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Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-
session help, visit ministrygrid.com/gospelproject.

Use Week of:

INTRODUCE THE STORY 
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 26

TEACH THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 28

APPLY THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 34

Unit 16 • Session 2

Unit 16 • Session 2

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
Daniel 4

STORY POINT: 
God humbled King Nebuchadnezzar 

to show that He is in control.

KEY PASSAGE:  
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
Why do we pray? We pray because we 
trust God, and we know He hears us.

Nebuchadnezzar’s 
Dream
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2

Use Week of:
LEADER Bible Study
Babylon’s King Nebuchadnezzar had witnessed the power of the one 
true God when Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were delivered—
unscathed—from the fiery furnace. (See Dan. 3.) Daniel 4 records a 
proclamation from the king, a first-person account for all nations of a 
dream and its life-changing fulfillment.

Nebuchadnezzar dreamed about a strong, mighty tree that was cut down. 
Only the stump and roots remained. God got Nebuchadnezzar’s attention. 
His wise men could not explain what the dream meant, but Daniel—
who came to Babylon with Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego—was able 
to interpret the dream. Like the tree, Nebuchadnezzar’s kingdom would 
be taken away. But the dream gave an element of hope to the king: His 
kingdom would be restored when he acknowledged God as ruler over 
everything.

A year later, just when everything seemed to be going right for 
Nebuchadnezzar, the dream came true. He was walking on the roof of 
his palace making prideful statements when God suddenly spoke to him. 
Nebuchadnezzar’s arrogance and pride resulted in his humiliation. He was 
driven away from people, he ate grass like cattle, his hair grew long, and his 
nails were like birds’ claws. After some time, Nebuchadnezzar experienced 
complete transformation. He looked up to heaven and praised God. He 
acknowledge God as “the King of the heavens” (Dan. 4:37).

As you teach kids, emphasize that pride steals God’s glory. Point out how 
God humbled King Nebuchadnezzar to show that God is in control. 
Nebuchadnezzar learned the lesson we must remind ourselves daily: God 
is God, and we are not. He alone deserves honor and glory. Rather than 
proudly seeking our own fame and glory, we seek His fame and glory.

Nebuchadnezzar was a sinful man who exalted himself, and God humbled 
him. Point kids to Jesus—the sinless, eternal Son—humbled Himself, and 
God exalted Him. We can trust Jesus as King and live for God’s glory.
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Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream
Daniel 4

Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon, shared a message to tell 
everyone who would listen about the wonderful things God had done 
for him.

One night, Nebuchadnezzar had a frightening dream. 
He called for all the wise men in Babylon 

to explain what the dream meant, but 
they did not understand the dream. 

Finally, Nebuchadnezzar told 
Daniel about the dream:

“I saw a big, strong tree. 
Its top was in the sky, and 
everyone could see it. The 
tree had beautiful leaves and 
fruit, and animals lived in and 
around the tree. An angel 
came down from heaven and 
said, ‘Cut down the tree! Take 
off its leaves and fruit. Let the 

animals hurry away.’ The angel 
said only the stump and roots 

would be left in the ground. 
Then the angel said the tree’s mind 

would change from a human’s mind 
into an animal’s mind. He said this 

would happen so that people would know 
God is ruler over human kingdoms.”

The dream frightened Daniel too, and he told King 
Nebuchadnezzar what it meant. “The tree is you,” Daniel explained. 
“You are great and strong, and your greatness reaches the sky.” Then 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Use dramatic 
voice: Help kids 
distinguish between 
King Nebuchadnezzar, 
Daniel, and God by 
altering the tone in 
your voice as you read 
spoken words in the 
story.

• Use visuals: On 
a chalkboard or dry 
erase board, draw 
a tall tree with 
many leaves and 
fruit hanging off 
its branches. When 
you tell about the 
tree cut down in the 
dream, “chop down” 
the tree, erasing its 
branches and fruit. 
Leave only the trunk. 

The BIBLE Story
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Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream
Daniel 4

Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon, shared a message to tell 
everyone who would listen about the wonderful things God had done 
for him.

