Unit 16 • Session 1

Use Week of:

Unit 16 • Session 1

The Fiery Furnace
BIBLE PASSAGE:
Daniel 3
STORY POINT: God saved
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego
from the fire.
KEY PASSAGE:
1 Thessalonians 5:17-18
BIG PICTURE QUESTION:
Why do we pray? We pray because we
trust God, and we know He hears us.

INTRODUCE THE STORY

TEACH THE STORY

EXPERIENCE THE STORY

(15–20 MINUTES)

(10–15 MINUTES)

(20–25 MINUTES)

PAGE 10

PAGE 12

PAGE 14

Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com.
For free training and session-by-session help, visit MinistryGrid.com/gospelproject.
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LEADER Bible Study
In 587 B.C., the Babylonians laid siege to Jerusalem, and God’s people
were exiled to Babylon where they would serve an enemy king for 70
years. (See Jer. 25:11.) Among the early exiles was a young man, Daniel,
and three of his friends. About 20 years after arriving in Babylon, the three
friends faced a test of their faith. King Nebuchadnezzar’s law gave them a
choice: worship a statue (against God’s law) or face death by fiery furnace.
(Dan. 3:6)

1

Three men from Judah—Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego—refused to
bow down and worship the statue. They loved and worshiped the one
true God. Only He was worthy of their worship. The Book of Daniel
says that the Chaldeans—a group of astrologers and dream interpreters
(see Dan. 2:2,4)—took this opportunity to go to the king and tell on
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. But not even the threat of death
could convince the three friends to renounce their loyalty to God.
As you teach, lead preschoolers to consider the possibilities: God could
keep the friends from being thrown into the furnace. Or, once in the
furnace, God could keep them from being harmed. Or if they perished,
God would receive them into heaven. The friends’ trust in God enabled
them to stand firm no matter what—even as they were tied up and thrown
into the fire.
Then something miraculous happened. Nebuchadnezzar saw four men in
the fire! They were walking around, unharmed! The Lord not only rescued
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, He was with them.
On the cross, people mocked Jesus: “He saved others, but he cannot save
himself!” (Mark 15:31). Jesus was not physically unable to save Himself.
He chose to do His Father’s will, and His love for sinners kept Him there.
Jesus chose not to save Himself so that He could save others.

Hope in Exile
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The BIBLE Story
The Fiery Furnace
Daniel 3
Nebuchadnezzar (NEB yoo kad NEZ uhr), the king of Babylon,
did not love God. One day, King Nebuchadnezzar made a tall statue
out of gold. The king’s official gave a new rule to all the people. He
said, “Whenever you hear the sound of music, fall to your
knees and worship this gold statue.” Then he
said, “Anyone who does not obey this
new rule will be thrown into a very
hot fire!”
So when the music played,
everyone in Babylon fell to their
knees and worshiped the gold
statue. Well, almost everyone.
Three men from Judah did
not fall to their knees and
worship the statue. They
worshiped God, and they
knew God did not want them
to worship anyone or anything
else. These men were Shadrach
(SHAD rak), Meshach (MEE
shak), and Abednego (uh BEDnih goh).
Some of the people told the king
that Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego
did not bow down to the statue. The king
was angry! He called for Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego and said, “If you do not fall to your knees and worship the
statue, I will throw you into a very hot fire!”
The three friends said, “King, we worship God. God can save us
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from the fire. But even if He does not save us, we will not Bible
Storytelling Tips
worship the gold statue.”
Now the king was very mad! He made the fire even hotter • Listen for it:
and told some of his soldiers to tie up the three friends Provide a red,
and throw them into the fire. Shadrach, Meshach, and orange, or yellow
streamer for each
Abednego fell into the fire, all tied up.
preschooler. Instruct
All of a sudden, the king stood up. “Didn’t we throw preschoolers to wave
their streamer every
three men into the fire?” he asked.
time they hear the
“Yes, King,” his helpers said.
word fire.
“Look!” the king shouted. “I see four men walking
around in the fire! They aren’t hurt or tied up! The fourth • Wear a costume:
Dress in Bible times
man looks like an angel!”
clothes and tell
Then the king said, “Shadrach, Meshach, Abednego— the story from the
servants of the Most High God! Come here!”
perspective of one
The friends came out of the fire. They were not burned of the three friends.
and did not smell like smoke. They had not been hurt at all! You may also recruit
three adults to act
God was with them, and He had saved them from the fire! out the roles.
The king praised God and made a new rule for all the
people. “Anyone who says anything bad about Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego’s God will be punished. Only
God can save people from death!” Then the king gave
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego important jobs in his
kingdom.
Christ Connection: God saved Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego from the fire. Jesus came to save us in an even better
way. Jesus died so we wouldn’t be punished for our sin. He was
punished instead. When we know and love Jesus, Jesus saves us so
we can be with God forever.

