
Leaders, grow on the go! Listen to session-by-session training every week on  
Ministry Grid, Apple Podcasts, Spotify, or LifeWay’s Digital Pass:  

ministrygrid.com/gospelproject | gospelproject.com/podcasts

Use Week of:

Unit 30 • Session 4 

INTRODUCE THE STORY
(15–20 MINUTES)
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TEACH THE STORY
(10–15 MINUTES)
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EXPERIENCE THE STORY 
(20–25 MINUTES)
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Unit 30 • Session 4 

BIBLE PASSAGE: 
2 Corinthians 11

STORY POINT:  
Paul wanted people to remember what is 

true about Jesus.

KEY PASSAGE: 
Colossians 1:18

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
Why does the church exist? The church 

exists to glorify God.

Guarding the 
Truth

154 Preschool Leader Guide
Unit 30 • Session 4 

© 2020 LifeWay



4

LEADER Bible Study
In New Testament times, Corinth was an important city in ancient Greece. 
About eighteen years after Jesus’ death on the cross, Paul preached the 
gospel to the Corinthians and established the church there. (See Acts 18.) 
He stayed in Corinth for at least 18 months.

In his first letter to the Corinthians, Paul wrote to help believers solve 
some problems within the church. In his second letter, written just a few 
weeks later, Paul wrote to encourage the church and to assure them that 
God loved them—even when they had troubles. Of all Paul’s letters in 
the New Testament, none reveals his heart as much as 2 Corinthians. In 
it, Paul showed his passion for Christ as he fiercely defended his ministry 
against false teachings.

Paul wrote of the dangers he faced as a disciple of Christ—stonings, 
beatings, imprisonment, hunger, and hardship. But he also wrote of the 
comfort and the strength to endure that Jesus gives to those who trust in 
Him. Nothing could keep Paul from sharing the good news of Jesus—a  
lesson for the believers at Corinth and for all believers everywhere.

As you teach from 2 Corinthians 11, emphasize that God gives us power 
to stand up for the gospel. Paul cared about the believers in Corinth, and 
he wanted them to be faithful to Jesus and remember the gospel. Paul may 
not have been an eloquent speaker like those who preached lies, but he 
refused to back down. Paul suffered and nearly died to share the gospel.

Second Corinthians teaches us that sharing Jesus with the world is not 
always easy. There will always be some who try to stop the good news from 
spreading. But our job as believers is to follow and obey Jesus no matter 
what. Like Paul, we guard the truth because God, the Father of the Lord 
Jesus, deserves to be praised.
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The BIBLE Story

 Guarding the Truth
2 Corinthians 11

Paul told people in Corinth about Jesus. Many people believed the 
good news, and they met together as a church. But when Paul left, he 
heard the people were not following Jesus like they should. They were 

listening to new teachers who told them things that were 
not true. Paul was upset, so he wrote a letter 

to the Corinthian church.
“Listen,” Paul wrote, “I care 
about you. I want you to follow 

Jesus and remember what He 
has done.” The people had been 
tricked by the new teachers, like 
Eve was tricked by the snake in 
the garden of Eden. Eve had 
believed the snake’s lie, and she 
disobeyed God. The Christians 
in Corinth were believing the 
lies the new teachers told.

Paul said, “I am not a great 
speaker, but I know what I 

am talking about.” God gave 
Paul power to share the gospel. He 

shared the good news even though 
it was hard. Paul did not tell people 

about Jesus because he wanted something 
from them; he told them about Jesus because 

he loved them!
Paul wrote, “I will not stop telling you this: Those teachers are 

sharing a message that is not true. They are trying to stop the good 
news about Jesus from spreading. Those teachers do not love God.”

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Use a dramatic 
voice: Vary the level 
and tone of your voice 
as you tell the Bible 
story. For example, 
soften and intensify 
your voice after 
Paul says “Listen.” 
Heighten your tone 
as you tell of Paul’s 
hardships.

