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Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-
session help, visit MinistryGrid.com/gospelproject.

Use Week of:

INTRODUCE THE STORY 
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 190

TEACH THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)
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APPLY THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)
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Unit 12 • Session 3

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
1 Kings 6–8

STORY POINT:  
God led His people to build a temple 

where He would dwell with them.

KEY PASSAGE:  
James 1:5

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
What does God know? God knows 
everything about the past, present, 

and future.

Solomon Built 
the Temple
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3

Use Week of:
LEADER Bible Study
When David was king, he wanted to build a temple for God, but God did 
not allow him to. “When your time comes and you rest with your fathers, 
I will raise up after you your descendant … and I will establish the throne 
of his kingdom forever” (2 Sam. 7:12-13). God said King David’s son 
would build the temple.

King Solomon began to gather materials to build the temple. He ordered 
cedar and cypress timbers from Lebanon. He gathered 30,000 men from 
all of Israel as laborers to excavate stone and prepare the timbers for the 
temple’s construction.

The temple was impressive. The entire interior was cedar. King Solomon 
had everything covered with gold. In all, it took seven years for the temple 
to be completed. Inside the temple was furniture and accessories. (See 
1 Kings 7:48-50.)

The time came to dedicate the temple. All of the Israelites gathered in 
Jerusalem. The priests brought the ark of the Lord to the most holy place, 
and a cloud filled the house of the Lord. God’s glory filled the temple.

Solomon prayed and praised God for keeping His covenant with David. 
He recognized that God is not confined to a temple. “Even heaven, the 
highest heaven, cannot contain you, much less this temple I have built” 
(1 Kings 8:27). Solomon’s prayer and speech was followed by a great 
offering to God.

The temple was where God met with His people, and it gave God’s people 
a more permanent place to worship Him. The people could go there to 
make sacrifices and worship God. Jesus changed everything when He died 
for our sins on the cross. By taking our sin upon Himself, Jesus made the 
way for sinners to come to God. Today, when we trust in Jesus, He is with 
us wherever we go. We can look to Him for forgiveness and help.
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Solomon Built the Temple
1 Kings 6–8

Solomon was the king of Israel after his father, David, died. God 
made Solomon very wise. Solomon began to build a temple for the 
Lord. Solomon ordered thousands of workers to help build the 

temple. They cut cedar logs and stone blocks. They laid 
a foundation and built the outside of the 

temple.
God blessed the temple and 
promised Solomon, “If you obey 

My commands, I will keep the 
promise I made to David. I 
will live among the Israelites, 
and I will not abandon My 
people.”

The temple was built in 
seven years. It was beautiful! 
The cedar paneling inside 
the temple was carved with 
ornamental gourds and flower 

blossoms. Solomon overlaid 
everything inside the temple with 

pure gold. He hired men to make 
bronze furnishings for the temple, 

such as bronze bowls for holding water.
When the temple was complete, 

Solomon moved the ark of God from its place 
on Mount Zion to the new temple in Jerusalem. 

Solomon gathered the leaders of Israel. As the priests moved the ark 
to the most holy place in the temple, King Solomon and the leaders 
sacrificed sheep and cattle to the Lord.

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Vary your 
posture: Stand or 
move to another spot 
when telling about 
Solomon’s dedicating 
the temple.

• Display art: Show 
the Bible story 
picture and point 
to elements of the 
scene—the temple, 
the Israelites, and 
King Solomon—at 
appropriate points in 
the story.

The BIBLE Story
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Solomon Built the Temple
1 Kings 6–8

Solomon was the king of Israel after his father, David, died. God 
made Solomon very wise. Solomon began to build a temple for the 
Lord. Solomon ordered thousands of workers to help build the 

temple. They cut cedar logs and stone blocks. They laid 
a foundation and built the outside of the 

temple.
God blessed the temple and 
promised Solomon, “If you obey 

My commands, I will keep the 
promise I made to David. I 
will live among the Israelites, 
and I will not abandon My 
people.”

