Use Week of:

Unit 14 • Session 2

Hosea, Prophet
to Israel
BIBLE PASSAGE:
Hosea
STORY POINT:
God is faithful to His people even
when they do not love Him.
KEY PASSAGE:
2 Peter 3:9
BIG PICTURE QUESTION:
Why should we obey God? We should
obey God because He made us, He loves
us, and His plans are good.
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Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. For free training and session-bysession help, visit MinistryGrid.com/gospelproject.
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LEADER Bible Study
Hosea was a prophet to the Northern Kingdom of Israel for at least forty
years. God sent Hosea to tell Israel of God’s hatred toward sin and of
His coming judgment. (See Hos. 4:1,6.) God also sent Hosea to bring a
message of love—a love that never gives up. (See Hos. 11:7-9.)
To get the message across to the Israelites, God used Hosea’s own life to
show Israel what a never-gives-up kind of love looks like. Hosea obeyed
God’s instructions to marry a prostitute. Hosea loved Gomer as his wife,
even though he knew she would not be faithful to him. Gomer gave birth
to children who were conceived with other men. Can you imagine Hosea’s
grief each time he realized his wife’s unfaithfulness?
It would have been easier for Hosea to end his marriage covenant—to
throw up his hands and say, “Enough! I’m done with you!” Yet God’s
people were no different than Gomer. They were spiritual adulterers.
Their hearts chased after other lovers by loving and worshiping idols.
It would have been easier for God to end the Mosaic covenant—to throw
up His hands and say, “Enough! I’m done with you!” But God’s love never
gives up. God gave Hosea a love for his wife that compelled him to buy her
back from the slave market after all she had done. In the same way, God
sought after His unfaithful people even after all they had done. God paid
a high price—the life of His Son, Jesus—to bring them back to Himself.
Remember to present the story of Hosea in an age-appropriate way. God
used Hosea’s unfaithful wife to show the people of Israel that they were
unfaithful to Him. Even when God’s people worship false idols, He is
ready to forgive those who turn back to Him. God’s love is deep, and it
never gives up. He goes after His people and loves them back to Himself.

The Northern Kingdom of Israel
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The BIBLE Story
Hosea, Prophet to Israel
Hosea
God wanted to send a message to His people. So God gave
instructions to the prophet Hosea. “Marry a woman who will not be
faithful to you,” God said. “Be a father to her children.”
God was going to use Hosea’s life to show His people
in Israel what God’s love for them was
like. Hosea’s wife would love other
men instead of Hosea, just like
the people of Israel loved and
worshiped other gods instead of
the one true God.
God was telling Hosea to
do something very difficult.
It is hard to love someone
who doesn’t love you back!
But Hosea obeyed God. He
married a woman named
Gomer.
Gomer had three children:
Jezreel, Lo-ruhamah (LOH-roo
HA muh), and Lo-ammi (loAM igh). Each child’s name had
an important meaning. Jezreel was
the name of a city, so this name was
warning to Israel that God was going to
punish Israel. They would be defeated by their
enemies.
Lo-ruhamah, which means “No Mercy,” let Israel know that God
was not going to show them mercy anymore. They would get the
punishment their sin deserved.
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Lo-ammi, which means “Not My People,” told the
Israelites that they were no longer God’s people. They had
broken their covenant to love and worship God.
Gomer was not faithful to Hosea. She often ran away.
In the same way, God’s people turned away from Him.
They worshiped false gods. God told Hosea to go after
his wife. So Hosea found Gomer and paid to get her
back.
“Stop being unfaithful,” Hosea said. Gomer had not
loved her husband like a wife should, but Hosea loved
her anyway. God gave Hosea a love that would never give
up. God wanted the people of Israel to understand that
they were like Gomer. The Israelites did not love God
like they should, but God loved Israel anyway.
Hosea warned the Israelites that God was going to judge
them for their sin. He pleaded with Israel to turn back to
God. “Come, let us return to the Lord,” he said. “Let us
strive to know the Lord.”
God was going to punish the people for turning away
from Him, but He would keep the promise He made to
Abraham. Abraham’s family would be a big family, and one
day Jesus would come from Abraham’s family. Just like
Hosea paid a high price to get back his wife who did
not love him, God had a plan to get His people back no
matter the cost.

