Use Week of:

Unit 10 • Session 3

Israel’s First King
BIBLE PASSAGE:
1 Samuel 8–15
STORY POINT: God’s people
wanted a king.
KEY PASSAGE:
Jeremiah 10:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION:
Is anything greater than God? No, God
is greater than everything.

INTRODUCE THE STORY

TEACH THE STORY

EXPERIENCE THE STORY

(15–20 MINUTES)

(10–15 MINUTES)

(20–25 MINUTES)
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Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. For free training and session-bysession help, visit MinistryGrid.com/gospelproject.
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LEADER Bible Study
Today’s Bible story picks up more than 20 years after the Philistines
returned the ark of God to the Israelites. During that time, Israel began
to seek God again, and Samuel led them to remove their foreign gods and
worship God only.
Samuel had judged Israel throughout his lifetime, but he was getting old.
So Samuel made his sons, Joel and Abijah, judges over Israel. But like
many sons before them, Joel and Abijah did not follow the example of
their father. They disobeyed God and caused problems for Israel. The
elders of Israel spoke to Samuel about his sons and demanded a king. All
the other nations around them had kings, they pointed out. Samuel knew
their desire to imitate the nations around them was sinful, and he prayed
to God.
“Give them what they want,” God said. “They have not rejected you;
they have rejected Me as their King.” Samuel explained to the Israelites
what rights a king would have over them; he warned them that when they
regretted asking for a king—and they would regret it—God would not
help them.
The people insisted on having a king, so God chose a man named Saul to
be the king. By all appearances, Saul was a good king. He was handsome,
taller than most people, and God had blessed him. But Saul failed to obey
God. First, Saul sinned by burning offerings in Samuel’s absence. Later,
when the Israelites defeated the Amalekites, Saul did not follow God’s
instructions for destroying everything. The Lord regretted making Saul
king.
As you teach, guide preschoolers to understand that Saul was not the
king the people needed. All earthly kings are imperfect. But we can see
how those kings point us to the perfect King, Jesus, who followed His
Father’s instructions without fail. Thank God for sending us the King we
needed—a King who loved us enough to give His life for our salvation.
Samuel and King Saul
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The BIBLE Story
Israel’s First King
1 Samuel 8–15
Samuel was a judge in Israel. One day, God’s people said, “The
people around us have a king. We want a king too!”
Samuel was not sure what to do, so he prayed. God said, “Give
the people a king, but warn them what an earthly king
can do.”
A king could make their sons serve
in the army. A king could make their
daughters work for him, or he could
take away their land and servants.
Still the Israelites didn’t care.
“Give us a king!” they said.
God chose a man named
Saul to be king. Samuel
anointed Saul with oil, and the
Spirit of God was with Saul.
When the time came for
the Israelites to meet their new
king, Saul was missing! The
people found Saul hiding. Saul
stood among all the people and
they said, “Long live the king!”
But Saul was not a good king. He
did not obey God. One day, Saul took
an army to fight the Philistines. But the
Philistines had more chariots, more horses,
and more soldiers. Saul wanted to ask God for help.
Maybe if he made an offering to God, they would win the battle.
But that was not a good idea. Only the priests were allowed to give
offerings to God. Saul waited for Samuel to come, but Saul’s soldiers
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started to leave. Saul decided to make an offering to God
himself.
Then Samuel arrived. “What have you done?” Samuel
asked. “You have disobeyed God. You will not be king
much longer.”
Some time later, the Israelites won a battle against the
Amalekites (uh MAL uh kights). God told Saul to destroy
everything, but Saul did not obey. He only destroyed
things he didn’t want.
God told Samuel, “I am sorry that I made Saul king
because he does not obey Me.”
Saul argued with Samuel. “I did obey God!” he said. “I
just saved the best animals to sacrifice to the Lord.”
“Does God care more about obedience or sacrifices?”
Samuel asked. “You rejected His instruction, so God has
rejected you as king.”
Saul admitted his sin and asked for forgiveness. Samuel
said, “God is going to make someone else king.”

