don’t know. In the Bible story we will
hear today, a man who was healed did not know who
the Son of Man is. Jesus opened the man’s eyes to the
truth about Jesus. I can’t wait for you to hear more.
Find the light
Before the session, hide glow sticks or tea lights around
the room. Form two or more teams and challenge kids to
collect as many glow sticks as they can find.
After a few minutes, dim the lights to aid kids in
locating any remaining light sources. After several minutes,
lead teams to count how many lights they found. The team
that collects the most lights wins.
SAY • Have you ever had to use a flashlight or candle at
home when the power goes out? Even a small light
can be comforting in a dark room. In today’s Bible
story, Jesus said that He is the Light of the world.
We’ll find out what He meant.
OPTION 2:

• glow sticks, batterypowered tea lights,
or other flameless
light sources

Transition to teach the story

Jesus the Healer
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TEACH the Story
Jesus Healed a Man Who Was Blind
BIBLE PASSAGE: John 9
STORY POINT: Jesus gave sight to a man who was blind.
KEY PASSAGE: Isaiah 53:4-5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did God create people? God created people
to worship Him, love Him, and show His glory.
SESSION TITLE:

Countdown
• countdown video

Show the countdown video as you transition to teach the
story. Set it to end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)
• leader attire
• toolbox
• Bible
• decorated sunglasses
Tip: If you prefer
not to use
themed content
or characters,
adapt or omit this
introduction.
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[Leader enters wearing overalls and a buttoned shirt with the
sleeves rolled up. He or she carries a toolbox and a Bible. A pair
of sunglasses with various materials attached is positioned on a
nearby table.]
LEADER • Welcome, everyone! I sure am glad to see you.
[Set down the toolbox and Bible.] If you’re new around
here, my name is [your name], and I’m an inventor.
Lately, I’ve been working on something I first
envisioned in a dream. [Pick up the sunglasses.]
These are what I like to call infra-radio microvision imaging lenses. In other words, they help you
see through walls. Of course, this is just an early
prototype. I still have many tests to complete before
they are ready for public use. [Set down the glasses and
pick up the Bible.]
Today, I want to share a Bible story with you that
is also about seeing in new ways. Let’s get started.
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Big picture question (1 minute)
• In order to make sense of what Jesus did in
today’s Bible story, we need to review our big picture
question: Why did God create people? God created
people to worship Him, love Him, and show His
glory. God didn’t just create people and leave them
on their own. God wants to have a relationship with
us through Jesus. He knows us and loves us, and He
made us with a purpose.
Let’s say our big picture question and answer
one more time: Why did God create people? God
created people to worship Him, love Him, and
show His glory.

LEADER

Giant timeline (1 minute)
Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as
you review.
LEADER • During His ministry on earth, Jesus taught
people about God and His kingdom. He also healed
people! Jesus healed ten men, and one was saved.
Later, Jesus healed a woman and raised a girl from
the dead. Last time, we learned how Jesus healed
a man who could not walk. In today’s Bible story,
Jesus gave sight to a man who was blind. Listen to
this story from the Gospel of John.

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)
Open your Bible to John 9. Use the Bible storytelling tips
on the Bible story page to help you tell the story, or show
the Bible story video “Jesus Healed a Man Who Was Blind.”
LEADER • Jesus’ disciples saw a man who was born blind.
They had a question for Jesus: “Why was this
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• Giant Timeline

• Bibles
• “Jesus Healed a Man
Who Was Blind”
video
• Big Picture Question
Poster
• Bible Story Picture
Poster
• Story Point Poster
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man born blind?” They wondered if he was blind
because he had sinned or maybe because his parents
had sinned. What did Jesus say? Look at John 9:3.
[Allow kids to read the verse and respond.] The man’s
blindness wasn’t some kind of punishment for sin.
God had a greater purpose for this man’s life and
suffering.
What did Jesus tell the man to do? Look in your
Bible at John 9:6-7. [Allow kids to read the verses and
respond.] Jesus gave sight to man who was blind.
The man’s neighbors were amazed, but the religious
leaders did not want to believe that Jesus has power
to heal. The man had been physically blind, but the
Jewish leaders were spiritually blind. They did not see
the truth about Jesus.
Tip: Use Scripture
and the guide
provided on page 65
to explain how to
become a Christian.
Make sure kids
know when and
where they can ask
questions.

Christ connection

• “Unit 22, Session 4”
questions from kids
video

Show the “Unit 22, Session 4” questions from kids video.
Prompt kids to think about what they can do if God seems
far away during hard times. Guide them to discuss ways
they can encourage someone who feels alone or hopeless.

