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Use Week of:
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The Ark Was
Captured
BIBLE PASSAGE:
1 Samuel 4–6
STORY POINT:
God showed the Philistines that He
is the one true God.
KEY PASSAGE:
Jeremiah 10:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION:
Is anything or anyone greater than God?
No, God is greater than everything
and everyone.
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Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. For free training and session-bysession help, visit MinistryGrid.com/gospelproject.
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LEADER Bible Study
The ark of God (also called “the ark of the covenant”) was an important
symbol in the lives of God’s people. Not only was the ark the original
container for the Ten Commandments, it symbolized God’s presence with
His people.
In Exodus 25, God gave Moses instructions for creating the ark. It was
made of acacia wood and overlaid with pure gold. God forbade anyone
from touching the ark, so it was carried by two poles. God would speak to
Moses from between two golden cherubim on top of the ark, which was
called the mercy seat. (See Num. 7:89.)
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During the time of the judges, the Philistines were a near-constant threat
to Israel. Under Samuel’s leadership, the Israelites went out to fight the
Philistines. But Israel was defeated because of their sin.
The elders of Israel realized that God had allowed their defeat. He hadn’t
fought for them against the Philistines. So they did what seemed logical to
them; they took the ark—the symbol of God’s presence—and carried it to
the battlefield. But the ark was not a good luck charm. Not only was Israel
defeated, the Philistines captured the ark and killed Eli’s sons. When Eli
heard the news, he fell over and died.
Having won the victory, the Philistines concluded that their god Dagon
was better than the God of Israel. They moved the ark to Dagon’s temple,
where God showed His power over Dagon. (See 1 Sam. 5:1-5.) As the ark
moved between Philistine cities, God afflicted the people and made them
sick. The message was clear: No one is like the Lord. God is greater than
everything and everyone.
The Philistines returned the ark, Israel’s reminder that God was with
them. Years later, God gave His people something greater than a sign that
He was with them; God gave them His Son, Jesus—God in the flesh. One
of Jesus’ names is Immanuel, which means “God with us.”
Samuel and King Saul
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The BIBLE Story
The Ark Was Captured
1 Samuel 4–6
The Israelites fought many battles against the Philistines. One day
the Philistines defeated Israel. The leaders of Israel said, “Why did
God let us lose to the Philistines?” The Israelites decided to take
the ark of the covenant—a wooden box covered in gold
that reminded them God was with them—and
carry it to the battlefield. Maybe the
ark would help them win.
Eli’s sons, the priests, took
the ark of the covenant to the
Israelites’ camp. When the
army of Israelites saw the
ark, they shouted with joy.
Surely they would win the
battle now!
The Philistines came out
to fight against the Israelites,
and the Philistines won
again! They killed thousands
of Israelites, including Eli’s
sons, and they even captured
the ark of God! One of the men
in the battle ran to tell Eli what had
happened. When Eli heard the news, he
fell backward in his chair, broke his neck,
and died.
The Philistines took the ark of God to a temple
where they worshiped a false god named Dagon (DAY gahn).
They put the ark next to a statue of Dagon. The next morning,
the Philistines entered the temple and saw that Dagon’s statue was
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Bible
facedown in front of the ark. They set the statue back up
where it belonged. The next day, the statue was facedown Storytelling Tips
again. This time, its head and hands were broken off.
• Model the ark:
God punished the people living in the city where the
Wrap a box in gold
wrapping paper and
Philistines kept the ark. The people got sick, and they
move it around the
wanted to get rid of the ark.
room to parallel the
When they moved the ark to another city, everyone in
story.
• Make eye
that city got sick. So they moved the ark to a third city.
Then everyone in that city got sick too. The Philistines were contact: As you tell
the story, make eye
afraid. They didn’t want God to punish them anymore, so
contact with kids to
draw them in. Pause
they decided to return the ark along with gifts of gold
at appropriate points
to show they were sorry for taking it. They hitched two
to build anticipation,
cows to a cart and put the ark on the cart. The cows
such as when the
moved the ark down the road until the ark of God was
Israelites take the
ark of God to the
back with the Israelites, where it belonged.
battlefield.

