
Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-
session help, visit MinistryGrid.com/gospelproject.

Use Week of:

INTRODUCE THE STORY
(15–20 MINUTES)
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TEACH THE STORY
(10–15 MINUTES)
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EXPERIENCE THE STORY 
(20–25 MINUTES)
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BIBLE PASSAGE: 
2 Samuel 6–7

STORY POINT: God promised 
that every king of Israel would 

come from David’s family.

KEY PASSAGE: 
Psalm 145:13a

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
How is Jesus the perfect King? Jesus 

perfectly rules over everything.
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God’s Covenant 

with David
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LEADER Bible Study
The path to Israel’s throne was not easy for David. Saul had tried 
multiple times to kill him, and David had to flee for his life, leaving 
behind his good friend Jonathan. But God had appointed David to be 
king, and God was faithful. Leading up to 2 Samuel 7, Jonathan was 
killed in battle against the Philistines. Saul fell on his own sword, and 
David became the king of Israel.

David moved the ark of God to Jerusalem—a cause for joyous 
celebration—and settled into his palace there. God blessed David and 
gave him peace from his enemies. But when David looked around, 
something didn’t seem right. He was living in a majestic palace while the 
ark of God was in a tent! David determined to build God a temple. That 
night, God gave the prophet, Nathan, a message for David. “Have I ever 
asked you to build Me a house?” God said. No, for four hundred years—
since God brought the Israelites out of Egypt—He had dwelled in a tent.

David had been a shepherd, but God made him a king! God promised to 
give the Israelites a place to stay so they wouldn’t need to move around 
anymore. God promised to give His people rest from their enemies so 
they could stop fighting. Though God denied David’s desire to build 
God a house, God promised to make a house for David: a dynasty of his 
descendants and an everlasting kingdom.

As you teach preschoolers about God’s covenant to David, emphasize that 
God promised David that every future king of Israel would come from 
David’s family, and David’s kingdom would last forever. God kept His 
promise by sending His Son, Jesus, as one of David’s descendants. Jesus is 
our King who will never die; He will rule over God’s people forever.
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The BIBLE Story

God’s Covenant with David
2 Samuel 6–7

King Saul had died, and God chose David to be the next king of 
Israel. God gave His people a time of peace. David lived in a beautiful 
palace in the city of Jerusalem.

One day, David was talking with Nathan the prophet. 
“I live in a nice palace,” David said, “but the 

ark of God sits inside a tent!”
Nathan said, “God is with you. 
Do what you want!” But God did 

not want David to do whatever 
he wanted. That night, God 
talked to Nathan. This is 
what God wanted Nathan to 
say to David: 

“David, are you going to 
build a house for Me to live 
in? I brought My people out 
of Egypt. I gave them leaders 
to guide them. The whole time 

I have been with them, My 
house has been a tent. Did I ever 

ask anyone to build a temple for 
Me?
“You used to be a shepherd, but 

I made you a king. I helped you win 
battles, and My people now live in their own 

land. There is no more fighting. When you die, one 
of your sons will be king. He will be a strong king. He will build a 
house for Me. I will love him, and I will never leave him. When your 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Storytelling 
motions: Tell 
children anytime they 
hear the word build 
in today’s Bible story, 
they should alternate 
stacking fists. Tell 
children anytime they 
hear the words palace 
or house, they should 
hold their arms above 
their heads and touch 
their fingers together 
to make a roof. 
Practice the motions 
a few times before 
telling the Bible story.

• Vary your voice: 
Use different voices 
for David and Nathan. 
Use a deep, booming 
voice for the voice 
of God.
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God’s Covenant with David
2 Samuel 6–7

King Saul had died, and God chose David to be the next king of 
Israel. God gave His people a time of peace. David lived in a beautiful 
palace in the city of Jerusalem.