One night, Nebuchadnezzar had a frightening dream. 
He called for all the wise men in Babylon 

to explain what the dream meant, but 
they did not understand the dream. 

Finally, Nebuchadnezzar told 
Daniel about the dream:

“I saw a big, strong tree. 
Its top was in the sky, and 
everyone could see it. The 
tree had beautiful leaves and 
fruit, and animals lived in and 
around the tree. An angel 
came down from heaven and 
said, ‘Cut down the tree! Take 
off its leaves and fruit. Let the 

animals hurry away.’ The angel 
said only the stump and roots 

would be left in the ground. 
Then the angel said the tree’s mind 

would change from a human’s mind 
into an animal’s mind. He said this 

would happen so that people would know 
God is ruler over human kingdoms.”

The dream frightened Daniel too, and he told King 
Nebuchadnezzar what it meant. “The tree is you,” Daniel explained. 
“You are great and strong, and your greatness reaches the sky.” Then 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Use dramatic 
voice: Help kids 
distinguish between 
King Nebuchadnezzar, 
Daniel, and God by 
altering the tone in 
your voice as you read 
spoken words in the 
story.

• Use visuals: On 
a chalkboard or dry 
erase board, draw 
a tall tree with 
many leaves and 
fruit hanging off 
its branches. When 
you tell about the 
tree cut down in the 
dream, “chop down” 
the tree, erasing its 
branches and fruit. 
Leave only the trunk. 

Daniel said, “Like the tree was cut down, you will be 
driven away from people. Instead, you will live with wild 
animals and eat grass. Like the stump was left in the 
ground, your kingdom will not be completely destroyed; 
it will be restored when you acknowledge that God rules 
over everything.”

A year later, Nebuchadnezzar’s dream came true. He 
walked on the roof of his palace and said, “Babylon is 
great! I built this kingdom with my power and for my 
glory!”

Suddenly, the king heard a voice from heaven: 
“King Nebuchadnezzar, you will be driven away from 
people. You will live with wild animals and eat grass until 
you acknowledge that God rules over everything.” 
Nebuchadnezzar was driven away from people. He ate grass 
like cattle, his hair grew like eagles’ feathers, and his nails 
grew like birds’ claws.

After some time, Nebuchadnezzar looked up to 
heaven and praised God. He acknowledged that God 
rules over everything. His kingdom was restored to him, 
and Nebuchadnezzar gave glory to God.

Christ Connection: Pride steals God’s glory. God humbled 
King Nebuchadnezzar so he could see that God alone deserves 
glory. Jesus is the King of kings who humbled Himself by 
coming to earth and dying on the cross. Jesus saves sinners so we 
can live for God’s glory.
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream
BIBLE PASSAGE: Daniel 4
STORY POINT: God humbled King Nebuchadnezzar to show that He is 

in control.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why do we pray? We pray because we trust God, 

and we know He hears us.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. Prompt kids to think about the 
characteristics of a good king. Does a good king need to be 
wealthy? Look a certain way? Act a certain way? Why?

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete “DREAM” on the activity page. 
Kids will fill in the blanks using words that begin with each 
letter of the word DREAM.
SAY • Do you like having dreams while you sleep? Why or 

why not? Today, we are going to hear about how God 
used a dream to warn a powerful king and show him 
that God is in control.

Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Animal round-up
Choose a number of noisy animals based on your group 
size. Plan to assign animals so each set of animals has 
approximately the same number of kids. Whisper the 
name of an animal into each kid’s ear without the other 

• “DREAM” activity 
page, 1 per kid

• pencils or markers
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kids hearing. When you say go, kids will move around the 
room making their assigned animal’s sound. Kids will need 
to listen to the sounds others are making and gather into 
groups of like animals. The first group to gather with all 
their correct animals wins. 
SAY • Each of you made an animal noise, and you also had 

to listen carefully to hear the sounds others were 
making so you could find kids who were making 
the same sound as you. Do you ever find it hard to 
listen? Is it important to listen when God speaks? 
Why? Today, we are going to hear how God spoke to 
a king through an interesting dream.