• “Dohnavur Fellowship
Photos” printable
(optional)
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• Our sin makes us unable to see the truth about
God. Jesus came as a light in a dark world. He came
to give us sight—true understanding of God and His
kingdom. Those who trust in Jesus see who He is
and worship Him.

LEADER

Questions from kids video (3 minutes)

Missions moment (3 minutes)
Display the Dohnavur Fellowship photos. Invite
kids to examine the photos and read the captions.
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• We’ve been learning about missionary Amy
Carmichael and how she spent her whole life helping
others. She started an orphanage called Dohnavur
(don-AH-vur) Fellowship in a small village in South
India where kids could experience the healing, love,
and power of Jesus.
Kids there today still learn about “Amma,” the
woman who loved children and told them about
Jesus. Today, the fellowship is more than a home for
children who do not have a family. It is also a farm, a
hospital, a church, a dairy, and a school for children
of all ages. God has grown the work “Amma” started,
and kids today still experience the love of Jesus at
Dohnavur Fellowship.
Pray for the kids in India who are hearing the gospel. Thank
God for the work of missionaries around the world. Also
pray for any missionaries your church supports.

LEADER

Key passage (5 minutes)
Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read • Key Passage Poster
• “By His Wounds
together Isaiah 53:4-5.
(Isaiah 53:4-5)” song
LEADER • Can anyone tell me in which Bible division the
Book of Isaiah is found? (Major Prophets)
Long before Jesus was born, the prophet Isaiah
wrote about a Servant who would come from God.
Isaiah said this Servant would bear our sicknesses and
carry our pains. Jesus fulfilled this prophecy when He
healed many people. [See Matt. 8:16-17.]
In today’s Bible story, Jesus gave sight to a man
who was blind. Let’s sing our key passage together.
Lead kids in singing “By His Wounds (Isaiah 53:4-5).”
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Sing (4 minutes)
• “Miracle Maker” song
• Bible

Open your Bible and read aloud Psalm 146:8-9.
LEADER • Our sin makes us unable to see the truth about
God. Jesus came as a light in a dark world. He came
to give us sight—true understanding of God and His
kingdom. Those who trust in Jesus see who He is
and worship Him.
Sing together “Miracle Maker.”

Pray (2 minutes)
Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • Lord God, open up our eyes to see the truth
about ourselves and about You. Thank You for
Your Word and for sending Your Son, Jesus, as the
Light of the world. He has rescued us from sin and
darkness. As we follow Him, make our light shine so
others would see our hope and put their trust in You.
We love You. Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me

Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God,
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.
God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud
and explain what these verses mean.
We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)
God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.
Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.
We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent,
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.
Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus.
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and complete
with their families.
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APPLY the Story
Jesus Healed a Man Who Was Blind
BIBLE PASSAGE: John 9
STORY POINT: Jesus gave sight to a man who was blind.
KEY PASSAGE: Isaiah 53:4-5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did God create people? God created people
to worship Him, love Him, and show His glory.
SESSION TITLE:

Key passage activity (5 minutes)
• Key Passage Poster
• paper
• pencils

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Story Point Poster
• Small Group Timeline
and Map Set
(005802970)
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Guide kids to sit around a table. Display the key passage
poster. Lead kids in reading aloud Isaiah 53:4-5. Give each
kid a pencil. Give one kid a piece of paper. Instruct him to
say the first word of Isaiah 53:4-5 aloud and write the word
on the paper. He should then pass the paper to the kid on
his right. The next kid will read the written word, say the
second word, and then write the second word next to the
first. She will pass the paper to the player on her right.
Each subsequent player will read the written words and
add the next word. Play until kids complete the key passage.
SAY • Great work, everyone. These words from Isaiah were
written hundreds of years before Jesus was born.
Jesus came to earth to rescue us from sin, death, and
darkness. He is worthy of our worship.

