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Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com.
For free training and session-by-session help, visit MinistryGrid.com/gospelproject.

Use Week of:

Unit 18 • Session 4 

INTRODUCE THE STORY
(15–20 MINUTES)

PAGE 158

TEACH THE STORY
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 160

EXPERIENCE THE STORY 
(20–25 MINUTES)

PAGE 162

Unit 18 • Session 4 

BIBLE PASSAGE: 
Malachi

STORY POINT: Malachi said a 
messenger would get people ready for 

the Messiah.

KEY PASSAGE: 
1 Peter 5:10

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
Who is in control of everything? God is 

in control of everything.

Malachi the 
Prophet
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4

Use Week of:
LEADER Bible Study
After many years living as prisoners in Babylon, God’s people had returned 
to Judah. They had worked hard and overcome opposition to rebuild the 
temple and the walls around Jerusalem. Surely God would restore them 
… finally! But nothing happened. As they waited, they faced drought 
and economic uncertainty. God’s people probably didn’t feel like God had 
blessed them at all.

“It is useless to serve God,” they said. “What have we gained by keeping 
his requirements?” (Mal. 3:14). Did God still care? It wasn’t long until 
God’s people fell back into the same patterns of sin that led to their exile 
in the first place: idolatry, covetousness, hypocrisy, arrogance, and abuse 
of the poor.

But God did still love His people. He had been working out His divine 
plan of redemption, and He never gave up on them. God sent a message 
to His people through the prophet Malachi.

Malachi was the last of the Old Testament prophets. He spoke to God’s 
people approximately 100 years after the end of the Babylonian captivity. 
Malachi’s message from God was a wake-up call.

God communicated through Malachi that the people’s lack of blessing 
didn’t mean that God didn’t care. God exposed His people’s sin and made 
clear that their actions merited a curse. God’s people needed to repent and 
turn back to God. “But for you who fear my name,” God said, “the sun of 
righteousness will rise with healing in its wings” (Mal. 4:2).

Explain to preschoolers that 400 years of silence followed Malachi’s 
prophecy; God did not communicate to His people. This period brings 
us to the New Testament, when the silence would be broken by the last 
prophet before Jesus, John the Baptist. His words about Jesus in John 1:29 
offered hope to all who heard: “Here is the Lamb of God, who takes away 
the sin of the world!”
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The BIBLE Story

 Malachi the Prophet
Malachi

The Jewish people were home in the promised land. They had 
worked hard to rebuild the temple and fix the walls around the 
city. The people were ready for God to bless them. They waited, but 

nothing happened. Some of the people were sad. They 
wondered if God really loved them.

God did love His people! They 
had been doing wrong things, and 

God wanted His people to obey 
Him. So God sent the prophet 

Malachi (MAL uh kigh) to 
talk to His people. God gave 
Malachi a message, and then 
Malachi told the people what 
God said.

Malachi told the people 
what they had been doing 
wrong. The priests were 
supposed to make sacrifices 

to God. God deserved the very 
best sacrifices, but the priests gave 

animals that were stolen, hurt, or 
sick. The priests were also supposed 

to teach the people about God, but the 
priests taught things that were not true. 

God was not happy.
Then Malachi gave a warning. He said that a day 

was coming when God would judge people on earth. God said, “I am 
going to send My messenger, and he will get people ready for Me.”

The messenger God was going to send would have a very big job. 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Respond with 
thumbs-up or 
thumbs-down: 
As you tell the story, 
encourage the 
children to hold their 
thumbs up when the 
Bible story is about 
good things and to 
turn their thumbs 
down when sad or 
bad things happen in 
the story. 

• Invite repetition: 
Pause and invite 
preschoolers to 
say the phrase, “A 
messenger?” every 
time that the word 
messenger is said 
in the Bible story. 
After they say, “A 
messenger?”, say, 
“Yes! A messenger!” 
Then continue with 
the story. Consider 
underlining the word 
messenger on the 
Bible story script 
and make sure you 
pause to prompt the 
children.

156 Preschool Leader Guide
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 Malachi the Prophet
Malachi

The Jewish people were home in the promised land. They had 
worked hard to rebuild the temple and fix the walls around the 
city. The people were ready for God to bless them. They waited, but 

nothing happened. Some of the people were sad. They 
wondered if God really loved them.

God did love His people! They 
had been doing wrong things, and 

God wanted His people to obey 
Him. So God sent the prophet 

Malachi (MAL uh kigh) to 
talk to His people. God gave 
Malachi a message, and then 
Malachi told the people what 
God said.