OPTION 2: Who am I?
Write the names of animals on index cards, one per kid. 
Tape a card to the back of each kid’s clothing. Challenge 
kids to ask one another yes-or-no questions to figure out 
what animal they have.
SAY • What was the most important part of this game? 

(asking good questions and listening carefully to the 
answers) What would happen if you went around 
the room asking questions but never listened to the 
answers? [Lead kids to discuss.]

Listening is very important. Today, we are going 
to learn about a time when God spoke to a powerful 
king who chose not to listen.

Transition to teach the story

• index cards
• marker
• tape
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Countdown
Show the countdown video as you transition to teach the 
story. Set it to end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Leader enters dressed in pajamas and clutching a pillow and a 
Bible.]
LEADER • Hello, everyone! I’m [your name]. How many 

of you have dreams when you sleep? [Allow kids 
to respond.] I had a crazy dream last night! In my 
dream, I could fly! I was flying all around my house 
and all around town. I even dreamed that I flew here, 
to church. Could you imagine that really happening?

Today we are going to hear a story in the Bible 
about a king who had a dream. His dream wasn’t 
as fun as mine. The king had a scary dream that 
he didn’t understand, but God used a man named 
Daniel to help the king understand. I cannot wait to 
tell you all about it!

Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • Do you remember our big picture question? 

• countdown video

• leader attire
• pillow
• Bible

Tip: If you prefer 
not to use 
themed content 
or characters, 
adapt or omit this 
introduction.

TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream
BIBLE PASSAGE: Daniel 4
STORY POINT: God humbled King Nebuchadnezzar to show that He 

is in control.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why do we pray? We pray because we trust God, 

and we know He hears us.
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[Allow kids to answer.] That’s right! Why do we pray? 
We pray because we trust God, and we know He 
hears us. God is the King of kings who rules over 
all, and He listens to His children when we pray. 
Through prayer, we can talk to the One who will 
reign forever.

Giant timeline (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as 
you review.
LEADER • Remember last week when we heard the story 

of three faithful men—Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego? [Point to “The Fiery Furnace” on the 
timeline.] They chose to honor God rather than 
bow to King Nebuchadnezzar’s gold statue. God 
delivered Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego from 
the king.

Our Bible story today takes place some years after 
the story of the fiery furnace. King Nebuchadnezzar 
was still the king of Babylon. [Point to this week’s story 
on the timeline.]

The Bible is made up of many stories, and they are 
all true! They all fit together to tell the one big story 
of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to Daniel 4. Use the Bible storytelling tips 
on the Bible story page to help you tell the story, or show 
the Bible story video “Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream.”
LEADER • At the beginning of today’s story, King 

Nebuchadnezzar proclaimed all that God had done 
for him. But Daniel 4:8 says that Nebuchadnezzar 

• Giant Timeline

• Bibles
• “Nebuchadnezzar’s 

Dream” video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Story Point Poster
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still worshiped other gods, and therefore did not 
recognize the Lord as the one true God. God 
didn’t want to be just one of the many gods King 
Nebuchadnezzar worshiped; He wanted the king to 
recognize Him as the only God. God used the king’s 
dream to get his attention.

Why do you think Daniel was frightened after 
he heard the king’s dream? [Allow kids to respond.] 
Daniel knew God is all-powerful and in control. 
After hearing the dream, Daniel knew this meant 
God was going to punish King Nebuchadnezzar.

Daniel told the king to stop sinning and do what is 
right. (Dan. 4:27) Did King Nebuchadnezzar listen 
to the warning? [Allow kids to respond.] No, he did 
not. Daniel 4:29-30 tells us that the king continued 
to be prideful. Because the king did not repent, 
God humbled King Nebuchadnezzar to show that 
He is in control. At the end of the story, why was 
Nebuchadnezzar’s kingdom restored? [Allow kids to 
respond.] King Nebuchadnezzar finally recognized 
God as the King of kings.