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)
Distribute Bibles. Guide boys and girls to open their Bibles
to John 9. Explain the religious leaders in Jerusalem did not
like Jesus. His authority challenged theirs, He had power
that they didn’t have, and He spent time with people they
didn’t like. Choose a volunteer to read aloud John 9:24-25.
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• Jesus gave sight to a man who was blind. The
man had been blind since birth, and Jesus told him
to go wash in the pool of Siloam. The pool was
in Jerusalem. [Point to Jerusalem (H4) on the New
Testament Israel Map.] After the man washed, he
could see! The man learned that Jesus is the Son of
God, and he believed in Jesus.
Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss:
1. Why was the man in today’s Bible story born blind?
Lead kids to recall Jesus’ answer to the disciples: “Neither
this man nor his parents sinned. This came about so that
God’s works might be displayed in him.” Emphasize
that Jesus was saying that the man’s blindness was not
a consequence of their sin. Sometimes our suffering is
caused by our own sin, but often suffering is the result of
living in a fallen world.
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read 1 John 1:5-6.)
2. How does knowing Jesus cause us to think differently
about suffering? Guide kids to consider how the Lord is
at work beyond what is happening immediately around
us. Instead of feeling angry or hopeless, we can live with
the hope that God is in control and will one day make
all things right. Jesus took on the ultimate suffering by
dying on the cross in our place so that we can endure
suffering on earth and enjoy eternity with Him.
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Rom. 8:22-23.)
3. How can you share your story to tell others about
Jesus? Remind kids that when his neighbors and the
religious leaders asked the man what happened to him,
he told them how Jesus had healed him. We can share
how Jesus saved us and changed us.
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read John 9:10-11.)
SAY
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Option: Retell or
review the Bible
story using the
bolded text of the
Bible story script.
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Activity choice (10 minutes)
Dohnavur ministry
Print and distribute one activity sheet per kid. Use
the activity sheet to review the story of Amy Carmichael.
Ask volunteers to tell what they remember from each
ministry and how they think kids are being helped through
that ministry today.
SAY • When Amy Carmichael needed something, like
money to build a new nursery, what did she do?
(prayed, wrote letters) She prayed for God to provide
the money she needed. She also wrote letters to
Christians to tell them about the need.
God used other Christians to provide for needs in
the orphanage. Look at how this ministry has grown!
When missionaries need something today, they
pray and tell people about that need. We are part of
answering the missionaries’ prayers when we respond
to God’s leading by praying, giving, and going!
Thank God for the opportunity for kids to be a part of
missions work around the world. Pray for missionaries
working in India and for missionaries your church supports.
OPTION 1:

• “Dohnavur Ministry
Activity Sheet”
printable
• pencils

Tip: Use this
activity option
to reinforce the
missions moment
from Teach the
Story.

• Allergy Alert
• 12 chocolate creamfilled sandwich
cookies
• 1 (3.9 ounce) package
instant chocolate
pudding mix
• 2 cups milk
• 1 (3 ounce) package
gummy worms
• ziplock bag
• mixing bowl
• whisk
• spoon
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Dirt and worms
Invite kids to follow these instructions to make a dirt and
worms dessert. (Note: Makes approximately four servings.
Increase quantities for a larger group.)
1. Seal the sandwich cookies in a ziplock bag and crush
them into crumbs. (Option: Remove the filling
before crushing the cookies.)
2. Whisk together the milk and pudding mix. Stir for
about two minutes.
3. Sprinkle a layer of cookie crumbs in the bottom of

OPTION 2:
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a cup. Spoon a layer of pudding on top, followed by
another layer of cookie crumbs.
4. Top with one or two gummy worms.
5. Refrigerate until serving.
SAY • When you enjoy your dirt and worms dessert,
remember that Jesus gave sight to a man who was
blind. Jesus used dirt to make mud and put it on the
man’s eyes. When the man washed off the mud, he
could see! Our sin makes us unable to see the truth
about God. Jesus came as a light in a dark world. He
came to give us sight—true understanding of God
and His kingdom. Those who trust in Jesus see who
He is and worship Him.

Option: Review the
gospel with boys
and girls. Explain
that kids are
welcome to speak
with you or another
teacher if they
have questions.

Journal and prayer (5 minutes)
Distribute journal pages and pencils. Guide kids to think
about and answer the questions listed on the page:
• What does this story teach me about God or the
gospel?
• What does the story teach me about myself?
• Are there any commands in this story to obey? How
are they for God’s glory and my good?
• Are there any promises in this story to remember?
How do they help me trust and love God?
• How does this story help me to live on mission
better?
As kids journal, invite them to share their ideas. Then pray,
praising God for sending Jesus as the Light of the world.
Pray that kids would be a light in a dark world.
As time allows, lead kids to complete “Braille Code” on
the activity page. Note that true braille uses raised dots for
different characters.
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• pencils
• Journal Page
• “Braille Code”
activity page,
1 per kid

Tip: Give parents
this week’s Big
Picture Cards for
Families to allow
families to interact
with the biblical
content at home.
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