One day, David was talking with Nathan the prophet. 
“I live in a nice palace,” David said, “but the 

ark of God sits inside a tent!”
Nathan said, “God is with you. 
Do what you want!” But God did 

not want David to do whatever 
he wanted. That night, God 
talked to Nathan. This is 
what God wanted Nathan to 
say to David: 

“David, are you going to 
build a house for Me to live 
in? I brought My people out 
of Egypt. I gave them leaders 
to guide them. The whole time 

I have been with them, My 
house has been a tent. Did I ever 

ask anyone to build a temple for 
Me?
“You used to be a shepherd, but 

I made you a king. I helped you win 
battles, and My people now live in their own 

land. There is no more fighting. When you die, one 
of your sons will be king. He will be a strong king. He will build a 
house for Me. I will love him, and I will never leave him. When your 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Storytelling 
motions: Tell 
children anytime they 
hear the word build 
in today’s Bible story, 
they should alternate 
stacking fists. Tell 
children anytime they 
hear the words palace 
or house, they should 
hold their arms above 
their heads and touch 
their fingers together 
to make a roof. 
Practice the motions 
a few times before 
telling the Bible story.

• Vary your voice: 
Use different voices 
for David and Nathan. 
Use a deep, booming 
voice for the voice 
of God.

son dies, his son will be king. The king will always be 
someone in your family.” 

Nathan told David everything God said. Even though 
David wanted to build a temple for God, David listened 
to God and obeyed Him. David prayed: “God, I do not 
deserve anything You have done for me, and You promise to 
do so much more! You are so great! There is no one like 
You! You chose the Israelites to be Your own people. You 
rescued them from slavery in Egypt. God, please keep Your 
promises to me and my family. I am sure You will keep 
Your promises because You always do.”

Christ Connection: God promised David that every king of 
Israel would come from David’s family. God kept His promise. 
God sent His Son, Jesus, as part of David’s family. Jesus is our 
King. Jesus is alive, and He will be King over God’s people 
forever.
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: God’s Covenant with David
BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Samuel 6–7
STORY POINT: God promised that every king of Israel would come from 

David’s family.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 145:13a
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How is Jesus the perfect King? Jesus perfectly rules 

over everything.

Welcome time
Play a theme song in the background as you greet 
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures. 
Set an offering basket near the door to collect at an 
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a 
few favorite theme-related toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
Invite preschoolers to draw a line connecting the animal on 
the left with its home on the right.
SAY • Good job deciding which home belongs to each 

animal. In today’s Bible story, David had finally 
become the king of Israel. David was living in a 
beautiful palace in the city of Jerusalem. David 
wanted to build Someone a house—God! Listen to 
what God said to David in our Bible story. 

Build a palace
Ask preschoolers what kind of houses very important 
people, like kings, live in. Invite preschoolers to use blocks 
to build a palace. Guide preschoolers to imagine they are 
kings and queens and tell you the kind of palace in which 
they would want to live.

• “Crown Him With 
Many Crowns” song

• offering basket 
• Allergy Alert
• favorite toys related 

to the Bible story 
theme

• “Find the Home” 
activity page, 1 per 
child

• crayons or markers

• blocks
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SAY • Kings and queens live in large houses called palaces. 
In today’s story, King David realized that his palace 
was “nicer” than the place where God’s people went 
to worship God. We’ll find out what happened next 
in our Bible story.

Dress like royalty
Provide toy or paper crowns, robes, and fancy dresses. Invite 
preschoolers to dress like kings and queens. Set out a chair. 
Encourage preschoolers to pretend the chair is a throne. 
Allow preschoolers to take turns sitting on the throne. 
Ask each preschooler to describe what his or her palace 
would look like as he or she is sitting on the throne. Before 
inviting the next preschooler to sit on the throne, lead 
the rest of the preschoolers to bow down to this “king” or 
“queen.” 
SAY • Your palaces sound like great places to live! King 

David also lived in a great palace, and he wanted to 
build an even better palace for God! Do you think 
he built God a palace? We’ll find out soon in today’s 
Bible story!  

Transition to tell the story
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them 
to Bible study, show the countdown video, turn the lights 
off and on, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy. 
Invite preschoolers to walk with their heads held high like a 
king or queen might walk as they move to Bible study.

• toy or paper crowns 
• robes
• fancy dresses

• countdown video 
(optional)
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TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: God’s Covenant with David
BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Samuel 6–7
STORY POINT: God promised that every king of Israel would come from 

David’s family.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 145:13a
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How is Jesus the perfect King? Jesus perfectly rules 

over everything.