Christ connection
LEADER • King Nebuchadnezzar was controlled by his 

pride. Even after his dream and Daniel’s warning, 
the king continued in his sinful pride. God punished 
the king to get his attention and to urge him to turn 
from his sin. 

Pride steals God’s glory. God humbled King 
Nebuchadnezzar so he could see that God alone 
deserves glory. Jesus is the King of kings who 
humbled Himself by coming to earth and dying 

Tip: Use Scripture 
and the guide 
provided on page 33 
to explain how to 
become a Christian. 
Make sure kids 
know when and 
where they can ask 
questions.
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on the cross. Jesus saves sinners so we can live for 
God’s glory. 

Questions from kids video (3 minutes)

Show the “Unit 16, Session 2” questions from kids video. 
Prompt kids to think about what talents and skills God has 
given them. Guide them to discuss how sharing what God 
has done for us can help others know and love Jesus.

Missions moment (3 minutes) 

LEADER • God was in control in Bible times, and 
He is in control now. Missionaries want people to 
understand that nothing and no one is greater than 
God. The Ukegbu (yoo-KAY-boo) family moved to 
Miami, Florida, because many people there don’t 
know and love God. Many people in Miami try to 
control their own lives instead of giving control to 
God. Let’s learn more about this missionary family in 
Miami.

Show the “Missionaries in Miami” missions video, and then 
close in prayer.

Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18.
LEADER • Our key passage says that we should rejoice 

always. How can we rejoice even in hard times? 
[Allow kids time to respond.]

Today’s Bible story reminds us that God is in 
control. The Bible says that when we trust in Jesus, 
we can always be full of joy and thanksgiving. If we 
don’t understand what is happening, we can pray. 

• “Unit 16, Session 2” 
questions from kids 
video

• “Missionaries in 
Miami” missions 
video

• Key Passage Poster
• “Rejoice, Pray, and 

Give Thanks” song
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Why do we pray? We pray because we trust God, 
and we know He hears us.

Lead boys and girls in singing the song “Rejoice, Pray, and 
Give Thanks.”

Sing (4 minutes)

Open your Bible and read aloud Luke 8:25.
LEADER • This verse reminds us who is in control of 

everything. Jesus “commands even the winds and 
the waves, and they obey him!” God humbled King 
Nebuchadnezzar to show that He is in control. We 
can praise God as the One who controls all things 
and who alone deserves glory.

Sing together “Always in Control (This I Know).”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • Thank You, Father, for being the One who 

controls everything. Help us to trust You even when 
we face hard times, knowing that You are the One 
who created and controls everything. Thank You for 
Your Word, which reminds us of who You are. You 
alone deserve all glory, honor, and praise. May our 
lives bring You glory. Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story

• “Always in Control 
(This I Know)” song

• Bible
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and complete 
with their families.
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APPLY the Story

SESSION TITLE: Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream
BIBLE PASSAGE: Daniel 4
STORY POINT: God humbled King Nebuchadnezzar to show that He is 

in control.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why do we pray? We pray because we trust God, 

and we know He hears us.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Instruct kids to sit in a circle. If your group is large, form 
two or more groups. Display the key passage poster. Lead 
kids in reading aloud 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 together.

Give one player in the circle paper, a clipboard, and a 
pen. When you say “go,” the first player will write the first 
word of the key passage on the paper, pass the clipboard and 
pen to the next player who writes the next word, and so on 
around the circle until kids write the entire key passage and 
reference. Play additional rounds as time permits.
SAY • Wow! You already remember the key passage so well! 

Keep practicing this week. What do these verses tell 
us to do constantly? (pray) That’s right! And why do 
we pray? We pray because we trust God and we 
know He hears us.