Hope in Exile
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INTRODUCE the Story
The Fiery Furnace
BIBLE PASSAGE: Daniel 3
STORY POINT: God saved Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego from the fire.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Thessalonians 5:17-18
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why do we pray? We pray because we trust God,
and we know He hears us.
SESSION TITLE:

Welcome time
• “Wherever I Go” song
• offering basket
• Allergy Alert
• favorite toys related
to the Bible story
theme

Play a theme song in the background as you greet
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures.
Set an offering basket near the door to collect at an
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a
few favorite theme-related toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
• “Who Worshiped
God?” activity page,
1 per child
• crayons or markers

Invite preschoolers to circle the men who are not bowing to
the gold statue then count them.
SAY • Today we will hear about a king who made a rule that
people must worship a gold statue. We will also hear
about three men who loved God. They chose to obey
God instead of the king. Listen to the Bible story to
learn their names.

Listen and fall down
Play upbeat music. Direct children to wiggle, jump, sing,
and dance while the music plays, but when the music stops,
• upbeat music
• “Pray Constantly”
they must collapse onto the floor. Play several rounds as
song (optional)
time allows.
• “Wherever I Go” song
SAY • In today’s Bible story, the king made a tall gold
(optional)
statue. He told the people to fall down and worship
the statue whenever they heard music play. Do you

10
© 2019 LifeWay

005804497_v6_PreschoolLeaderGuide.indb 10

Preschool Leader Guide
Unit 16 • Session 1

5/17/19 11:51 AM

think God wanted the people to worship a statue?
No, God wants people to worship and trust Him
only. Listen to the Bible story to hear about three
men who chose to worship God instead of the statue.

Drive rescue vehicles
Gather toy fire trucks, ambulances, and police cars. Tape
roads onto the floor. Add blocks and fire-colored tissue
paper. Invite preschoolers to play out responding to a fire
emergency. Talk about things a firefighter does to get people
out of burning buildings as children play.
SAY • Fire can be very dangerous. In today’s Bible story, the
king told Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego that if
they did not bow down to the gold statue he made,
they would be thrown into a furnace of fire. Listen
to the Bible story to hear how God saved Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego from the fire.

• toy rescue vehicles
(fire truck,
ambulance, police
car)
• tape
• blocks
• red, orange, yellow
tissue paper

Transition to teach the story
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them
to Bible study, show the countdown video, turn the lights
off and on, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to
copy. Dismiss children to Bible study by the color they are
wearing. Allow those wearing shirts that are the colors of
fire to move to the Bible study area first. Continue naming
colors until everyone has gathered together.