Introduce the Bible story
Place a bookmark at 2 Samuel 6 in your Bible. Invite a
preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
SAY • The Bible is a book of God’s words to us. Because 

God always says what is true, every story in the Bible 
is true. Today’s story is from 2 Samuel in the Old 
Testament part of the Bible.

Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline. 
Remind children that all the stories in the Bible fit together 
to tell an even bigger story. The Bible tells us the big story of 
how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus. 

Watch or tell the Bible story
Show the video or tell the Bible story using the provided 
storytelling tips. Use the bolded version of the Bible story 
for young preschoolers.
SAY • God does not need people to do anything for Him. 

He has everything He needs! God gives people good 
gifts, and He does not need us to give Him anything 
in return. David wanted to build a temple for God; 
instead God gave David a promise. God promised 
that every king of Israel would come from David’s 
family. The perfect King, Jesus, also was a member 
of David’s family. King Jesus is still King today!

• Bible 
• bookmark
• Giant Timeline

• Story Point Poster
• “God’s Covenant 

with David” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster
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Practice the key passage
Place the key passage marker at Psalm 145:13. Invite a child 
to open your Bible to the key passage. Read the key passage. 
Invite the adults in the room to say the passage with 
you. Then invite the children to do the same. See which 
generation can say the key passage loudest. 
SAY • A generation is a group of people who were born 

around the same time. Our key passage says that 
God rules over all generations. That means that God 
rules over every person who has ever lived and ever 
will live. That is a long time! In fact, that is forever!

Sing the key passage song, “Everlasting Kingdom,” and the 
theme song, “Crown Him With Many Crowns.”

Learn the big picture question
SAY • Our big picture question is, How is Jesus the perfect 

King? Jesus perfectly rules over everything. God 
promised that every king of Israel would come 
from David’s family. The perfect King, Jesus, came 
from David’s family. He is King over everything, and 
will perfectly rule over God’s people forever. 

Missions moment
SAY • Most people in Mozambique do not know 

Jesus is King, so Brian Harrell uses a boat to take the 
gospel to them. He named his boat “Hope” because 
he wants to bring the hope of Jesus to this people.

Display the “Dhow Picture.” Explain that a dhow (DOW) is 
a traditional sailing boat in Mozambique.

Pray and transition to experience the story

• Key Passage Marker 
• Key Passage Poster
• “Everlasting 

Kingdom” song
• “Crown Him With 

Many Crowns” song

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• “Dhow Picture” 
printable
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EXPERIENCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: God’s Covenant with David
BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Samuel 6–7
STORY POINT: God promised that every king of Israel would come from 

David’s family.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 145:13a
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How is Jesus the perfect King? Jesus perfectly rules 

over everything.

Draw your family
Provide paper and crayons or markers. Guide children to 
draw their families. Consider assisting younger preschoolers 
by asking about their family makeup and drawing stick-
figure representations of each of their family members. 
Younger preschoolers can decorate the stick figures.
SAY • God gave each of us a family. God gave David a 

family, too. God promised that every king of 
Israel would come from David’s family. David’s 
family was a very important family! One day much 
later, Jesus was born into David’s family. Jesus is the 
perfect King who rules forever!

Pass the crown
Lead preschoolers to sit in a circle. Give a preschooler a 
crown. Play music. Guide preschoolers to pass the crown 
around the circle while music plays. When the music stops, 
the preschooler holding the crown gets to ask the group the 
big picture question. Provide assistance as needed. Lead the 
rest of the group to respond with the big picture answer. 
SAY • God promised that every king of Israel would 

come from David’s family. When David was 
finished being king, he would give the crown to his 
son. When that son finished being king, then he 

• paper
• crayons or markers

Tip: Be sensitive to 
family situations. 

• toy or paper crowns
• “Everlasting 

Kingdom” song 
(optional)

• “Crown Him With 
Many Crowns” song 
(optional)
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would give the crown to his son. Every king of Israel 
was from David’s family, including the perfect King, 
King Jesus. How is Jesus the perfect King? Jesus 
perfectly rules over everything.