Bible
Storytelling Tips
• Wear a hand
crown: Show
preschoolers how to
cup their hands and
rest them on top of
their head to act as
a crown. Practice the
motion a few times.
Tell preschoolers to
put on a hand crown
anytime they hear
the word king in the
Bible story.
• Tell a monologue:
Invite a man to dress
in Bible times clothing
and tell the Bible
story as a monologue
from the perspective
of Samuel.

Christ Connection: God planned for a heavenly king to rule
over His people, but the Israelites wanted an earthly king like the
people around them. God made Saul king, but King Saul did not
obey God. God sent His Son, Jesus, to be king over everything.
King Jesus obeyed God perfectly and died so we can be forgiven.

Samuel and King Saul
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INTRODUCE the Story
Israel’s First King
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Samuel 8–15
STORY POINT: God’s people wanted a king.
KEY PASSAGE: Jeremiah 10:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Is anything greater than God? No, God is greater
than everything.
SESSION TITLE:

Welcome time
• “Greater Than
Anything” song
• offering basket
• Allergy Alert
• favorite toys related
to the Bible story
theme

Play a theme song in the background as you greet
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures.
Set an offering basket near the door to collect at an
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a
few favorite theme-related toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
• “A King for Israel”
activity page, 1 per
child
• crayons or markers

Give each child an activity page and a crayon or marker.
Read the questions aloud. Guide boys and girls to look at
the choices pictured and circle the best answer.
SAY • God had always loved and cared for His people,
the Israelites. They began to notice that the people
around them had kings to lead them. They told
Samuel they wanted a king too. This was not a
good idea. Listen to today’s Bible story to hear what
happened when God gave His people what they
wanted.

Play a copy cat game
Explain to preschoolers that you will perform actions and
they should imitate or copy what you do. Perform one
movement at a time that you know all the preschoolers in
the room are capable of doing. Movements may include
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clapping hands, tapping toes, jumping, kicking, and
spinning. Consider allowing preschoolers to take turns
leading the group to copy their actions.
SAY • Copying someone else’s actions makes for a fun
game, but sometimes copying others’ actions is not a
good idea, especially when they are doing something
wrong. In today’s Bible story, God’s people wanted to
copy the nations around them who had kings. God’s
people decided they wanted a king. This was not
a good idea because God was their King. Listen to
what happened.

Examine oil
Post an allergy alert. Pour several oils into individual bowls
on a towel. Invite preschoolers to dip one finger into each
bowl. Guide preschoolers to examine the oils by rubbing
the oil on their fingers and smelling the oil. Ask them how
the oil feels on their skin. Wipe hands when finished.
SAY • In today’s Bible story, Samuel anointed a man named
Saul with oil. To anoint someone means to pour oil
on him to show he is being set apart for a special
purpose. Listen for the special purpose God had for
Saul.

• Allergy Alert
• baby, mineral, olive,
coconut, avocado,
vegetable, or
canola oil
• bowls
• towel
• smocks
• wipes for cleanup

Transition to tell the story
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them
• countdown video
(optional)
to Bible study, show the countdown video, turn the lights
off and on, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy.
Invite preschoolers to walk like kings and queens to the
Bible study area.

Samuel and King Saul
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TEACH the Story
Israel’s First King
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Samuel 8–15
STORY POINT: God’s people wanted a king.
KEY PASSAGE: Jeremiah 10:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Is anything greater than God? No, God is greater
than everything.
SESSION TITLE:

Introduce the Bible story
• Bible
• bookmark
• Giant Timeline

Place a bookmark at 1 Samuel 8 in your Bible. Invite a
preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
SAY • The Bible is God’s Word. Let’s look in God’s Word
at the Book of 1 Samuel and hear a story that really
happened. Remember how God gave Hannah a baby
boy and she named him Samuel? In today’s Bible story,
Samuel was an old man. He had served God all his life
and helped the people to know God’s plan.
Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline.
Remind children that all the stories in the Bible fit together
to tell an even bigger story. The Bible tells us the big story of
how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