The temple was built in 
seven years. It was beautiful! 
The cedar paneling inside 
the temple was carved with 
ornamental gourds and flower 

blossoms. Solomon overlaid 
everything inside the temple with 

pure gold. He hired men to make 
bronze furnishings for the temple, 

such as bronze bowls for holding water.
When the temple was complete, 

Solomon moved the ark of God from its place 
on Mount Zion to the new temple in Jerusalem. 

Solomon gathered the leaders of Israel. As the priests moved the ark 
to the most holy place in the temple, King Solomon and the leaders 
sacrificed sheep and cattle to the Lord.

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Vary your 
posture: Stand or 
move to another spot 
when telling about 
Solomon’s dedicating 
the temple.

• Display art: Show 
the Bible story 
picture and point 
to elements of the 
scene—the temple, 
the Israelites, and 
King Solomon—at 
appropriate points in 
the story.

When the priests came out of the temple, a cloud 
filled the temple. God’s glory was in the cloud. Solomon 
turned to speak to the Israelites. “Praise God!” he said. 
“God promised David that his son would build a temple. 
God kept His promise!”

Solomon stood and prayed with his hands spread out 
toward heaven. “There is no God like You!” he said. Then 
Solomon thought about the future. He knew Israel 
would sin and make God angry again; so Solomon asked 
for forgiveness, and he asked God to hear their prayers.

When Solomon had finished praying, he encouraged 
the Israelites to love and obey God. The people returned 
to their homes, joyful because God was good to them.

Christ Connection: The temple was a place where God was 
with His people. The people could go there to make sacrifices 
and worship God. Today, when we trust in Jesus, He is with us 
wherever we go. We can look to Him for forgiveness and help.
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with type tool and paste 
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needed. 

INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Solomon Built the Temple
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Kings 6–8
STORY POINT: God led His people to build a temple where He would dwell 

with them.
KEY PASSAGE: James 1:5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What does God know? God knows everything 

about the past, present, and future.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. Prompt kids to talk about the 
biggest building they’ve ever visited. Where was it? How tall 
was it?

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete “Draw the Temple” on the activity 
page. Guide kids to use the guide to draw the temple in the 
grid provided.
SAY • Can you imagine the kind of work required to build 

a temple? That would be quite a task today; imagine 
the feat nearly three thousand years ago—when 
people didn’t have modern machines and technology?

Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Dwelling drawings
Provide paper, rulers, and crayons or markers for kids to 
draw pictures of their dream homes. Kids may choose to 
illustrate the outside of the home, or they may wish to draw 
blueprint plans to show rooms and furnishings inside the 

“Draw the Temple” 
activity page, 
1 per kid
pencils or markers

• paper
• crayons or markers
• rulers
• house blueprints 

(optional)
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home. Consider displaying blueprints of a house or other 
building as an example.

After several minutes, invite volunteers to share about 
their drawings. Ask kids to describe what types of materials 
might be required to build their dream homes and how 
long construction might take.
SAY • Today we are going to hear a story from the Bible 

about a major construction project that took place 
when Solomon was the king of Israel. He wanted to 
build a temple for God. Thousands of people worked 
together, using cedar logs and stone bricks. How long 
do you think it took them to complete the project? 
[Allow kids to guess.] Listen carefully to the Bible 
story to find out.

OPTION 2: Golden figures
Distribute a paper plate for each kid. Instruct kids to 
write their names on their plates. Allow kids to choose a 
miniature figure. Provide paintbrushes and gold paint.

Invite kids to paint their figures. Encourage them to 
cover the figure completely. Set the figures aside to dry 
during the session. You may use a hair dryer to dry the paint 
before kids take their figures home.
SAY • We don’t see many things overlaid with real gold 

today. Gold is a precious metal often associated with 
wealth and power. In the Bible story we will hear 
today, King Solomon built a temple for the Lord and 
overlaid it with pure gold.