Bible
Storytelling Tips
• Draw people:
Use stick figures
to represent Hosea,
Gomer, and their
children—Jezreel,
Lo-ruhamah, and
Lo-ammi. Write their
names below each
figure.
• Use body
movement: Stand
at one side of the
room when telling
about Gomer’s actions
and the other side
when addressing
Israel’s actions.

Christ Connection: God used Hosea’s unfaithful wife to
show the people of Israel that they were unfaithful to Him. God
gave Hosea a deep love; Hosea was willing to buy back Gomer
even after all she had done. God’s love is deep, and it never
gives up. He goes after His people and paid a great price to get
us back.

The Northern Kingdom of Israel
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INTRODUCE the Story
Hosea, Prophet to Israel
BIBLE PASSAGE: Hosea
STORY POINT: God is faithful to His people even when they do not
love Him.
KEY PASSAGE: 2 Peter 3:9
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why should we obey God? We should obey God
because He made us, He loves us, and His plans are good.
SESSION TITLE:

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids
connect to your group. Prompt kids to talk about a time
someone was kind to them when they didn’t deserve it.
How did it make them feel?

Activity page (5 minutes)
• “All Mixed Up” activity
page, 1 per kid
• pencils or markers

Invite kids to complete “All Mixed Up” on the activity
page. Guide kids to unscramble the words of the big picture
question and write them below.
SAY • Have you ever wondered why we should obey God?
As we will discover in today’s Bible story, we don’t
obey God out of fear or duty; we obey Him because
He loves us, He made us, and His plans are good!

Session starter (10 minutes)
• 4 or more books of
equal weight
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OPTION 1: Don’t give up
Form two teams of kids. Explain that teams will compete
in a challenge of strength. Lead each team to choose one
player to compete. The chosen player for each team should
stand at the front of the room with her arms out to the side,
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palms facing up. Place books on each player’s hands, one
book per hand. Players should see how long they can hold
out their hands.
When the weight is too difficult to hold, a player should
give up by setting down the books. As time passes, you may
choose to add another book to each hand. Encourage teams
to cheer on their teammate holding the books. Declare the
player who holds the books longer the winner.
SAY • At what point did you decide you’d had enough?
Can you think of other times you’ve given up on
something? In today’s Bible story, we’ll hear about
a time God could have said, “Enough is enough!”
Instead, God showed that His love never gives up.
Emoji masks
Provide paper plates and markers. Invite each kid to make
• paper plates
• markers
an emoji mask. Suggest kids choose from the following:
happy, sad, angry, afraid, disgusted, surprised. Give various
scenarios, inviting kids to hold up their mask if it represents Note: An emoji is
how they would feel in that certain instance.
an image or icon
(Example scenarios: Your mom makes lasagna for dinner; representing an
emotion.
your cousin can’t come to your birthday party; your brother
breaks your favorite toy; you hear a strange noise at night;
you discover a bug in your room; your parents announce a
family vacation.)
SAY • Were you surprised by any of the reactions? How
would you feel if someone you love did not love you
back? How do you think God feels when someone
He loves doesn’t love Him? We’ll find out.
OPTION 2:

Transition to teach the story

The Northern Kingdom of Israel
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TEACH the Story
Hosea, Prophet to Israel
BIBLE PASSAGE: Hosea
STORY POINT: God is faithful to His people even when they do not
love Him.
KEY PASSAGE: 2 Peter 3:9
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why should we obey God? We should obey God
because He made us, He loves us, and His plans are good.
SESSION TITLE:

Countdown
• countdown video

Show the countdown video as you transition to teach the
story. Set it to end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)
• leader attire
• Bible