Watch or tell the Bible story
• Story Point Poster
• “Israel’s First King”
video (optional)
• Bible Story Picture
Poster
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Show the video or tell the Bible story using the provided
storytelling tips. Use the bolded version of the Bible story
for young preschoolers.
SAY • Sometimes we want things that are not good for us.
God’s people wanted a king, so God gave them
Saul. Was Saul a good king? No, Saul disobeyed
God. Later, God would send His Son, Jesus, to be
king over everything. Jesus is our perfect King. Jesus
obeyed God perfectly and died so we can be forgiven.
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Practice the key passage
Place the key passage marker at Jeremiah 10:6. Invite a child
to open your Bible to the key passage. Read the key passage
aloud. Gather boys and girls in a circle. Guide children
to say a word from the key passage as they pass a toy farm
animal around the circle. Say the verse a few times.
SAY • God planned for a heavenly King to rule over His
people. Only God is great enough to be the King of
His people. There is no one like Him.
Sing the key passage song, “You Are Great,” and the theme
song, “Greater Than Anything.”

• toy farm animal
• Key Passage Marker
• Key Passage Poster
• “You Are Great” song
• “Greater Than
Anything” song

Learn the big picture question
SAY

• Our big picture question asks, Is anything greater
• Big Picture Question
than God? No, God is greater than everything. God Poster
sent His own Son, Jesus, to be king over everything.
King Jesus is the great King who obeyed His Father
perfectly and died so we can be forgiven.

Missions moment
• Today’s Bible story reminds us that there is
no one like God! Missionaries and Christians use
storying—sharing pictures and telling stories from
the Bible—to help people learn about King Jesus.
Display the “Storying Cloth Picture.”
SAY • Missionaries in the Amazon Jungle might use a
storying cloth like this one as they tell stories from
the Bible. We can share stories from the Bible with
others too! When you get home, practice by sharing
today’s Bible story with a family member.
SAY

• “Storying Cloth
Picture” printable

Pray and transition to experience the story

Samuel and King Saul
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EXPERIENCE the Story
Israel’s First King
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Samuel 8–15
STORY POINT: God’s people wanted a king.
KEY PASSAGE: Jeremiah 10:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Is anything greater than God? No, God is greater
than everything.
SESSION TITLE:

Guess the king/queen
Form a circle. Choose a child to stand in the middle of
the circle and close her eyes. Silently point to another
child in the circle who will be the king. Then everyone
in the circle will say, “We have a king!” The child in the
middle may open her eyes and guess who is the king. After
three unsuccessful guesses, reveal the king and play again,
choosing a new king and guesser in each round.
SAY • God’s people wanted a king. God planned for
a heavenly king to rule over His people, but the
Israelites wanted an earthly king like the people
around them. God made Saul king, but King Saul
did not obey God. God sent His Son, Jesus, to
be king over everything. King Jesus obeyed God
perfectly and died so we can be forgiven.

Play “The King Says”
Play “Simon Says,” but instead of Simon say the king. Direct
preschoolers to do any action you begin with “The king
says.” Preschoolers should ignore any action that does not
begin with “The king says.” Gently correct preschoolers’
mistakes and allow them to continue to play. Let children
take turns being the king. Play as time allows.
SAY • Samuel warned the Israelites that a king could make
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them do whatever he wanted, but God’s people
wanted a king still. Only one king is perfect and will
always lead us to do what is right and good. That
king is Jesus. King Jesus leads us to obey for God’s
glory and our good!

Fold paper and ask questions
Provide various sized pieces of decorative paper. Encourage • decorative scrapbook
paper, various sizes
boys and girls to have fun folding paper. Give a child with
• “Finger Origami”
the freedom to fold paper in any way he chooses.
printable
Print and assemble the “Finger Origami” device. Show
• Bible
the device to a child and identify the four initial images
Option: Consider
pictured. Invite a child to select one. Spell the selected
assembling a
image, moving the device back and forth with each letter.
“Finger Origami”
Show the new choices and ask another child to make a
device for each
preschooler to take
selection. Continue moving the device back and forth each
home and practice
time a new word is chosen. Finally, open the origami and
using in class.
read the inner instructions aloud. Use the Bible to find
Suggest parents
play the game with
1 Samuel or the key passage. Retell parts of the story as a
their child to review
new word is selected.
the Bible story.
SAY • This is the word hide. When it was time for the
people to meet their new king, Saul was hiding. Look
at the word offering. Only the priests could make a
sacrifice to God, but Saul didn’t want to wait so he
made the offering himself. God’s people wanted a
king, but God planned to be His people’s King to
rule over them. Is anything greater than God? No,
God is greater than everything.

