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Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com.
For free training and session-by-session help, visit MinistryGrid.com/gospelproject.

Use Week of:

Unit 16 • Session 4

INTRODUCE THE STORY
(15–20 MINUTES)

PAGE 58

TEACH THE STORY
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 60

EXPERIENCE THE STORY 
(20–25 MINUTES)

PAGE 62

Daniel’s Dream

BIBLE PASSAGE: 

Unit 16 • Session 4

Daniel 7

STORY POINT: God showed Daniel 
that God’s Son will rule forever.

KEY PASSAGE: 
1 Thessalonians 5:17-18

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
Why do we pray? We pray because we 
trust God, and we know He hears us.
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4

Use Week of:
LEADER Bible Study
Daniel 7 is considered one of the most important chapters in the Old 
Testament. This chapter and the chapters that follow describe a series of 
visions and prophecies about the future of God’s people. This message 
gave hope to God’s people in captivity.

Today’s Bible story takes place in the first year of King Belshazzar’s reign. 
(Dan. 7:1) Belshazzar was the son of King Nebuchadnezzar. Daniel 
encountered Belshazzar in chapter 5. Daniel was about 82 years old when 
he was thrown into the lions’ den; chapter 7 rewinds the clock to tell of a 
dream Daniel had when he was about 67.

In a vision parallel to Daniel 2, Daniel saw four beasts. Each beast 
represented an earthly kingdom. The first creature was like a lion but had 
eagle’s wings. This creature represented the kingdom of Babylon. The 
second creature was like a bear, and it had ribs in its mouth. This creature 
represented the kingdom of the Medes and Persians. The third creature 
was like a leopard with four wings on its back and four heads. This 
creature represented the kingdom of Greece. Finally, the fourth creature 
was strong and destructive. It had 10 horns, and this creature represented 
the kingdom of Rome.

Then Daniel saw God—the Ancient of Days—sitting on His throne. 
Daniel watched as God killed the fourth creature and took away the 
power of the others. As complicated as it may be, Daniel’s vision reveals an 
ultimate reality: “These huge beasts … are four kings who will rise from 
the earth. But the holy ones of the Most High will receive the kingdom 
and possess it forever” (Dan. 7:17-18).

Emphasize to the preschoolers you teach that they will see all sorts of 
rulers and powers and authorities in the world, but the Bible is clear: God 
is ruling over them all. The kingdoms of earth will last for a short time, 
and the kingdom of Jesus will come and last forever.
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The BIBLE Story

 Daniel’s Dream
Daniel 7

When Belshazzar (bel SHAZ uhr) was the king of Babylon, Daniel 
had a strange dream. This dream was a message from God. In the 
dream, Daniel saw four big creatures come up from the sea. Each was 

different from the others.
The first creature was like a lion. It also had 

wings like an eagle. The second creature 
was like a bear. It had three ribs in its 

mouth. The third creature was like 
a leopard. It also had four wings 

on its back and four heads. The 
fourth creature was strong and 
scary; it had large teeth and 
destroyed everything in its way. 
It also had 10 horns.

Then Daniel saw a place 
in heaven with thrones. God 
sat down on a throne to judge 
the creatures. His hair and 

clothing were white like snow 
and His throne was like fire. God 

took away the creatures’ power. 
God let the first three creatures live 

for a short time, but the creature with 
horns was killed.

Suddenly, God’s Son came. God gave Him 
power to rule over everything. He was the king, and 

people from every nation and language served Him. His kingdom 
would last forever; it would never be destroyed.

Daniel was frightened by the dream, but God told Daniel what the 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Sit on a throne: 
Sit in a big, fancy 
chair as you tell the 
Bible story.

• Display art: 
Show the Bible story 
picture and point to 
each creature from 
Daniel’s dream as 
you describe it in the 
story.
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 Daniel’s Dream
Daniel 7

When Belshazzar (bel SHAZ uhr) was the king of Babylon, Daniel 
had a strange dream. This dream was a message from God. In the 
dream, Daniel saw four big creatures come up from the sea. Each was 

different from the others.
The first creature was like a lion. It also had 

wings like an eagle. The second creature 
was like a bear. It had three ribs in its 

mouth. The third creature was like 
a leopard. It also had four wings 

on its back and four heads. The 
fourth creature was strong and 
scary; it had large teeth and 
destroyed everything in its way. 
It also had 10 horns.

Then Daniel saw a place 
in heaven with thrones. God 
sat down on a throne to judge 
the creatures. His hair and 

clothing were white like snow 
and His throne was like fire. God 

took away the creatures’ power. 
God let the first three creatures live 

for a short time, but the creature with 
horns was killed.