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Distribute Bibles. Guide boys and girls to open their Bibles 
to Daniel 4. Explain that the Book of Daniel is found in 
the Old Testament and is named after the man in today’s 
story—Daniel—who interpreted King Nebuchadnezzar’s 
dream. Daniel was taken to Babylon with God’s people 

• Key Passage Poster
• paper
• clipboards, 1 per 

group
• pens

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Story Point Poster
• Small Group Timeline 

and Map Set 
(005802970)
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some time after King Nebuchadnezzar conquered the city of 
Jerusalem. [Point to Jerusalem (G10) and Babylon (F11) on 
the Old Testament Mediterranean map.]

Explain that many of the stories in this book remind us 
that God is the Ruler over all. Then choose a volunteer to 
read aloud Daniel 4:37.
SAY • King Nebuchadnezzar finally recognized God for 

who He is: “the King of the heavens.” God humbled 
Nebuchadnezzar by taking his kingdom and even his 
mind.

Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss:
1. Why didn’t God let Nebuchadnezzar continue in his 

pride? Does God always punish sin? Why? Lead kids 
to recognize that God is loving, just, and righteous. He 
always punishes sin. It would be against His nature to 
leave sin unpunished. 
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Jer. 9:24.)

2. What can I do when I sin? Invite kids to share their 
ideas. Emphasize that we must confess our sin to the 
Lord. In the Bible, 1 John 1:9 says “If we confess our 
sins, he is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” Psalm 86:5 
says God is eager to forgive. 
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Ps. 32:5.)

3. How can you practice humility in your life? How can 
humility help point others to Jesus? Encourage kids to 
share their thoughts. Prompt them to consider examples 
of showing humility that involve putting others first, 
being open to correction and instruction, and not 
thinking of themselves as better than other people. 
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read 1 Pet. 5:5.)

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.
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Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Bible story murals
SAY • Art is an important part of the culture 

in Miami, Florida. People communicate through 
drawings, paintings, pottery, music, and dance. 
You can see large, colorful murals painted on many 
buildings in Miami.

Did you know you can use art to tell people about 
God? Let’s make our own murals to tell people what 
we are learning about God. 

Distribute art supplies and encourage kids to work together 
to make colorful posters depicting recent Bible stories or 
favorite Bible verses. Display their murals in the classroom 
or church hallway.

OPTION 2: T-shirt notes
Use a permanent marker to label one large T-shirt Pride 
and another Humility. Display the shirts at the front of 
the room. Point to each shirt and invite kids to discuss 
characteristics of a person who is “clothed in pride” versus 
a person “clothed in humility.” Consider sharing these 
suggestions:

Pride
•  arrogant
•  unthankful
•  defensive
•  disrespectful

Humility
•  teachable
•  quick to forgive
•  patient
•  respectful

Lead kids to write some characteristics of pride 
and humility on sticky notes and stick them to the 
corresponding shirts.
SAY • Today’s Bible story reminds us that pride steals God’s 

• poster board
• markers, crayons, or 

colored pencils

Tip: Use this 
activity option 
to reinforce the 
missions moment 
from Teach the 
Story.

• large T-shirts, 2 
• permanent marker
• sticky notes
• pens

Option: Review the 
gospel with boys 
and girls. Explain 
that kids are 
welcome to speak 
with you or another 
teacher if they 
have questions.
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glory. God humbled King Nebuchadnezzar to 
show that He is in control.

Jesus is the King of kings who humbled Himself by 
coming to earth and dying on the cross. Jesus saves 
sinners so we can live for God’s glory.

Journal and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute journal pages and pencils. Guide kids to think 
about and answer the questions listed on the page:

• What does this story teach me about God or the 
gospel?

• What does the story teach me about myself?
• Are there any commands in this story to obey? How 
are they for God’s glory and my good?

• Are there any promises in this story to remember? 
How do they help me trust and love God?

• How does this story help me to live on mission 
better?

As kids journal, invite them to share their ideas. Then pray, 
thanking God that He is in control. Pray that kids will 
remain humble before God and bring glory to Him through 
their lives.

As time allows, lead kids to complete “To the Point” on 
the activity page. Kids will use the key to decode today’s 
story point.  

• pencils
• Journal Page
• “To the Point” 

activity page, 
1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.
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