Transition to teach the story

• miniature figures 
(plastic animals, 
cars, or other 
assorted figures)

• paintbrushes
• gold acrylic paint
• paper plates
• markers
• hair dryer (optional)
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Countdown
Show the countdown video as you transition to teach the 
story. Set it to end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Leader enters wearing a polo shirt, khaki pants, and a name 
tag. He or she carries a bird cage or large box. A Bible is 
positioned on a stool or table nearby.]
LEADER • Hi, everyone! I’m Dr. [your last name]. It is so 

good to see you. Does anyone here remember the 
title of someone who studies birds? [Allow kids to 
respond.] It’s kind of a hard word: ornithologist. That’s 
what I am—an ornithologist. I like all kinds of birds, 
but since this is Owl Awareness Month, I’m learning 
and sharing a lot about owls.

[Pick up the Bible.] I have another question for 
you. Does anyone here know what you call someone 
who studies God? [Allow kids to respond.] This is kind 
of a hard word too: theologian. We read God’s Word 
to discover what He has revealed about Himself. 
Anyone who studies God’s Word to know and love 
Him is a theologian. You are theologians!

• countdown video

• leader attire
• bird cage or large box
• Bible

Tip: If you prefer 
not to use 
themed content 
or characters, 
adapt or omit this 
introduction.

TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: Solomon Built the Temple
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Kings 6–8
STORY POINT: God led His people to build a temple where He would dwell 

with them.
KEY PASSAGE: James 1:5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What does God know? God knows everything 

about the past, present, and future.
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Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • We’ve been studying a big picture question and 
answer to help us keep in mind some big truths 
about God. Our question is, What does God know?

As we’ve been learning in our Bible stories, God 
knows everything about the past, present, and 
future. Isn’t that amazing? I can’t even tell you with 
certainty what will happen 10 minutes from now. 
But God knows, and He knows what will happen 
10 years from now! Say our big picture question and 
answer with me: What does God know? God knows 
everything about the past, present, and future.

Giant timeline (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as 
you review.
LEADER • King Solomon became the king of Israel after 

his father, David, died. A couple weeks ago, we 
saw that God gave Solomon wisdom to lead His 
people. Solomon could have asked for riches, power, 
or a long life, but he realized that wisdom was more 
valuable than any of those things. Last time, we 
learned about the Books of Proverbs; Ecclesiastes; 
and Song of Songs and discovered that wisdom is 
fearing the Lord and obeying His Word.

Today’s Bible story is about something important 
that Solomon did. Solomon had been on the throne 
four years when he decided to build a temple for the 
Lord. This story took place almost 500 years after the 
Israelites escaped from Egypt. Listen closely to find 
out what happened.

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Giant Timeline
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Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to 1 Kings 6–8. Use the Bible storytelling 
tips on the Bible story page to help you tell the story, or 
show the Bible story video “Solomon Built the Temple.”
LEADER • When David was king, he wanted to build a 

temple for God. It didn’t seem fair that David lived 
in a nice palace while God dwelt in the tabernacle. 
The tabernacle was where God had met with His 
people for hundreds of years—ever since God led the 
Israelites out of Egypt. But God did not allow David 
to build Him a temple. Instead, when God made 
a covenant with David, God said that David’s son 
would build the temple. We see in our Bible story 
that God kept His promise. God led His people to 
build a temple where He would dwell with them. 
God wants to be with us!

The temple was very detailed. Everything was built 
carefully and with precision. Everything inside the 
temple was overlaid, or covered, with gold. Once 
the ark of the covenant was moved into the temple, 
God’s glory filled the temple. The temple was built 
for the Israelites to offer sacrifices and worship God.

Christ connection
LEADER • The temple gave the people a more permanent 

place where they could worship God. But because 
God is holy, only the priests could approach God—
and only if they followed specific instructions. 
Ordinary people had no direct access to the holy 
presence of God. Jesus changed all that when He 
died on the cross for our sins.

By taking our sin upon Himself, Jesus made the 

• Bibles
• “Solomon Built the 

Temple” video
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Story Point Poster

Tip: Use Scripture 
and the guide 
provided on page 
197 to explain 
how to become a 
Christian. Make 
sure kids know 
when and where 
they can ask 
questions.
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way for sinners to come to God—not through 
priests, but directly. Today, when we trust in Jesus, 
He is with us wherever we go. We can look to Him 
for forgiveness and help.