• Listen for it: Invite 
preschoolers to cup 
their hands over their 
ears when they hear 
the word listen and to 
point to their mouths 
when they hear the 
word told.
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 Guarding the Truth
2 Corinthians 11

Paul told people in Corinth about Jesus. Many people believed the 
good news, and they met together as a church. But when Paul left, he 
heard the people were not following Jesus like they should. They were 

listening to new teachers who told them things that were 
not true. Paul was upset, so he wrote a letter 

to the Corinthian church.
“Listen,” Paul wrote, “I care 
about you. I want you to follow 

Jesus and remember what He 
has done.” The people had been 
tricked by the new teachers, like 
Eve was tricked by the snake in 
the garden of Eden. Eve had 
believed the snake’s lie, and she 
disobeyed God. The Christians 
in Corinth were believing the 
lies the new teachers told.

Paul said, “I am not a great 
speaker, but I know what I 

am talking about.” God gave 
Paul power to share the gospel. He 

shared the good news even though 
it was hard. Paul did not tell people 

about Jesus because he wanted something 
from them; he told them about Jesus because 

he loved them!
Paul wrote, “I will not stop telling you this: Those teachers are 

sharing a message that is not true. They are trying to stop the good 
news about Jesus from spreading. Those teachers do not love God.”

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Use a dramatic 
voice: Vary the level 
and tone of your voice 
as you tell the Bible 
story. For example, 
soften and intensify 
your voice after 
Paul says “Listen.” 
Heighten your tone 
as you tell of Paul’s 
hardships.

• Listen for it: Invite 
preschoolers to cup 
their hands over their 
ears when they hear 
the word listen and to 
point to their mouths 
when they hear the 
word told.

Paul spoke up and told the truth. “If anyone should be 
listened to, it’s me,” he said. “I have worked hard. I have 
been thrown in jail and hurt. I almost died because I told 
people about Jesus.” God had chosen Paul and changed 
his life. Paul did everything for God. He was not going to 
give up.

Christ Connection: Telling people about Jesus can be hard. 
There will always be some who do not want to hear the truth. 
God wants believers to follow Jesus and obey Him no matter 
what.
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Guarding the Truth
BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Corinthians 11
STORY POINT: Paul wanted people to remember what is true about Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: Colossians 1:18
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why does the church exist? The church exists to 

glorify God.

Welcome time
Play a theme song in the background as you greet 
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures. 
Set an offering basket near the door to collect at an 
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a 
few favorite theme-related toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
Guide children to look at the letters in each row and circle 
the two that are the same.  
SAY • Today we get messages in many different ways: letters 

in our mailboxes, emails, and text messages. Have 
you ever gotten a message in a bottle? Paul wrote a 
letter to the church in Colossae in today’s Bible story. 
His letter probably would have been on a scroll. 
Listen to the story to hear the message Paul had for 
the Colossian believers. 

Pretend to be a museum guard
Designate a child to be the museum guard. Lead the rest of 
the group to spread out around the room. When you say, 
“Freeze!” the group must stand still like statues. The guard 
will walk around the room and gently tap any child that 
is moving, talking, or laughing. The child tapped must sit 

• “One Foundation” 
song

• offering basket 
• Allergy Alert
• favorite toys related 

to the Bible story 
theme

• “Find the Match” 
activity page, 1 per 
child

• crayons or markers
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down. Play until one statue is left. That child gets to be the 
next museum guard. Play as time allows.
SAY • Was it fun pretending to be a museum guard? A 

guard is someone who keeps watch over something. 
A museum guard keeps watch over the items in a 
museum. Did you know that believers are guards 
too? Believers are gospel guards. We protect the 
truths of the gospel, the good news about Jesus. 
Listen to today’s Bible story to find out how Paul said 
believers are to do that. 

Find the ball under the cup
Set three cups on a table upside down. Place a ball under 
one of the cups. Direct a child to watch while you move 
the cups around. Stop and ask the child to guess the cup 
with the ball under it. Lift the cup to reveal if she guessed 
correctly. Allow preschoolers to take turns moving the cups 
and guessing where the ball is. 
SAY • That was a tricky game. You had to watch the cup 

with the ball really carefully. In today’s Bible story, 
some new teachers were being tricky, but they were 
not playing a game. They were saying things about 
Jesus that were not true. Listen to the story to find 
out what Paul had to say about what these teachers 
were doing.  

Transition to teach the story
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them 
to Bible study, show the countdown video, turn the lights 
off and on, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy. 
Invite preschoolers to sing “Jesus Loves Me” or another song 
about Jesus as you move to the Bible study area together.