Tip: If you prefer
not to use
themed content
or characters,
adapt or omit this
introduction.
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[Leader enters wearing a knit cap, waders or an apron, and an
orange raincoat or jacket. He or she also carries a Bible.]
LEADER • Welcome to the docks of Port Gnome! I’m
Captain [your last name]. It’s good to see you again. If
you weren’t here last week, it’s nice to meet you! I’ve
been out on the sea with a crew of mariners. We had
calm seas the last few days, but a storm is expected to
roll in tomorrow. Something I’ve learned in my years
as a captain is that sometimes the best way to teach
people the right way to run a ship is to show them.
I can tell them with my words, but they seem to
understand so much better when they see me living
it out myself.
[Hold up the Bible.] That’s kind of like what
happened in the Bible story I want to share with you
today. God had a message for His people. Instead of
just sending a prophet to tell the people the message,
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God used the prophet’s life to show the people
something important. Let’s dive in.

Big picture question (1 minute)
• Does anyone remember the big picture question
and answer? [Allow kids to respond.] Here it is: Why
should we obey God? We should obey God because
He made us, He loves us, and His plans are good.
Those are all great reasons to obey God. When we
disobey God, it’s often because we’ve forgotten these
truths. We might be tempted to think God does not
love us or that His plans are not good. Today’s Bible
story will show you otherwise.

LEADER

Giant timeline (1 minute)
Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as • Giant Timeline
you review.
LEADER • Last week we heard about the prophet Jonah.
Jonah lived in Israel, and God called him to take a
message to his enemies in Nineveh. The Ninevites
repented, and God did not destroy them. We learned
that God loves all people and showed mercy to the
Ninevites.
God’s people had a long history of turning away
from God. The nation of Israel had split into two
kingdoms—the Northern Kingdom of Israel and the
Southern Kingdom of Judah. God sent prophets to
warn the people that God would punish their sin if
they didn’t turn back to Him.
Today we will learn about the important message
God gave to the people of Israel through the prophet
Hosea.

The Northern Kingdom of Israel
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Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)
Open your Bible to the Book of Hosea. Use the Bible
storytelling tips on the Bible story page to help you tell the
story, or show the Bible story video “Hosea, Prophet to
Israel.”
LEADER • What an unusual story! This sure doesn’t sound
like any love story I’ve ever read about in books or
seen in the movies. God didn’t want Hosea to just
tell the people about God’s message; He wanted
Hosea to show them. God used Hosea’s life to show
His great love for His people.
Hosea married Gomer, and she was not faithful
to stay with him. Hosea went after Gomer and paid
to get her back. God used Hosea’s unfaithful wife to
show the people of Israel that they were unfaithful to
Him. God gave Hosea a deep love; Hosea was willing
to buy back Gomer even after all she had done.
Over and over—generation after generation—the
Israelites turned away from God. God would have
been right to just say, “Enough! I’m done with you!”
But God is faithful to His people even when they
do not love Him. God hated His people’s sin but,
just like Hosea paid a high price to get back his wife
who did not love him, God had a plan to get His
people back at a very great cost to Himself.
Tip: Use Scripture
Hosea urged the Israelites: “Come, let us return
and the guide
provided on page 99
to the Lord. … Let us strive to know the Lord”
to explain how to
(Hos. 6:1,3).
become a Christian.

• Bibles
• “Hosea, Prophet to
Israel” video
• Big Picture Question
Poster
• Bible Story Picture
Poster
• Story Point Poster

Make sure kids
know when and
where they can ask
questions.
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Christ connection
• You know, we are just like the Israelites. We have
turned away from God by sinning. Our sin separates

LEADER
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us from God. That’s the bad news. But God came
after us. God’s love is deep, and it never gives up. He
goes after His people and paid a great price to get us
back. He sent His Son, Jesus, to pay the highest price
for us. Jesus gave up His own life by dying on the
cross. He took the punishment we deserve for our
sin. When we trust in Him, God forgives our sin and
gives us eternal life. That is very good news!