Christ Connection: The ark of God reminded the Israelites
that God was with them. Years later, God gave His people
something greater than a sign that He was with them; God
gave them His Son, Jesus—God in the flesh. One of Jesus’
names is Immanuel, which means “God with us.”

Samuel and King Saul
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INTRODUCE the Story
The Ark Was Captured
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Samuel 4–6
STORY POINT: God showed the Philistines that He is the one true God.
KEY PASSAGE: Jeremiah 10:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Is anything or anyone greater than God? No, God
is greater than everything and everyone.
SESSION TITLE:

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new
kids connect to your group. Prompt kids to share about
an object that reminds them of another person or place.
Consider keepsakes, souvenirs, and so forth. Ask kids how
they would feel if they lost that object.

d

Activity page (5 minutes)
• “Greater Than”
activity page,
1 per kid
• pencils or markers
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Invite kids to complete “Greater Than” on the activity page.
Guide kids to cross out every fourth letter to answer the
question, Is anything or anyone greater than God? Kids
should write the remaining letters in the blanks provided.
SAY • Is anything or anyone greater than God? God is
greater than everything and everyone. Today’s Bible
story will tell us about a time God proved to some of
His people’s enemies just how great He is.

Session starter (10 minutes)
• chairs
• song of your choice
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Body part musical chairs
Arrange chairs—one fewer than the number of players—in
a circle with chair backs toward the center. Direct kids to
OPTION 1:
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stand around the chairs. Begin the music and guide kids to
walk around the chairs.
Randomly pause the music and call out a body part
(right foot, left hand, little finger, right knee, left elbow).
Players must touch that body part to a chair—one player
per chair. The player left without a chair is out. Remove
another chair from the circle before playing another round.
SAY • In the Bible story we will hear today, Eli the priest
was sitting in a chair when he heard some bad news.
Eli fell backward in his chair! Listen closely to the
Bible story today to discover what terrible news
Eli heard.
Hot potato
Instruct kids to stand in a circle. Give one player a potato.
Start the music and guide players to pass the potato to the
right. Kids should pass the potato around the circle until
you pause the music. The player holding the potato when
the music stops is out.
Resume the music and continue play. Pause the music
again to eliminate another player. Continue in this way
until only one player remains.
SAY • Remember this game when you hear our Bible story
today. The Philistines—enemies of God’s people—
took something from the Israelites but soon decided
to get rid of it quickly! We’ll find out what it was.
OPTION 2:

• small ball, beanbag,
or potato
• song of your choice

Transition to teach the story

Samuel and King Saul
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TEACH the Story
The Ark Was Captured
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Samuel 4–6
STORY POINT: God showed the Philistines that He is the one true God.
KEY PASSAGE: Jeremiah 10:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Is anything or anyone greater than God? No, God
is greater than everything and everyone.
SESSION TITLE:

Countdown
• countdown video

Show the countdown video as you transition to teach the
story. Set it to end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)
• leader attire
• backpack
• Bible
• camera

Tip: If you prefer
not to use
themed content
or characters,
adapt or omit this
introduction.
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[Leader enters wearing green or khaki pants, a utility shirt,
and a backpack containing a Bible. Leader may choose to
accessorize with sunglasses or a hat. He or she also carries a
camera.]
LEADER • Hello, explorers! It sure is good to see you again.
If you weren’t here last time, I’m [your name]. This is
my second week trekking through the jungle, and it’s
time to stop so I can replenish my supplies and rest
for a day. [Hold up a camera.] Now, if you could all
smile, I’ll get a quick picture. [Take a quick picture of
the group, or pretend to.]
Thanks! I’ve been trying to get photos of some
jungle animals, but they don’t hold quite as still as
you all do. [Set down the camera and retrieve the Bible
from your backpack.] This is a great time to get ready
to hear today’s Bible story.
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Big picture question (1 minute)
• Raise your hand if you remember our big picture
question. [Allow kids to respond.] That’s right. Is
anything or anyone greater than God? Here is the
answer: No, God is greater than everything and
everyone. Let’s say the question and answer together.
Is anything or anyone greater than God? No, God
is greater than everything and everyone. Great job.
Keep this in mind as you hear today’s story.