• plastic cups, 3
• small ball

• countdown video 
(optional)
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TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: Guarding the Truth
BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Corinthians 11
STORY POINT: Paul wanted people to remember what is true about Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: Colossians 1:18
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why does the church exist? The church exists to 

glorify God.

Introduce the Bible story
Place a bookmark at 2 Corinthians 11 in your Bible. Invite 
a preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
SAY • The Bible is God’s Word and tells true stories of real 

people. Our Bible story today is from 2 Corinthians, 
which is one of Paul’s letters to the Corinthian church. 
Paul’s letters are part of the New Testament.

Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline. 
Remind children that all the stories in the Bible fit together 
to tell an even bigger story. The Bible tells us the big story 
of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

Watch or tell the Bible story
Show the video or tell the Bible story using the provided 
storytelling tips. Use the bolded version of the Bible story 
for young preschoolers.
SAY • The believers in Corinth were believing lies that new 

teachers were telling. Paul wrote them a letter. Paul 
wanted people to remember what is true about 
Jesus and stop believing lies of the false teachers. 
There will always be some who do not want to hear 
the truth. Because of that, telling people about Jesus 
can be hard, but God wants believers to follow Jesus 
and obey Him no matter what.

• Bible 
• bookmark
• Giant Timeline

• Story Point Poster
• “Guarding the Truth” 

video (optional)
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
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Practice the key passage 
Place the key passage marker at Colossians 1:18. Invite a 
child to open your Bible to the key passage. Read the key 
passage aloud, and say it with the motions you created in 
session one. Invite volunteers to say the key passage from 
memory. Offer assistance as needed. 
SAY • Who is the head of the church? Yes, Jesus! Who is 

the body of the church? Those of us who love and 
worship Jesus make up the church. Jesus is our 
leader, and we follow Him.

Sing the key passage song, “The Church,” and the theme 
song, “One Foundation.”

Learn the big picture question
SAY • Our big picture question is, Why does the church 

exist? The church exists to glorify God. We are the 
church. God gets glory when we learn and remember 
what is true about Jesus, and then go out and tell 
others. Jesus died on the cross and rose again to save 
people from sin. That’s the good news of the gospel, 
and it never changes.

Missions moment
SAY • Churches around the world worship Jesus 

in their own styles and their own languages. In some 
places, worshiping God is not allowed, but believers 
are brave and still gather together to remember what 
is true about Jesus and worship Him. 

Play the missions video. Pray, thanking God for Christians 
who worship Jesus all over the world.

Pray and transition to experience the story

• Bible
• Key Passage Marker 
• Key Passage Poster
• “The Church 

(Colossians 1:18)” 
• “One Foundation” 

song

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• “Christian Worship 
Around the World” 
video
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EXPERIENCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Guarding the Truth
BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Corinthians 11
STORY POINT: Paul wanted people to remember what is true about Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: Colossians 1:18
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why does the church exist? The church exists to 

glorify God.

Sing “The B-I-B-L-E”
Lead preschoolers in singing “The B-I-B-L-E.” If you are 
unfamiliar with the tune or lyrics, look them up online 
before the session. 
SAY • Paul wanted people to remember what is true 

about Jesus. We can know what is true about Jesus 
by learning what the Bible says. The Bible is God’s 
Word, and everything God says in the Bible is true. 
The way we know if what someone says about Jesus 
is true or not is if the Bible says the same thing. 
God wants believers to follow Jesus and obey His 
teachings we learn in the Bible. 

Build a church building
Invite children to work together to build a church building 
with blocks. Consider showing preschoolers pictures of 
different church buildings as they work, include a picture of 
the building where your church gathers.
SAY • A lot of times when we think about church, we think 

about the church building. A church is more than 
a building. A church is a group of people who love 
and follow Jesus. Why does the church exist? The 
church exists to glorify God. The church grows, and 
God is glorified when the good news about Jesus 

• blocks 
• photos of church 

buildings (optional)
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spreads. We can keep the good new spreading by 
remembering what is true about Jesus and telling 
others. It will not be easy and some people will not 
want to hear the truth, but believers follow and obey 
Jesus no matter what.