Questions from kids video (3 minutes)

Show the “Unit 12, Session 3” questions from kids video. 
Prompt kids to think about why we worship in church 
buildings today instead of in a temple. Guide them to 
discuss how they can be a meaningful part of the church.

Missions moment (3 minutes) 

 LEADER • The Mandrell family asked God for 
wisdom about where to start a church, and God led 
this Tennessee family to Denver, Colorado. God also 
revealed something else important: they shouldn’t do 
it alone! God had a surprise in store for the Mandrell 
family, which included an unplanned stop along the 
way to Colorado.

Watch this video to see how God directed the 
Mandrells to a group of Christians who would play 
a very important part in planting a new church in 
Denver!

Show the “Going West (Part 2)” missions video.

Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together James 1:5.
LEADER • Do you remember what God told Solomon 

when Solomon asked God for wisdom? God said He 
would make Solomon the wisest person to live. [See 
1 Kings 3:12.] The Bible tells us that we can be wise 

• “Unit 12, Session 3” 
questions from kids 
video

• “Going West (Part 2)” 
missions video

• Key Passage Poster
• “If Any of You” song
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too. Our key passage says that if we ask for wisdom, 
God gives it to us! God is generous and enjoys giving 
to people. These are important words to remember. 
Let’s sing our key passage song.

Lead boys and girls in singing “If Any of You.”

Sing (4 minutes)

Open your Bible and read aloud Psalm 132:7.
LEADER • When the temple was completed, the people were 

joyful because God was good to them. The Bible says 
every good gift comes from God. Think about the 
ways God has been good to You. Let’s praise Him 
with a song.

Sing together “King of Kings.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • God, thank You for Your Word. We are 

comforted by the fact that You know everything 
about the past, present, and future. You are faithful 
and You keep Your promises. We know that the 
temple did not contain You. You cannot be put in a 
box; You are so great! Thank You for sending Your 
Son, Jesus, to take away our sin and bring us to You. 
We love You. Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story

• “King of Kings” song
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and complete 
with their families.
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APPLY the Story

SESSION TITLE: Solomon Built the Temple
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Kings 6–8
STORY POINT: God led His people to build a temple where He would dwell 

with them.
KEY PASSAGE: James 1:5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What does God know? God knows everything 

about the past, present, and future.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Write phrases of the key passage on several pieces of tape 
and apply them to blocks.

Display the key passage poster. Lead kids in reading 
James 1:5 aloud together. 

Invite kids to construct a building, arranging the blocks 
so the words of the key passage are in order.
SAY • Wisdom is a gift from God. Memorizing His 

Word can help us become wise. If you haven’t yet 
memorized James 1:5, practice this week! Next week 
will be our last week working on this verse together.

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Distribute Bibles. Guide boys and girls to open their Bibles 
to 1 Kings 8. Challenge kids to identify the testament 
and Bible division where 1 Kings is found. (Old Testament 
History)
SAY • For hundreds of years—ever since God led the 

Israelites out of Egypt—He had met with His people 
in the tabernacle. But when Solomon became king, 
God led His people to build a temple where He 
would dwell with them. The people could go there 

• Key Passage Poster
• tape
• permanent marker
• blocks

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Small Group Timeline 

and Map Set 
(005802970)

• Story Point Poster
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to make sacrifices and worship God. The temple was 
built in Jerusalem. [Point to Jerusalem (H5) on the 
Old Testament Kingdoms Map.]

 Choose a volunteer to read aloud 1 Kings 8:27. Ask the 
following questions. Lead the group to discuss:

1. Why did Solomon want to build a temple for God? 
Guide kids to recall that King David had wanted to 
build a temple to honor God. God had told King David 
that his son Solomon would build a temple. Solomon 
wanted to build the temple to honor God. 
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read 1 Kings 5:2-5.)