Suddenly, God’s Son came. God gave Him 
power to rule over everything. He was the king, and 

people from every nation and language served Him. His kingdom 
would last forever; it would never be destroyed.

Daniel was frightened by the dream, but God told Daniel what the 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Sit on a throne: 
Sit in a big, fancy 
chair as you tell the 
Bible story.

• Display art: 
Show the Bible story 
picture and point to 
each creature from 
Daniel’s dream as 
you describe it in the 
story.

dreams meant. The four creatures were four kings on 
earth. They would rule for a time, but then God would 
give His people the kingdom forever and ever.

Daniel did not tell anyone about his dream, but he wrote 
down everything he saw.

Christ Connection: Jesus is King over everything. God lets 
people rule for a short time, but one day Jesus will come back and 
set up His perfect kingdom. Everyone who trusts in Jesus will be 
in His kingdom, and it will last forever.
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The low prep icon is 
anchored. Just select 
with type tool and paste 
in another location if 
needed. 

INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Daniel’s Dream
BIBLE PASSAGE: Daniel 7
STORY POINT: God showed Daniel that God’s Son will rule forever.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Thessalonians 5:17-18
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why do we pray? We pray because we trust God, 

and we know He hears us.

Welcome time
Play a theme song in the background as you greet 
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures. 
Set an offering basket near the door to collect at an 
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a 
few favorite theme-related toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
Guide preschoolers to color the shapes with a cross-shape 
inside them.
SAY • Do you see the letters? J-E-S-U-S. Do you know 

whose name that spells? Jesus! Jesus is King over 
everything. One day, Jesus will come back to earth 
and set up His perfect kingdom that will last forever. 
Daniel learned more about that in today’s Bible story. 
Listen to find out more. 

Tell about a dream
Gather children and sit in a circle. Hold a stuffed animal 
and tell about a strange dream, real or fictional. Give the 
stuffed toy to a child and ask him to make up a story about 
a crazy dream. Continue to pass the animal and tell about 
made up silly stories.
SAY • People often dream about crazy things like running 

• “Wherever I Go” song
• offering basket 
• Allergy Alert
• favorite toys related 

to the Bible story 
theme

• “Daniel’s Dream” 
activity page, 1 per 
child

• crayons or markers

• a stuffed animal or 
other comforting 
object 

58 Preschool Leader Guide
Unit 16 • Session 4

005804497_v6_PreschoolLeaderGuide.indb   58 5/17/19   11:51 AM

© 2019 LifeWay



in slow motion or going outside in their underwear. 
Sometimes dreams can be very silly, and sometimes 
they can be a little scary. Daniel dreamed about 
some big creatures, but then he saw God sitting on 
a throne in heaven. Daniel trusted God, and God 
helped Daniel to know what the dream meant. 

Make play dough creatures
Set out play dough and play dough tools. Challenge 
preschoolers to create creatures with play dough. Explain to 
preschoolers that a creature is simply something created. We 
are God’s creatures because He made us. Ask preschoolers 
about their creatures as they work. 
SAY • These are very interesting creatures you all made! In 

today’s Bible story, Daniel had a dream about four 
creatures. The creatures came up from the sea and 
each one was different from the others. Honestly, 
they were pretty strange creatures, but God used 
Daniel’s dream and the creatures in it to tell us 
something important about the future. Listen to the 
Bible story to hear what God wants us to know. 

Transition to teach the story
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them 
to Bible study, show the countdown video, turn the lights 
off and on, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy. 
Set an alarm clock or a countdown timer that sounds like 
a wake-up alarm to signal that it is time to move to Bible 
study.

• play dough
• play dough tools

• countdown video 
(optional)

• alarm clock or 
countdown timer
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TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: Daniel’s Dream
BIBLE PASSAGE: Daniel 7
STORY POINT: God showed Daniel that God’s Son will rule forever.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Thessalonians 5:17-18
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why do we pray? We pray because we trust God, 

and we know He hears us.

Introduce the Bible story
Place a bookmark at Daniel 7 in your Bible. Invite a
preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
SAY • God speaks to us through the Bible. That makes the 

Bible the most important book there is. Today’s Bible 
story comes from the Book of Daniel in the Old 
Testament part of the Bible.

Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline. 
Remind children that all the stories in the Bible fit together 
to tell an even bigger story. The Bible tells us the big story of 
how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

Watch or tell the Bible story
Show the video or tell the Bible story using the provided 
storytelling tips. Use the bolded version of the Bible story 
for young preschoolers.
SAY • What a strange dream, but God used Daniel’s dream 

to tell something important. God lets people rule for 
a little while, but God rules over all of them. God 
showed Daniel that God’s Son will rule forever. 
One day, Jesus will come back and set up a perfect 
kingdom. Jesus will rule over this kingdom, and 
when we trust in Jesus to save us from sin, we get to 
be part of His everlasting kingdom! 

• Bible 
• bookmark
• Giant Timeline

• Story Point Poster
• “Daniel’s Dream” video 

(optional)
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster

60 Preschool Leader Guide
Unit 16 • Session 4

005804497_v6_PreschoolLeaderGuide.indb   60 5/17/19   11:52 AM

© 2019 LifeWay



Practice the key passage 
Set a special chair in front of the group. Place the key 
passage marker at 1 Thessalonians 5:17-18. Invite a child 
to open your Bible to the key passage. Read the key passage 
aloud. Invite children to take turns sitting on the “throne” 
while saying the verse. 
SAY • Paul wrote the words in our key passage to tell 

believers how to live while waiting for Jesus to come 
back and set up God’s perfect kingdom. We are to 
pray constantly and give thanks in everything while 
we wait for Jesus to come back and rule forever. 

Sing the key passage song, “Pray Constantly,” and the theme 
song, “Wherever I Go.”

Learn the big picture question
SAY • Who can answer our big picture question? Why do 

we pray? We pray because we trust God, and we 
know He hears us. What a gift to pray to the God 
who rules over everything! He is a good God we can 
trust to hear us. 

Missions moment
SAY • The four creatures in Daniel’s dream 

represented four countries. Often people in different 
countries speak different languages. Do you know 
anyone who speaks a different language? [Allow 
responses.] In Miami, people speak many different 
languages all in one city! The Ukegbus have friends 
who speak many different languages. 

Show the “The Brook in Miami” missions video. 

Pray and transition to experience the story

• chair
• Bible
• Key Passage Marker 
• Key Passage Poster
• “Pray Constantly” 

song
• “Wherever I Go” song

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• “The Brook in Miami” 
video
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EXPERIENCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Daniel’s Dream
BIBLE PASSAGE: Daniel 7
STORY POINT: God showed Daniel that God’s Son will rule forever.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Thessalonians 5:17-18
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why do we pray? We pray because we trust God, 

and we know He hears us.

Do a timed challenge
Lead preschoolers to lift their hands above their heads 
and wave their hands in air for 10 seconds. Then lead 
preschoolers to repeat the action for 20 seconds. Then for 
30 seconds. Choose another action such as touching your 
toes, running in place, or hopping up and down. 
SAY • Was it easy to do the action for 30 seconds? You may 

have felt like you were doing an action for a long 
time, but actually it was a very short time. Jesus is 
King over everything. God showed Daniel that 
God’s Son will rule forever. Everyone who trusts in 
Jesus will be in His kingdom, and it will last forever.

Build a throne
Cover the flat surfaces and legs of a chair with colored 
paper. Encourage preschoolers to work together to decorate 
the paper with stickers, decorative tape, self-adhesive jewels, 
and metallic crayons or markers. 

Open a Bible and find the key passage. Read it. Invite a 
child to sit on the throne with the Bible in their lap and say 
the key passage after you. Consider taking a photograph of 
each child on the throne to share with families.
SAY • In Daniel’s dream, he saw a place in heaven with 

thrones. God sat down on a throne to judge the 

• 
• timer

• chair
• colored paper
• tape
• stickers
• decorative tape
• self-adhesive jewels
• metallic crayons and 

markers
• Bible

Tip: Follow your 
church’s security 
procedures for 
photographing 
children.
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creatures. God took away the creatures’ power. God 
showed Daniel the creatures were four kings on 
earth. God showed Daniel that God’s Son will rule 
forever. God lets people rule for a short time, but 
one day Jesus will come back and set up His perfect 
kingdom. Everyone who trusts in Jesus will be in His 
kingdom, and it will last forever.