Notice what is missing 
Gather several pictures of Jesus. You may use Bibles with 
pictures or Bible story picture posters from past sessions. 
Spread the pictures out where children can see them all. 
Talk briefly about what each picture shows. Cover the 
Bibles and pictures with a small blanket. Tell children to 
close their eyes while you remove one. Invite children to 
open their eyes. Lift the blanket. Ask children if they know 
which picture is missing. Replace the picture and play again 
removing a different picture.  
SAY • You remembered which pictures of Jesus were 

missing. What is even more important than 
remembering pictures about Jesus is remembering 
what is true about Jesus. The believers in Corinth 
started listening to teachers that told them things 
that were not true. Paul wanted people to 
remember what is true about Jesus. We can tell 
other people what we know about Jesus. God wants 
people to follow Jesus and obey Him.

Look at the Greek alphabet 
Set out a “Greek Alphabet Chart” for every two to four 
children. Place magnetic letters, alphabet tiles, or alphabet 
blocks beside each chart. Encourage preschoolers to look 
for letters that are similar to the letters on the chart. Explain 
that Paul’s letters were likely written in the Greek language. 

• pictures of Jesus
• small blanket

• “Greek Alphabet 
Chart” printable, 
1 for every 2 to 4 
children

• magnetic letters, 
alphabet tiles, or 
alphabet blocks
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Comment that some letters are very similar. Name the 
letters as the children play.
SAY • Paul wanted people to remember what is true 

about Jesus, so he wrote letters to remind them. Paul 
probably wrote his letters in Greek. We write and 
read in English. The magnets are our English letters. 
The poster is Greek. Do you see any letters that look 
a little alike? People all over the world speak different 
languages. Some people translate the Bible to many 
languages for people to read. People in different 
countries can learn from the Bible that Jesus wants us 
to turn away from our old way of living and live in a 
way that honors Him.

Play out a worship gathering
Ask preschoolers to tell you their favorite part of 

worship at your church. Offer suggestions such as singing, 
preaching, observing baptisms or the Lord’s Supper, prayer, 
or the offering. Set up chairs in rows or similar to the way 
your church sits for worship. Invite preschoolers to play 
out a worship gathering. Ask for volunteers to be greeters, 
ushers, worship leaders, and preachers. Encourage children 
with prompts of transitions that are typical in your church’s 
services: offering, stand and sing, sermon, and so forth. 
Consider playing songs your congregation typically sings.
SAY • Believers worship Jesus in different ways in different 

places. No church is exactly the same because the 
people in the church are all different, but we can be 
thankful for Christians around the world who are 
worshiping Jesus. He is the head of the church. Why 
does the church exist? The church exists to glorify 
God.

• Bible
• chairs 
• worship music 
• “The Church 

(Colossians 1:18)” 
song (optional) 

• “One Foundation” 
song (optional)
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Snack and review
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities. 
Wash hands and gather preschoolers for snack time. Pray, 
thanking God for the snack. 

Serve heart-shaped sandwiches for snack. If possible, 
allow children to choose their own sandwich filling, such 
as cheese, lunch meat, jelly or nut butter. Comment that 
hearts remind us of love. Paul told the people about Jesus 
because He loved them. Paul wanted people to remember 
what is true about Jesus. 

Show the Bible story picture as you ask the following 
questions. Retell parts of the Bible story as needed. 

1. Who told the people in Corinth about Jesus? (Paul) 
2. After Paul left Corinth, who started telling the 

people things that were not true? (new teachers)
3. Why were the new teachers sharing a message that 

was not true? (They did not love God and tried to keep 
the good news from spreading.)

4. Why did Paul do everything for God? (God had 
chosen him and changed his life.) 

5. Why does the church exist? The church exists to 
glorify God.

Transition 
When preschoolers finish their snack, they may color the 
Bible story coloring page, play a simple game to practice the 
key passage or big picture question, or sing along to the key 
passage or theme song.

If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell 
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well 
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture 
cards for families.

• countdown video 
(optional) 

• Allergy Alert
• paper cups and 

napkins 
• snack food
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• sliced loaf bread 

(optional) 
• heart-shaped cookie 

cutter (optional) 
• sandwich filling 

(optional) 
• plastic knives 

(optional) 

• Bible Story Coloring 
Page

• crayons 
• Key Passage Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• “The Church 

(Colossians 1:18)” 
song

• “One Foundation” 
song

• Big Picture Cards 
for Families: Babies, 
Toddlers, and 
Preschoolers
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