Compare books
Gather several different Bibles and display them in a special 
place. Gather other books and display them nearby the 
Bibles. Invite preschoolers to explore all the different books, 
looking at the pictures and words. Ask preschoolers if they 
know why the Bibles are set apart in a different area.
SAY • In today’s Bible story, a prophet named Nathan heard 

a message from God. He shared that message with 
King David. The message was that God promised 
that every king of Israel would come from David’s 
family. We can hear from God today, too. These 
books that are set apart are all different versions of 
the same book: the Bible. The Bible is a special book 
because it contains God’s Word to us. We can hear 
from God anytime we want to simply by reading the 
Bible.

Match homes
Print and cut apart the “Homes” cards. Lay the cards 
faceup in a grid. Invite preschoolers to take turns matching 
each home to the person or animal who would live there. 
When preschoolers have mastered finding the matches, 
turn the cards facedown. Allow preschoolers to take turns 
turning over two cards at a time to find a match. If a match 
is found, keep the cards faceup. Play until children have 
revealed all the matches. Mix up the cards and play again. 
SAY • There are a lot of different types of homes, aren’t 

• books
• Bibles

• “Homes” printable
• scissors (adult use) 
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there? While kings usually live in palaces, the perfect 
King, Jesus, did not. When Jesus came to earth, 
He lived as a carpenter. Now Jesus lives somewhere 
much greater than a palace. He lives with God in 
heaven. When Jesus returns to earth, we will get 
to live with Him forever on the new earth! How is 
Jesus the perfect King? Jesus perfectly rules over 
everything.

Race sailboats
Cut off a six-inch segment from a foam pool 

noodle. Cut the segment in half length-wise. Cut two 
triangles from craft foam sheets to create sails. Label the 
sails 1 and 2. Punch holes at the bottom-center and the top-
center of the sails. Thread plastic straws through each sail. 
Use the tip of a pair of scissors to create a hole in the middle 
of the upturned noodle halves. Insert a sail in each half. 

Set a plastic tub on a towel-covered table. Fill the tub 
with a few inches of water. Give two preschoolers straws. 
Invite them to stand at one end of the tub. Set the boats 
in the water. Instruct them to blow through the straws to 
make their boat move to the other side of the tub when you 
say go. Discard straws and give a new pair of preschoolers 
straws to play again.  
SAY • Brian Harrell, the missionary in Mozambique we 

have been learning about, often uses a boat to get to 
people living along the coast. He wants to share the 
gospel with as many people as he can. While it is not 
a race, the Harrell family knows telling others about 
Jesus is the most important job. All people need to 
hear that Jesus is King. 

• foam pool noodle
• craft knife or 

serrated knife (adult 
use)

• foam craft sheets
• scissors (adult use) 
• permanent marker 

(adult use) 
• hole punch 
• plastic straws

Option: If your 
group is large, 
prepare additional 
boats and tubs of 
water. 
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Snack and review
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities. 
Wash hands and gather preschoolers for snack time. Pray, 
thanking God for the snack. 

Serve cheese cubes for snack. Invite children to stack 
their cubes to build a “palace.” Talk about how David 
wanted to build a house for God like his palace. God said 
He did not need a palace; instead God promised that every 
king of Israel would come from David’s family. Jesus, the 
perfect, forever King came from David’s family. 

Show the Bible story picture as you ask the following 
questions. Retell parts of the Bible story as needed. 

1. Where did David live? (in a beautiful palace) 
2. Where was the ark of God? (in the tabernacle, a tent)
3. Did God want David to build Him a house? (no)
4. What did God promise David? (God promised that 

every king of Israel would come from David’s 
family.)

5. How often does God keep His promises? (God always 
keeps His promises.) 

6. How is Jesus the perfect King? Jesus perfectly rules 
over everything.

Transition 
When preschoolers finish their snack, they may color the 
Bible story coloring page, play a simple game to practice the 
key passage or big picture question, or sing along to the key 
passage or theme song.

If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell 
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well 
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture 
cards for families.

• countdown video 
(optional) 

• Allergy Alert
• paper cups and 

napkins 
• snack food
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• cheese cubes 

(optional)

• Bible Story Coloring 
Page

• crayons 
• Key Passage Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• “Everlasting 

Kingdom” song
• “Crown Him With 

Many Crowns” song
• Big Picture Cards 

for Families: Babies, 
Toddlers, and 
Preschoolers
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