Questions from kids video (3 minutes)
Show the “Unit 14, Session 2” questions from kids video.
Prompt kids to think about whether or not God ever stops
loving us. Guide them to discuss verses or stories from the
Bible that remind them of God’s unfailing love. Review
the big picture question and answer: Why should we obey
God? We should obey God because He made us, He loves
us, and His plans are good.

• “Unit 14, Session 2”
questions from kids
video

Missions moment (3 minutes)
Show the “Bill Wallace to China” missions video.
LEADER • God is faithful to His people even when they
do not love Him. Many people in China do not
believe in God, and some even hated missionary Bill
Wallace for talking about God. Bill went to China
and stayed there even when it was dangerous because
he wanted to obey God.
Lead a brief prayer for missionaries who are witnessing in
difficult places.

• “Bill Wallace to
China” missions
video

Key passage (5 minutes)

• Key Passage Poster
• “The Lord Does Not
Delay” song

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read
together 2 Peter 3:9.

The Northern Kingdom of Israel

97
© 2019 LifeWay

• Like God warned the Ninevites to stop doing
evil things, God warned Israel to turn back to Him.
God loves His people. He would have been right to
destroy them right away, but the Bible is clear: God
is patient because He does not want any to perish
but all to repent and have forgiveness!
Let’s sing our key passage song to help us
remember this wonderful truth.
Lead boys and girls in singing “The Lord Does Not Delay.”

LEADER

Sing (4 minutes)
• “Come, Thou Fount of
Every Blessing” song

Open your Bible and read aloud Psalm 36:5.
LEADER • In today’s story, we heard that God is faithful
to His people even when they do not love Him.
The Bible says that the Lord’s faithful love reaches to
heaven—it covers the whole world! God loves with a
love that never gives up. Let’s sing.
Sing together “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing.”

Pray (2 minutes)
Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • Lord, we come to You, striving to know You.
Thank You for Your Word so we can know You. You
are faithful and love us even when we are unfaithful
and fail to love You perfectly. Write this story on
our hearts so we will remember that Your love never
gives up. Help us tell others about this amazing love.
Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me

Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God,
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.
God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud
and explain what these verses mean.
We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)
God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.
Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.
We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent,
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.
Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus.
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and complete
with their families.

The Northern Kingdom of Israel
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APPLY the Story
Hosea, Prophet to Israel
BIBLE PASSAGE: Hosea
STORY POINT: God is faithful to His people even when they do not
love Him.
KEY PASSAGE: 2 Peter 3:9
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why should we obey God? We should obey God
because He made us, He loves us, and His plans are good.
SESSION TITLE:

Key passage activity (5 minutes)
• Key Passage Poster

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Story Point Poster
• “Kings of Israel and
Judah” printable
• Small Group Timeline
and Map Set
(005802970)
• tape
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Instruct kids to form a circle. Display the key passage
poster, and lead kids in reading 2 Peter 3:9 aloud together.
Choose one kid to clap once and say the first word of the
key passage. The kid to his right should clap once as he says
the next word of the key passage.
Kids will continue around the circle, clapping once per
word, until they say the entire key passage. Then play again.
Explain that at any time, a player saying a word may clap
twice. In that case, movement reverses and the player to the
left will say the next word. If a player claps once, the key
passage continues in the same direction.
SAY • Great job! What does our key passage remind you
about God? [Allow kids to respond.] God wants to
have a relationship with us! He is patient, loving, and
good.