Blow paint creatures
Mix water and paint in a bowl. Put on smocks and roll up 
sleeves. Give a child a sheet of paper. Invite her to stick 
googly eyes on her paper. Demonstrate how to use an 
eyedropper to add a few drops of paint around the googly 
eyes. Show a child how to blow through the straw, directing 
her breath through the straw and toward the paint to 
spread the paint away from the eyes and across the paper to 
make a body. Talk about the strange-looking creature she is 
creating. Set aside completed paintings to dry.
SAY • What strange creatures Daniel dreamed about! But 

then Daniel saw God sitting on a throne in heaven. 
God took away the creatures’ power. The dream 
was about things that will happen one day. God 
showed Daniel that God’s Son will rule forever, 
and everyone who trusts in Jesus will be a part of His 
forever kingdom. 

Play out a worship service
Set chairs in rows. Fashion a podium with large blocks. 
Open a Bible to the Book of Daniel and point to Daniel’s 
name. Consider procuring a portable electronic keyboard 
and invite children to take turns playing a few notes. Sing 
simple worship songs. Pass an offering basket. Take turns 

• smocks
• construction paper
• self-adhesive googly 

eyes
• washable paint
• foam bowls 
• water
• plastic spoons
• eyedroppers
• straws

Tip: Watch children 
closely to make 
sure they do not 
use the straw to 
drink the paint 
mixture.

• chairs
• large blocks
• Bible
• offering basket
• portable electronic 

keyboard (optional)

6363Hope in Exile

005804497_v6_PreschoolLeaderGuide.indb   63 5/17/19   11:52 AM

© 2019 LifeWay



head1 (“Opening” is 
char.style “head1a)
outline_nested

subhead1
body_no_indent

subhead1_nested
body_no_indent
lead-in

standing at the podium. Ask a child to recall facts from 
today’s Bible story. Lead a child to say a prayer. 
SAY • We gather as a church to worship God together every 

week. We hear from God’s Word and remind each 
other of who God is and what He has done for us. 
One day, we won’t have to remind each other because 
Jesus will come back and set up His perfect kingdom. 
We will get to worship Him together with people 
from every nation and language. Do you remember 
our big picture question? Why do we pray? We pray 
because we trust God, and we know He hears us. 
When Jesus comes back, we won’t pray anymore 
because we will get to talk to Him face to face.  

Speak Spanish
Print and cut part the “Spanish Phrases.” Place 

the phrases in a basket or bag. Invite children to take turns 
drawing a phrase from the basket. Read the phrase and 
help the child say the Spanish phrase. Consider using a 
translator app to translate and pronounce the key passage or 
big picture question and answer. Invite a guest who speaks 
Spanish to read the Bible story, if available. 
SAY • Spanish is just one of the languages that the Ukegbu 

family hears in Miami. They are learning Spanish 
so that they can tell people about Jesus. In Daniel’s 
dream, he saw people from every nation and 
language serving God’s Son, Jesus. People who speak 
English, Spanish, Russian, French, and every other 
language will serve Jesus forever in His kingdom. 
God showed Daniel that God’s Son will rule 
forever. Everyone who trusts in Jesus will be in His 
forever kingdom with Him. 

• “Spanish Phrases” 
printable 

• scissors (adult use)
• basket or bag
• electronic tablet 

or device with a 
translator app 
(optional) 

• Spanish-speaking 
guest (optional)
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Snack and review
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities. 
Wash hands and gather preschoolers for snack time. Pray, 
thanking God for the snack. 

Serve fruit snacks. Use the “Prayer Prompts” printable 
and encourage boys and girls to say a brief prayer each time 
a child tastes a specific-colored snack. Why do we pray? We 
pray because we trust God, and we know He hears us. 

Show the Bible story picture as you ask the following 
questions. Retell parts of the Bible story as needed. 

1. What came out of the water in Daniel’s dream? (four 
big creatures) 

2. When Daniel saw heaven with thrones, who sat 
down on a throne and took away the creatures’ 
power? (God)

3. Who did God give the power to rule over everything 
forever? (God’s Son)

4. Who told Daniel what the dreams meant? (God)
5. How long will God’s Son’s kingdom last? (forever) 
6. Why do we pray? We pray because we trust God, 

and we know He hears us.

Transition 
When preschoolers finish their snack, they may color the 
Bible story coloring page, play a simple game to practice the 
key passage or big picture question, or sing along to the key 
passage or theme song.

If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell 
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well 
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture 
cards for families.

• countdown video 
(optional) 

• Allergy Alert
• paper cups and 

napkins 
• snack food
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• fruit snacks 

(optional) 
• “Prayer Prompts” 

printable

• Bible Story Coloring 
Page

• crayons 
• Key Passage Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• “Pray Constantly” 

song
• “Wherever I Go” song
• Big Picture Cards 

for Families: Babies, 
Toddlers, and 
Preschoolers
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