LEADER

Giant timeline (1 minute)
Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as
you review.
LEADER • After God’s people left Egypt and refused to trust
God and enter the promised land, they wandered in
the wilderness. God told His people how to build
the tabernacle where He would dwell with them.
[Point to “The Tabernacle Was Built.”] One of the
things they built with the tabernacle was the ark of
the covenant, or ark of God. The ark was a wooden
box covered in gold that contained the stone tablets
of the Ten Commandments [point to “The Ten
Commandments”], a jar of manna [point to “Bread
from Heaven”], and Aaron’s rod. The ark was very
important to the Israelites.
Joshua led the Israelites into the promised land.
When Joshua died, the Israelites were led by judges.
Samuel was the last judge. He grew up and was
a prophet and leader to Israel. The title of today’s
Bible story is “The Ark Was Captured.” Uh-oh. That
doesn’t sound good. Let’s find out what happened.

Samuel and King Saul

• Giant Timeline
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Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)
• Bibles
• “The Ark Was
Captured” video
• Big Picture Question
Poster
• Bible Story Picture
Poster
• Story Point Poster

d

Open your Bible to 1 Samuel 4–6. Use the Bible
storytelling tips on the Bible story page to help you tell
the story, or show the Bible story video “The Ark Was
Captured.”
LEADER • The Israelites forgot what was really important
about the ark. The ark of the covenant was not a
good luck charm. The Israelites couldn’t just carry
it around and take it wherever they were fighting to
win the battle. That didn’t honor God.
The Israelites didn’t glorify God. They didn’t seek
His instructions about the battle. They formed their
own plan, and it failed. Some of the Israelites died,
including Eli’s two sons. The Philistines stole the ark
of God, but God is all-powerful. God showed the
Philistines that He is the one true God. Eventually
the Philistines did send the ark of God back to the
Israelites. They were afraid and tired of being sick
because they had the ark.
The Israelites learned an important lesson about
the ark of the covenant. The ark reminded the
Israelites of God’s promise to be with His people.
God wanted His people to know Him. He wanted
His people to follow Him. God didn’t want the
people to carry the ark around as a way to defeat
their enemies. God wanted His people to ask
for and follow His instructions on how to defeat
their enemies.

Christ connection
• God loved His people and wanted them to
understand He was with them. That is why He gave

LEADER
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them the ark, but the ark was not God. The ark
reminded the Israelites that God was with them.
Years later, God gave His people something greater
than a sign that He was with them; God gave them
His Son, Jesus—God in the flesh. One of Jesus’
names is Immanuel, which means “God with us.”

Questions from kids video (3 minutes)
Show the “Unit 10, Session 2” questions from kids video.
Prompt kids to think about how we know God is with
us today. Guide them to discuss why God’s presence is
comforting to us.

Tip: Use Scripture
and the guide
provided on page 33
to explain how to
become a Christian.
Make sure kids
know when and
where they can ask
questions.
• “Unit 10, Session 2”
questions from kids
video

Missions moment (3 minutes)
• There are people living in villages hidden • “Up a River” missions
deep in the Amazon Jungle of South America. Kathy, video
a missionary to the Amazon, knows that people
living in these villages need to hear the good news of
Jesus, but it’s not always easy to get to them. Watch
this video to see how Kathy trusts in God’s power
and goodness to get the gospel to people in need of
His Son, Jesus Christ.
Show the “Up a River” missions video.
LEADER