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)
Distribute Bibles. Guide boys and girls to open their Bibles
to the Book of Hosea. Direct kids’ attention to the lists of
kings from the “Kings of Israel and Judah” printable. Keep
the lists in view for the remainder of the volume (through
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the story of Ezekiel). Remind kids that Hosea was a prophet
to Israel. Tape the Hosea name tag next to the list of Israel’s
kings. Explain that during the time Hosea shared God’s
message with Israel, the kingdom went through several
more bad kings—from Zechariah to Hoshea (hoh SHEE
uh). Tape the arrow next to Hoshea’s name.
SAY • God is faithful to His people even when they do
not love Him. God used Hosea’s unfaithful wife to
show Israel that they were unfaithful to Him. Even
when God’s people worship false idols, He is ready
to forgive those who turn back to Him. God’s love is
deep, and it never gives up.
Choose a volunteer to read aloud Hosea 14:1-2. Ask the
following questions. Lead the group to discuss:
1. What does it mean to be faithful? How is God
faithful to us? Help kids understand faithfulness
as loyalty to someone or something. Someone who is
faithful is trustworthy and reliable. Emphasize that God
is faithful to us; His love never gives up on us.
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Ps. 118:1-4.)
2. What price did God pay to rescue people from sin?
Lead kids to see how Hosea’s paying to get Gomer back
after she ran away reminds us that God paid a great
price to rescue us. God sent His one and only Son into
the world so that we might have life through Him.
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read John 3:16.)
3. How can we love people who are difficult to love?
Point out that Hosea didn’t love Gomer because he was
really good at loving people; rather, God gave Hosea
a love that would never give up. Remind kids that we
were enemies of God, but He loved us and sent Jesus to
take away our sin. Because God loves us so much, we

The Northern Kingdom of Israel

Option: Retell or
review the Bible
story using the
bolded text of the
Bible story script.
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can love others—even when they don’t love us well. We
can ask God for power to love without giving up.
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Matt. 5:43-47.)

Activity choice (10 minutes)
Secret church
SAY • Today we are going to experience something
called “secret church.” It’s the way many people
around the world have church because they are
not allowed to worship God where they live. We’ll
pretend like we are visiting Christian friends in
China to worship together. We will need to talk and
sing quietly so that people outside don’t hear us.
Ask kids to take off their shoes and stack them neatly
against the wall. Then guide them to sit with you in a circle
on the floor. Sing a song quietly together, read a short
Scripture passage, and pray.
Explain that it’s still dangerous to worship God in some
places of the world, including China. Pray that Christians
around the world will be faithful to God, like missionary
Bill Wallace was. Review the big picture question and
answer: Why should we obey God? We should obey God
because He made us, He loves us, and His plans are good.
OPTION 1:

• Bibles
• music (optional)

Tip: Use this
activity option
to reinforce the
missions moment
from Teach the
Story.

Reverse charades
Before the session, write several expressions of love on
separate sheets of paper. Suggestions: encourage someone; help
or serve someone; spend time with someone; listen to someone;
warn someone of danger
Choose a kid to be the guesser. Guide him to stand with
his back to the group. Show the rest of the kids a sheet of
paper that describes what they should act out.

OPTION 2:

• paper
• marker
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Instruct the guesser to turn around. The rest of the kids
should silently act out the expression of love. Kids may
work with a partner to act out the expression. The guesser
should try to figure out what they are doing. Allow a
minute or two for the guesser to guess.
Before playing another round, discuss these questions:
• How does God show us that expression of love?
• How can we show love to others in this way?
SAY • God used Hosea’s unfaithful wife to show the
people of Israel that they were unfaithful to Him.
The Israelites learned from Hosea’s life that God is
faithful to His people even when they do not love
Him. We can show God’s love to others by doing
some of the things we acted out, even if they have
not been loving to us.

Option: Review the
gospel with boys
and girls. Explain
that kids are
welcome to speak
with you or another
teacher if they
have questions.

Journal and prayer (5 minutes)
Distribute journal pages and pencils. Guide kids to think
about and answer the questions listed on the page:
• What does this story teach me about God or the
gospel?
• What does the story teach me about myself?
• Are there any commands in this story to obey? How
are they for God’s glory and my good?
• Are there any promises in this story to remember?
How do they help me trust and love God?
• How does this story help me to live on mission
better?
As kids journal, invite them to share their ideas. Then pray,
thanking God for His faithful love that never gives up.
As time allows, lead kids to complete “Wrong and
Right” on the activity page.
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• pencils
• Journal Page
• “Wrong and Right”
activity page,
1 per kid

Tip: Give parents
this week’s Big
Picture Cards for
Families to allow
families to interact
with the biblical
content at home.
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