Hope in Exile

• countdown video
(optional)
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TEACH the Story
The Fiery Furnace
BIBLE PASSAGE: Daniel 3
STORY POINT: God saved Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego from the fire.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Thessalonians 5:17-18
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why do we pray? We pray because we trust God,
and we know He hears us.
SESSION TITLE:

Introduce the Bible story
• Bible
• bookmark
• Giant Timeline

d

Place a bookmark at Daniel 3 in your Bible. Invite a
preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
SAY • The Bible is the most important book there is. The
Bible is God’s Word, and God’s Word is true! Today’s
Bible story is from the Old Testament Book of Daniel.
Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline.
Remind children that all the stories in the Bible fit together
to tell an even bigger story. The Bible tells us the big story
of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

Watch or tell the Bible story
• Story Point Poster
• “The Fiery Furnace”
video (optional)
• Bible Story Picture
Poster

• Bible
• Key Passage Marker
• Key Passage Poster
• “Pray Constantly”
song
• “Wherever I Go” song

Show the video or tell the Bible story using the provided
storytelling tips. Use the bolded version of the Bible story
for young preschoolers.
SAY • How exciting that God saved Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego from the fire. God rescued them!
Because of our sin, we need someone to rescue us.
Jesus came to save us in an even better way. God sent
Jesus to take the punishment for our sin. Jesus saves
us so we can be with God forever.

Practice the key passage
Place the key passage marker at 1 Thessalonians 5:17-18.
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Invite a child to open your Bible to the key passage. Read
the key passage aloud. Create motions for preschoolers to
use as they say the key passage. Use the key passage song
video for inspiration
SAY • Our key passage tells us to give thanks in everything.
How thankful Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego
must have been that God kept them safe from the
fire! Even the king praised God for delivering them!
Sing the key passage song, “Pray Constantly,” and the theme
song, “Wherever I Go.”

Learn the big picture question
SAY

• Our big picture question asks, Why do we pray?
We pray because we trust God, and we know He
hears us. Praying is talking to God. We talk to God,
and He hears us. Praying is a way we worship God.
The three friends chose to worship God instead of
the statue. Even when they were told they would be
thrown into the fire, they trusted God and He saved
them.

• Big Picture Question
Poster

Missions moment
• “Ukegbu Family
Show the picture of the Ukegbu (yoo-KAY-boo)
Photo” printable
family. Read each family member’s name while pointing to
him or her. Ask children to repeat the names back to you.
SAY • The Ukegbus are a missionary family. They moved to
a new city so that they could tell people there about
Jesus. Their kids are close to your ages! Serenity,
Joelle, and Noah went with their parents to Miami
because that is where God wanted their family to go.

Pray and transition to experience the story

Hope in Exile
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EXPERIENCE The Story
The Fiery Furnace
BIBLE PASSAGE: Daniel 3
STORY POINT: God saved Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego from the fire.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Thessalonians 5:17-18
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why do we pray? We pray because we trust God,
and we know He hears us.
SESSION TITLE:
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Build a furnace with blocks
• blocks
• red, orange, and
yellow construction
paper
• people figures, 4
(optional)

• “Prayer Prompts”
printable, 1 copy for
every 2 children
• blunt-tipped scissors
• scissors (adult use)
(optional)
• index cards
• markers
• glue sticks
• hole punch
• metal loose-leaf
binder rings

Invite preschoolers to work together to build a furnace
with blocks. Encourage them to rip pieces of red, orange,
and yellow construction paper to place in the furnace to
represent fire. Consider providing four people figures for
preschoolers to play out the Bible story.
SAY • When the king looked in the fiery furnace, he did
not just see Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. He
saw a fourth person in the fire with them. The fourth
person looked like an angel. God saved Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego from the fire. They were
not burned and did not even smell like smoke. Jesus
came to save us in an even better way. Jesus died
so we wouldn’t be punished for our sin. He was
punished instead. When we know and love Jesus,
Jesus saves us so we can be with God forever.

Make a prayer flip book
Print a “Prayer Prompts” printable for every two children.
Invite preschoolers to cut out the prompts. Cut out the
prompts for younger preschoolers. Make sure each child has
eight prompts. Show a child how to glue the prayer prompt
picture to an index card. Punch a hole in the upper lefthand corner of the card. Form a flip book by binding cards
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together with rings. Provide additional index cards and
suggest a child draw other things he can talk to God about.
Voice simple prayers with children as they create.
SAY • What can you ask God to help you with? Can you
think of something to thank God for? Why do we
pray? We pray because we trust God and we know
He hears us. Let’s pray and thank God that, when we
know and love Jesus, He saves us so we can be with
God forever.