Key passage (5 minutes)
Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read
together Jeremiah 10:6.
LEADER • This key passage comes from the Old Testament
Book of Jeremiah. Jeremiah said that no one is
like God. He is great and powerful. Is anything or
anyone greater than God? No, God is greater than
everything and everyone. We can memorize our

Samuel and King Saul

• Key Passage Poster
• “There Is No One Like
You” song
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key passage to help us remember what is true about
God—and ourselves! No one is greater than God,
and that means we aren’t greater than God. God
deserves all our worship. Let’s sing our key passage
song to remember these words.
Lead boys and girls in singing the song “There Is No One
Like You.”

Sing (4 minutes)
• “King of Kings” song

d

Open your Bible and read aloud Psalm 73:28.
LEADER • In our Bible story today, God showed the
Philistines that He is the one true God. God
loved His people and wanted them to understand
He was with them. The ark reminded the people
that God was with them, but the ark was not God.
Psalm 73:28 says that being with God is good! He
keeps us safe, and we can tell others what He has
done. Let’s sing.
Sing together “King of Kings.”

Pray (2 minutes)
Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • God, You are the one true God! Thank You for
Your Word. In reading it, we see our own limits and
confess that we sometimes treat You as small. Forgive
us, Lord. Give us understanding of how great You
truly are. You are always with us, and we love You.
Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me

Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God,
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.
God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud
and explain what these verses mean.
We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)
God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.
Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.
We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent,
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.
Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus.
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and complete
with their families.

Samuel and King Saul

33
© 2019 LifeWay

Book 1.indb 33

11/27/18 9:30 AM

g” is
a)

APPLY the Story
The Ark Was Captured
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Samuel 4–6
STORY POINT: God showed the Philistines that He is the one true God.
KEY PASSAGE: Jeremiah 10:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Is anything or anyone greater than God? No, God
is greater than everything and everyone.
SESSION TITLE:

d

d
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Key passage activity (5 minutes)
• Key Passage Poster
• dominoes
• masking tape
• permanent marker

Before the session, write each word of the key passage on a
separate piece of masking tape. Attach the pieces of tape to
dominoes and mix up the dominoes.
Display the key passage poster. Lead kids in reading
Jeremiah 10:6 aloud together two times. Challenge kids to
arrange the dominoes to put the words of the key passage in
the correct order. Suggest kids stand the dominoes on end
and close enough together so that when they finish, they
may push over the first domino to knock over the others.
SAY • The Philistines in our Bible story today did not
understand the truth we find in our key passage. Is
anything or anyone greater than God? No, God is
greater than everything and everyone.

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)
• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Story Point Poster
• Small Group Timeline
and Map Set
(005802970)
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Distribute Bibles. Guide boys and girls to open their Bibles
to 1 Samuel 4. Remind kids that like Deborah, Samson,
and Gideon; Samuel was a judge over Israel. Samuel lived
during a time when Israel was often fighting with the
Philistines. Choose a volunteer to read aloud 1 Samuel 4:3.
SAY • When the Israelites lost the battle against the
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Philistines, they decided to take the ark of God to
the battlefield. They treated the ark like a good luck
charm. But the Philistines captured the ark of God,
and they carried it to the city of Ashdod. [Point to
the coastline north of Gaza (I2) on the Old Testament
Kingdoms Map to show the approximate location of
Ashdod.] God brought down the Philistines’ false
god, and He punished the people living in the city.
God showed the Philistines that He is the one true
God. Finally, the Philistines returned the ark back to
the Israelites.
Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss:
1. What was wrong with the Israelites’ battle strategy?
Emphasize that the ark was a reminder of God’s
presence, but God did not live in it—you can’t put God
into a box! We can ask God for things we want or need,
but we cannot make God do what we want.
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Psalm 115:3.)
2. Do you always consult God when you want
something to happen a certain way? Why or why
not? Lead kids to recognize that God is in control of all
things. He does everything for His glory and our good. If
something happens in a way we do not desire or expect,
we can still trust God even when we don’t understand.
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read John 14:13.)
3. How is God with us today? Remind kids that God
gave us His Son, Jesus—God in the flesh. One of Jesus’
names is Immanuel, which means “God with us.”
When Jesus went back to heaven, He sent the Holy
Spirit to live inside believers.
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read 1 Cor. 3:16.)