Malachi told the people 
what they had been doing 
wrong. The priests were 
supposed to make sacrifices 

to God. God deserved the very 
best sacrifices, but the priests gave 

animals that were stolen, hurt, or 
sick. The priests were also supposed 

to teach the people about God, but the 
priests taught things that were not true. 

God was not happy.
Then Malachi gave a warning. He said that a day 

was coming when God would judge people on earth. God said, “I am 
going to send My messenger, and he will get people ready for Me.”

The messenger God was going to send would have a very big job. 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Respond with 
thumbs-up or 
thumbs-down: 
As you tell the story, 
encourage the 
children to hold their 
thumbs up when the 
Bible story is about 
good things and to 
turn their thumbs 
down when sad or 
bad things happen in 
the story. 

• Invite repetition: 
Pause and invite 
preschoolers to 
say the phrase, “A 
messenger?” every 
time that the word 
messenger is said 
in the Bible story. 
After they say, “A 
messenger?”, say, 
“Yes! A messenger!” 
Then continue with 
the story. Consider 
underlining the word 
messenger on the 
Bible story script 
and make sure you 
pause to prompt the 
children.

The messenger would say, “Another messenger is coming! 
Get ready!” The other messenger would be God’s special 
Messenger, the Messiah God promised to send.

What else did God’s people do wrong? Well, some of 
God’s people were robbing God! When God gave people 
good gifts—like money and wealth—the people kept it all for 
themselves. They did not share. They forgot that everything 
belongs to God.

God said, “Give what you have! Just a little bit of it. See 
what happens. I will give you even more blessings—more 
good things than you can count!”

What else did God’s people do wrong? Well, some of 
God’s people were saying things about God that were not 
true. They said, “Serving God is no good. People who do not 
serve God have better lives than we have.”

“A day is coming,” God said, “when everyone who is 
wicked will be punished. They will see that it is good to 
serve God. People who honor Me will be happy, and they 
will jump and play like calves.”

Christ Connection: Malachi was a messenger for God. He 
said another messenger was coming. That messenger was John the 
Baptist. John’s job was to get people ready for the last Messenger, 
Jesus! Jesus is God’s Son. He came to rescue people from sin.
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The low prep icon is 
anchored. Just select 
with type tool and paste 
in another location if 
needed. 

INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Malachi the Prophet
BIBLE PASSAGE: Malachi
STORY POINT: Malachi said a messenger would get people ready for the 

Messiah.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Peter 5:10
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who is in control of everything? God is in control 

of everything.

Welcome time
Play a theme song in the background as you greet 
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures. 
Set an offering basket near the door to collect at an 
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a 
few favorite theme-related toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
Invite preschoolers to circle the children obeying God and 
to draw an X over the children not obeying God.
SAY • Good job deciding who was obeying or disobeying 

God in the pictures. God loves people and gives 
them rules to live by. God’s rules are good rules. He 
made everything, so He knows how life works best. 
In today’s Bible story, God’s people were not obeying 
Him, so He sent a messenger to talk to them. 

Pass a message
Form a circle. Choose a preschooler to be the messenger. 
Whisper a message in his ear. Use a message in the margin 
or create your own. Encourage the messenger to choose 
whom to say the message to next, a child on his right or 
left. Encourage that child to whisper the message to the 
next child. Whisper the message around the circle. The last 

• “Great Is Thy 
Faithfulness” song

• offering basket 
• Allergy Alert
• favorite toys related 

to the Bible story 
theme

• “Obey God” activity 
page, 1 per child

• crayons or markers

Messages:
• God loves people. 
• God’s rules are good. 
• God wants people to 

obey Him.
• Jesus rescues people 

from sin. 
• Serving God is good.
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person to hear the message will say it out loud. Compare 
what was spoken to the original message you whispered. 
Choose a new child to start a new message.
SAY • In today’s Bible story, God sent a man named 

Malachi to give His people a message. Malachi said 
another messenger was coming. That messenger 
would get people ready for the most special 
Messenger. Listen to the Bible story to hear who 
these other messengers were.

Compare pairs of objects
Hold up a bruised apple. Ask preschoolers if the bruised 
apple would taste good. Show a fresh apple. Ask which 
apple would taste better. Continue comparing each pair of 
items. Discuss which of each pair is better. Comment that 
the bruised, worn, and broken items may still be good, but 
they are not the best.
SAY • I like cookies, even broken ones, but if I open this 

bag of cookie pieces, I will probably get crumbs 
everywhere. Eating these whole cookies would be 
much neater. Look at the apples, I could cut off the 
bruised part and throw it away, but I can eat this 
whole apple. In our Bible story today, we will hear 
how God’s people were not giving Him their best. 
Let’s listen to hear what God tells them.