Sort animals
Set out a variety of toy animals and large bowls or bins.
Identify animals as children play. Suggest a child sort

Samuel and King Saul

• toy animals (plastic,
cut from paper,
stuffed, and so
forth)
• large bowls or bins
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the animals in various ways. Gather all the furry animals
together or sort by size. Group animals that live in the
ocean or on a farm. Point out sheep, goats, and cattle.
Mention that these were the animals Saul said he saved to
offer to the Lord.
SAY • God’s people wanted a king, but Saul was not a
good king. He disobeyed God. Saul said he saved
the Amalekites’ best animals to offer to the Lord, but
God had said to destroy everything. God cares more
that we obey Him rather than offer Him sacrifices.
Jesus obeyed God perfectly and offered Himself as
a sacrifice so we can be forgiven. Jesus is King over
everything!

Build a jungle scene
• “Jungle Scene”
printable, 1 per child
• jungle animal stickers
• magazines (optional)
• blunt-tipped scissors
(optional)
• glue sticks (optional)
Option: Provide
animal crackers
and glue for
preschoolers
to glue animal
crackers on their
jungle scenes.
Set aside animal
crackers for
preschoolers to
enjoy as a snack.
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Print a “Jungle Scene” for each preschooler.
Distribute animal stickers for preschoolers to add to their
jungle scene. If animal stickers are unavailable, provide
magazines featuring jungle animals. Help preschoolers
cut out animal images and glue them to their jungle
scene. Suggest preschoolers display their jungle scenes in a
prominent place at home where they will be reminded to
pray for people living in the Amazon Jungle.
SAY • We have learned a lot about the Amazon Jungle
and the people living there. Finding people living
in villages deep in the jungle is hard and getting
to them can be even harder, but we know God is
powerful. He loves people and wants people in the
Amazon to hear the good news of the gospel. Let’s
pray right now that missionaries and other Christians
will be able to get to the people in the jungle and
share that there is no one like our God.
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Snack and review
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities.
Wash hands and gather preschoolers for snack time. Pray,
thanking God for the snack.
Serve pretzel sticks and mini marshmallows. Show
how to place the marshmallow on top of the pretzel stick
to create a scepter. Mention that sometimes kings hold
a scepter in their hands to show they are the ruler of the
people. Remark that when God’s people wanted a king,
God allowed Saul to be the king over them.
Show the Bible story picture as you ask the following
questions. Retell parts of the Bible story as needed.
1. What did the Israelites tell Samuel they wanted? (a
king just like the people around them had)
2. Whom did God choose as Israel’s first king? (Saul)
3. What were some of the ways Saul did not obey God?
(made an offering to God himself, kept the animals after
the battle even when God told him not to)
4. What did God decide to do because Saul disobeyed?
(God would make someone else king.)
5. Is anything greater than God? No, God is greater
than everything.

Transition
When preschoolers finish their snack, they may color the
Bible story coloring page, play a simple game to practice the
key passage or big picture question, or sing along to the key
passage or theme song.
If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture
cards for families.

Samuel and King Saul

• countdown video
(optional)
• Allergy Alert
• paper cups and
napkins
• snack food
• Bible Story Picture
Poster
• Big Picture Question
Poster
• pretzel sticks
(optional)
• miniature
marshmallows
(optional)

• Bible Story Coloring
Page
• crayons
• Key Passage Poster
• Big Picture Question
Poster
• “You Are Great” song
• “Greater Than
Anything” song
• Big Picture Cards
for Families: Babies,
Toddlers, and
Preschoolers
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