Samuel and King Saul

Option: Retell or
review the Bible
story using the
bolded text of the
Bible story script.

35
© 2019 LifeWay

Book 1.indb 35

11/27/18 9:30 AM

g” is
a)

Activity choice (10 minutes)
Crossing the river
Form teams of four or five kids. Give each player
two pieces of heavyweight paper. Instruct teams to line up
on one side of the room. Explain that players will take turns
“crossing the river” by stepping on their pieces of paper.
The first player will use his sheets of paper to move to the
other side of the room without touching the floor. When
he reaches the wall, the next player begins. The first team to
move across the room wins!
SAY • Our missions video was about Kathy, a missionary
working along the Amazon River. It is not always
easy for her and her team to take the gospel to people
living in the jungle, but God’s name is great; He is
powerful and He is making a way for Christians to
tell people in the Amazon about Jesus Christ!
OPTION 1:

• heavyweight paper,
2 pieces per kid
Tip: Use this
activity option
to reinforce the
missions moment
from Teach the
Story.

d

Create a comic
Provide colored pencils and a comic page for each kid.
Choose a volunteer to read the caption on each panel of the
comic page. Invite kids to illustrate each scene of the Bible
story. Kids may refer to 1 Samuel 4–6 in their Bibles. As
kids work, ask the following review questions:
1. Why did the Israelites take the ark to the battlefield?
(They thought it would give them victory, 1 Sam. 4:3)
2. What happened when the Israelites fought the
Philistines again? (The Israelites lost and the Philistines
took the ark of the covenant, 1 Sam. 4:10-11)
3. Where did the Philistines take the ark of God? (to a
temple where they worshiped a false god, 1 Sam. 5:2)
4. What happened to the statue of Dagon? (It fell
facedown before the ark and broke, 1 Sam. 5:3-4)

OPTION 2:

• “Comic Page”
printable, 1 per kid
• colored pencils
• Bibles
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5. What happened to the Philistines in the cities where
the ark was? (They got sick, 1 Sam. 5:9)
6. How did the Philistines return the ark to the
Israelites? (They put the ark on a cart with gifts, and
two cows pulled the cart; 1 Sam. 6:10-12)
SAY • The Israelites were wrong to take the ark to the
battlefield as if it were a good luck charm. When
the Philistines captured the ark, God showed
the Philistines that He is the one true God. Is
anything or anyone greater than God? No, God is
greater than everything and everyone.

Option: Review the
gospel with boys
and girls. Explain
that kids are
welcome to speak
with you or another
teacher if they
have questions.

Journal and prayer (5 minutes)
Distribute journal pages and pencils. Guide kids to think
• pencils
• Journal Page
about and answer the questions listed on the page:
• “Follow the Ark”
• What does this story teach me about God or the
activity page,
gospel?
1 per kid
• What does the story teach me about myself?
• Are there any commands in this story to obey? How
are they for God’s glory and my good?
• Are there any promises in this story to remember?
How do they help me trust and love God?
• How does this story help me to live on mission
better?
As kids journal, invite them to share their ideas. Then pray,
praising God for His greatness. Thank Him for sending His
Son to earth and for giving the Holy Spirit to everyone who Tip: Give parents
this week’s Big
trusts in Him. Ask that kids would find comfort in God’s
Picture Cards for
nearness.
Families to allow
As time allows, lead kids to complete “Follow the Ark”
families to interact
on the activity page. Kids should use the Bible and the clues with the biblical
content at home.
given to trace the path of the ark on the map.

Samuel and King Saul
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