Transition to teach the story
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them 
to Bible study, show the countdown video, turn the lights 
off and on, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy. 
Invite preschoolers to “jump like calves” as they move to 
Bible study. 

• several pairs of items 
(one good and one 
flawed, such as a 
good apple and a 
bruised apple, a new 
book and a worn-out 
book, full bag of 
cookies and bag of 
broken cookie pieces, 
new crayons and 
broken crayons)

• countdown video 
(optional)
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TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: Malachi the Prophet
BIBLE PASSAGE: Malachi
STORY POINT: Malachi said a messenger would get people ready for the 

Messiah.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Peter 5:10
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who is in control of everything? God is in control 

of everything.

Introduce the Bible story
Place a bookmark at Malachi 1 in your Bible. Invite a 
preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
SAY • Today’s Bible story is from the Book of Malachi. The 

Old Testament is made up of 39 books. Malachi is the 
last one. Malachi is short. It only has four chapters. 

Show the children the four chapters in Malachi in the Bible. 
Point out how the New Testament begins after Malachi. 
Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline. 
Remind children that all the stories in the Bible fit together 
to tell an even bigger story. The Bible tells us the big story 
of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

Watch or tell the Bible story
Show the video or tell the Bible story using the provided 
storytelling tips. Use the bolded version of the Bible story 
for young preschoolers.
SAY • God sent Malachi to talk to His people. He told the 

people what they were doing wrong. Malachi told 
them that God wanted His people to obey Him. He 
told them another messenger was coming. Malachi 
said a messenger would get people ready for the 
Messiah. That messenger was John the Baptist. 
John’s job was to get people ready for Jesus.

• Bible 
• bookmark
• Giant Timeline

• Story Point Poster
• “Malachi the Prophet” 

video (optional)
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
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Practice the key passage 
Place the key passage marker at 1 Peter 5:10. Invite a child 
to open your Bible to the key passage. Read the key passage 
aloud. Invite preschoolers to take turns saying the key 
passage from memory. Offer assistance as needed.
SAY • God’s people were suffering. They thought that God 

did not care about them. God did care about His 
people! They had been doing wrong things, and God 
wanted His people to obey Him. God planned to 
bless and restore His people when they turned away 
from their sin and turned back to Him. 

Sing the key passage song, “God Will!,” and the theme 
song, “Great Is Thy Faithfulness.”

Learn the big picture question
SAY • Do you remember our big picture question and 

answer? Who is in control of everything? God is in 
control of everything. His people waited for God to 
bless them. When nothing happened, they wondered 
if God really loved them, but God was working out 
His good plan to give them, and us, the best blessing 
of all—Jesus! Jesus came to rescue us from sin. 

Missions moment
 SAY • Often missionaries go to other countries to 

tell people about Jesus. The Hite family went to a 
country called Taiwan. Watch this video from Logan 
Hite. Listen for how we can pray for his family.

Show the “Hey from Logan Hite” missions video. Then 
review prayer requests and lead preschoolers in prayer.

Pray and transition to experience the story

• Bible
• Key Passage Marker 
• Key Passage Poster
• “God Will!” song
• “Great Is Thy 

Faithfulness” song

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• “Hey from Logan 
Hite” video
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EXPERIENCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Malachi the Prophet
BIBLE PASSAGE: Malachi
STORY POINT: Malachi said a messenger would get people ready for the 

Messiah.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Peter 5:10
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who is in control of everything? God is in control 

of everything.

Play a quiet game
Invite preschoolers to sit in a circle. Choose a preschooler 
to go first. Instruct her to walk around the circle and gently 
tap a quiet person on the shoulder. Then she will take that 
child’s spot while he walks around the circle and gently taps 
another quiet person. Continue playing as time allows.
SAY • Malachi said a messenger would get people ready 

for the Messiah. God was quiet for 400 years 
after Malachi gave God’s message. Then God sent 
the messenger whom Malachi told about. That 
messenger was John the Baptist. John’s job was to 
get people ready for the last Messenger, Jesus! Jesus is 
God’s Son. He came to rescue people from sin. 

Think about the way people feel
Give each child a “How Do You Feel?” chart and nine 
pom-poms. Help children point to and name the different 
feelings. Encourage them to make a face and show how 
they look when they feel each emotion. Retell parts of the 
Bible stories from this unit and give present-day examples of 
different emotions. Encourage the children to place a pom-
pom on the emotion in each example. Continue telling 
Bible or present-day stories until the children have covered 
all the emotions.