2. The temple Solomon built was where people went 
to meet with God. Why don’t people have to go to 
a temple now to meet with God? Remind kids that 
because God is holy, sinful people could not approach 
His presence in the temple. The priest could approach 
God’s presence and obtain forgiveness for people’s sin. 
When Jesus died on the cross, He paid for our sin once 
and for all. When we trust in Him, we have forgiveness 
and can approach God on our own through prayer, 
Bible reading, and worship. 
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Heb. 4:16.)

3. How do you feel about communicating with God? 
Invite kids to share their thoughts and experiences. 
Emphasize that we can approach God as a loving 
Father. He loves His children. We can speak to God 
through prayer about anything. 
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read James 5:13.)

Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Working together
Remind kids that in today’s video they saw how 

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.

• hula hoop

199Wise King Solomon

Book 1.indb   199 11/27/18   9:31 AM

© 2019 LifeWay



head1 (“Opening” is 
char.style “head1a)
outline_nested

subhead1
body_no_indent

subhead1_nested
body_no_indent
lead-in

God purposefully led the Mandrells to go to Florida to form 
a larger team to help start a church in Denver, Colorado.

Invite kids to form a circle. Place a hula hoop over one 
kid’s arm and instruct everyone to join hands. Explain 
that they will need to work together to pass the hula hoop 
around the circle without letting go of anyone’s hand. Keep 
track of the time it takes to pass the hula hoop around the 
circle.

If time allows, invite kids to try again, this time working 
together to beat the time. If you have a big group, form 
teams and invite teams to race against each other. Discuss 
how working together made accomplishing this task easier.
SAY • Working together was helpful to accomplish this task. 

The Mandrell family knew it would be important for 
others to join them in starting a church in Denver, 
Colorado. Partnering together in God’s global 
mission is very wise. 

OPTION 2: Puzzle relay
Before the session, make two copies of the Bible story 
picture poster. Cut each picture into 16 pieces (4-by-4). 
Form two teams and instruct them to gather at the back of 
the room. Mix up all 32 pieces and scatter them at the front 
of the room. 

Explain that when you say go, one player from each 
team will run to the front of the room and choose a puzzle 
piece. The player will return to his team and another player 
will retrieve a piece. Players should be careful not to retrieve 
a piece already collected by a team member. If a team gets 
a duplicate piece, another player may return that piece but 
may not retrieve a new piece on the same turn.

The rest of the team should work together to complete 

Tip: Use this 
activity option 
to reinforce the 
missions moment 
from Teach the 
Story.

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster, 2 copies

• scissors
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the puzzle as players retrieve pieces. Encourage team 
members to communicate about which pieces of the puzzle 
they need. The first team to complete the puzzle wins.
SAY • What picture is on this puzzle? (Solomon’s temple) 

In our Bible story today, God kept the promise He 
made to King David. God led His people to build a 
temple where He would dwell with them. He made 
Solomon this promise: If Solomon would obey His 
commands, then God would keep His promise to 
live among the Israelites and to not leave His people.

Today, through the Holy Spirit, God dwells inside 
everyone who trusts in Jesus as Lord and Savior.

Journal and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute journal pages and pencils. Guide kids to think 
about and answer the questions listed on the page:

• What does this story teach me about God or the 
gospel?

• What does the story teach me about myself?
• Are there any commands in this story to obey? How 
are they for God’s glory and my good?

• Are there any promises in this story to remember? 
How do they help me trust and love God?

• How does this story help me to live on mission 
better?

As kids journal, invite them to share their ideas. Then pray, 
thanking God for the local church and asking God to make 
kids aware of His presence.

As time allows, lead kids to complete “Solomon’s 
Supplies” on the activity page. Kids should check the 
supplies they think King Solomon needed to build the 
temple and cross out the supplies they think he didn’t need. 

Option: Review the 
gospel with boys 
and girls. Explain 
that kids are 
welcome to speak 
with you or another 
teacher if they 
have questions.

• pencils
• Journal Page
• “Solomon’s Supplies” 

activity page, 
1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.
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