Paint with fire colors
Suggest a child draw the three friends and the fourth man
onto construction paper. Squirt red, orange, and yellow
paint onto foam plates. Put on smocks and roll up sleeves.
Provide plastic forks for children to use as brushes. Show
a child how to dip the fork into the paint and brush it on
the paper to create flames. Point out the friends in the fire
painting as she works.
SAY • Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego would not
disobey God by bowing down and worshiping the
gold statue. They believed that God could save them,
but even if He didn’t, they would not worship the
statue. When they were put in the furnace, God
saved Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego from the
fire. The king even noticed that there was a fourth
person with the men in the fire that looked like an
angel. The Bible says that when we sin, we should be
punished, but we don’t have to be because Jesus came
to be punished instead. Jesus came to be with us. He
saves us so we can be with God forever.

Hope in Exile

• construction paper
• markers
• red, orange, and
yellow washable
paint
• plastic forks
• foam plates
• smocks
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Bake and taste a snack
• Allergy Alert
• hand sanitizer
• foil
• graham crackers
• mini-chocolate chips
• mini-marshmallows
• bear-shaped crackers
• toaster oven
• paper plates

d

Wash or sanitize hands. Tear foil into 8-inch squares. Lead
a child to place a graham cracker square in the center.
Top it with mini-chocolate chips and marshmallows. Lay
bear-shaped crackers on top. Carefully toast in 350-degree
Fahrenheit toaster oven until marshmallows are browned.
Remove and transfer the cooled snack to a child’s plate.
SAY • The oven’s heat melted the chocolate and
cooked the marshmallows, but look at the bearshaped crackers—they haven’t burned. When
Nebuchadnezzar looked inside the furnace, he saw
four men walking around in the fire. The king knew
he only put the three friends in the furnace and God
saved Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego from the
fire. The king thought the fourth man looked like an
angel. God sent the fourth person to be with them.
God sent Jesus to save us so we wouldn’t be punished
for our sin; Jesus was punished instead.

Play a board game
• preschool-friendly
board games

Set out preschool-friendly board games. Invite a
group of children to play as they show interest.
SAY • The Ukegbu (yoo-KAY-boo) family in Miami,
Florida loves to play board games. It’s a fun way to
spend time together, and they can also invite people
over to play with them. They tell their friends in
Miami that God loves them very much. You can play
games with your friends, too. When you are playing,
you can tell your friends that God cares for us and
sent Jesus to save us so we can be with Him forever.
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Snack and review
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities.
Wash hands and gather preschoolers for snack time. Pray,
thanking God for the snack.
Serve puffed cheese-flavored snacks or the snack children
made during Experience the Story. Talk about how the
snack reminds you that God saved Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego from the fire.
Show the Bible story picture as you ask the following
questions. Retell parts of the Bible story as needed.
1. What did King Nebuchadnezzar tell the people to do
whenever they heard music? (worship a gold statue)
2. What would happen to anyone who did not worship
the statue? (They would be thrown into a very hot fire.)
3. Did Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego obey the
king? (No, they worshiped only God.)
4. What happened to Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego in the fire? (Nothing, they were neither hurt
nor smelled like smoke. God kept them safe.)
5. How many men did the king see in the fire? (four)
6. Why do we pray? We pray because we trust God,
and we know He hears us.

Transition
When preschoolers finish their snack, they may color the
Bible story coloring page, play a simple game to practice the
key passage or big picture question, or sing along to the key
passage or theme song.
If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture
cards for families.

Hope in Exile

• countdown video
(optional)
• Allergy Alert
• paper cups and
napkins
• snack food
• Bible Story Picture
Poster
• Big Picture Question
Poster
• puffed cheeseflavored snack
(optional)

• Bible Story Coloring
Page
• crayons
• Key Passage Poster
• Big Picture Question
Poster
• “Pray Constantly”
song
• “Wherever I Go” song
• Big Picture Cards
for Families: Babies,
Toddlers, and
Preschoolers
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