• “How Do You Feel?” 
printable, one per 
child

• pom-poms, 9 per child
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SAY • God’s people were happy they had rebuilt the temple 
and fixed the walls around their city. They were sad 
when they wondered if God really loved them. God 
did love them, and He loves us too! God wanted 
the people to know that Jesus was coming to rescue 
them from sin. He wanted them to obey Him and 
He promised to give them more blessings than they 
could count! Do you think they were surprised that 
God wanted to give them so many blessings? The 
people needed to remember Who is in control of 
everything? God is in control of everything.

Build a blessing wall
Help children name good gifts or blessings that God gives 
to us. Write each blessing on a sticky note. Encourage 
children to put each note on a different block then stack the 
blocks to make a wall. Print Our Blessing Wall on a sheet of 
construction paper and hang it over the block wall. Pray, 
thanking God for the blessings He give us. Consider leaving 
up the wall for children to show their parents at pickup.
SAY • You named many good gifts, or blessings, that God 

has given us. The greatest blessing God has given 
us is His very own Son! Malachi said a messenger 
would get people ready for the Messiah. Jesus is 
the Messiah God promised to send! God sent Jesus to 
earth to rescue people from sin.

Pretend to give an offering
Hide play money around the room before the session. Give 
each child an envelope. Guide them to cut off the flap then 
fold the envelope in half to create a wallet. Invite children 
to decorate their wallets. Lead children to search for the 

• blocks 
• sticky notes
• fine-point markers
• sheet of construction 

paper

• play money
• envelopes
• blunt-tipped scissors
• markers
• stickers
• offering plate or 

basket
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play money and place it in their wallets. Show the basket 
or offering plate and encourage them to give part of their 
money. Comment that in the Bible story, the people gave 
animals as offerings to God, but today we give money as 
our offering.
SAY • God had given His people good gifts to share—like 

money and wealth, but the people kept it all for 
themselves. Who is in control of everything? God 
is in control of everything. God is in control of 
everything because everything belongs to God. God 
says if we give what we have, He will give us more 
good things than we can even count! 

Wrap gifts for children with special 
needs

Gather donated crayons, colored pencils, coloring books 
and other school supplies collected this month. Allow 
preschoolers to help you wrap the supplies, letting them 
help you fold wrapping paper and tape it in place. You may 
also provide plain gift bags for preschoolers to decorate with 
markers and stickers. 

If possible, consider planning a class outing to deliver 
the supplies to a class for children with special needs in 
your church or at a school in your church’s neighborhood. 
Invite preschoolers and their families. Encourage interaction 
between your group and the children with special needs.
SAY • Let’s pray for the children who will get these school 

supplies. Let’s pray that God will remind them how 
important they are to Him and how He wants to use 
them in His plan! 

• donated crayons, 
colored pencils, 
coloring books, 
and other school 
supplies

• wrapping paper 
• scissors (adult use) 
• tape
• plain gift bags 

(optional) 
• markers (optional) 
• stickers (optional) 
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Snack and review
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities. 
Wash hands and gather preschoolers for snack time. Pray, 
thanking God for the snack. 

Serve crackers with spray cheese for snack. Spray the 
letters G, O, and D on crackers for each child. Encourage 
preschoolers to put the crackers in order to spell God. Ask, 
Who is in control of everything? God is in control of 
everything. Remind the preschoolers that Malachi said a 
messenger would get people ready for the Messiah.

Show the Bible story picture as you ask the following 
questions. Retell parts of the Bible story as needed. 

1. Whom did God send to talk to His people? 
(Malachi)

2. What did Malachi tell the people? (what they had 
been doing wrong and that a messenger would come to 
get people ready for the Messiah)

3. What did God say would happen to people who 
honored Him? (They will be happy and jump and play 
like calves.) 

4. Who is in control of everything? God is in control 
of everything.

Transition 
When preschoolers finish their snack, they may color the 
Bible story coloring page, play a simple game to practice the 
key passage or big picture question, or sing along to the key 
passage or theme song.

If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell 
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well 
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture 
cards for families.

• countdown video 
(optional) 

• Allergy Alert
• paper cups and 

napkins 
• snack food
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• crackers (optional) 
• spray cheese 

(optional)

• Bible Story Coloring 
Page

• crayons 
• Key Passage Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• “God Will!” song
• “Great Is Thy 

Faithfulness” song
• Big Picture Cards 

for Families: Babies, 
Toddlers, and 
Preschoolers
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