
Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com.
For free training and session-by-session help, visit MinistryGrid.com/gospelproject.

Use Week of:

Unit 24 • Session 2

INTRODUCE THE STORY
(15–20 MINUTES)
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TEACH THE STORY
(10–15 MINUTES)
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EXPERIENCE THE STORY 
(20–25 MINUTES)

PAGE 138

Unit 24 • Session 2

Matthew 14; Mark 6; Luke 9; John 6

STORY POINT:  
Jesus fed a crowd.

KEY PASSAGE: 
Psalm 40:5

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
Why did Jesus perform miracles? Jesus 
performed miracles to show He is the 

Son of God.

Jesus Fed a Crowd

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
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2

LEADER Bible Study
Jesus’ disciples had been working hard, teaching people and healing 
them. Jesus called them to go away with Him to a desolate place so they 
could rest. By now, Jesus’ popularity was so great that finding a place to 
be alone was difficult. When Jesus and His disciples crossed the Sea of 
Galilee, the crowd of people were already waiting for them on the other 
side.

Jesus saw the crowds, but He wasn’t frustrated or angry. He didn’t tell 
them to go away. Instead, He had compassion on them because they 
were lost—like sheep without a shepherd. Jesus is the Good Shepherd 
who seeks and saves the lost. (See Luke 19:10; John 10:14.)

The miracle Jesus performed that evening—feeding 5,000 men plus 
women and children—is the only miracle during Jesus’ earthly ministry 
that is recorded in all four Gospels. The same God who provided manna 
for the Israelites in the wilderness multiplied loaves and fish to satisfy the 
crowd.

But Jesus’ didn’t intend to only meet people’s physical needs. He came 
to satisfy their spiritual needs as well. In John 6:35, Jesus said, “I am 
the bread of life.” He said that no one who comes to Him will ever be 
hungry, and no one who believes in Him will ever be thirsty again.

Jesus is the bread that came down from heaven. (See John 6:41.) God 
provided His Son as the perfect sacrifice to take away our sins. At the 
first Lord’s Supper, Jesus broke bread—a symbol of His death on the 
cross. (See Matt. 26:26.)

As you teach preschoolers this Bible story, help them know that God 
can and will provide for our needs. Preschoolers can trust Him for their 
“daily bread.” (See Matt. 6:11.) God met our greatest need in giving 
us salvation through Jesus. Will He not graciously give us all things? 
(Rom. 8:32)
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 Jesus Fed a Crowd
Matthew 14; Mark 6; Luke 9; John 6

Jesus’ disciples had been healing people and teaching them. They 
were working so hard, they did not even have time to eat! So Jesus said, 
“Let’s go to a quiet place and rest.”

Jesus and the disciples got into a boat to cross the sea, 
but people ran along the shore and followed 

them. A crowd of people was waiting 
when Jesus and His friends got to the 

other side of the sea. Jesus saw the 
crowd, and He cared about the 

people. They needed someone 
to help them and show them 
how to live. So Jesus taught 
the people about God and 
His kingdom, and He healed 
people who were sick.

Now it was getting late, 
and Jesus’ disciples came 
to Him and said, “Tell the 

people to go get something to 
eat.”

But Jesus said, “You give them 
something to eat.”
The disciples were confused. “We 

can’t feed this many people!” they said. 
“It would cost a lot of money to buy enough 

bread for them to eat.”
“How many loaves of bread do you have?” Jesus asked.
One of Jesus’ friends said, “A boy here has five loaves of bread 

and two fish, but that is not enough.”

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Play out a picnic: 
Place a large picnic 
or stadium blanket 
on the floor. Sit with 
the children on the 
blanket and tell the 
Bible story. Display 
bread and fish on 
a plate for children 
to see. 

• Tell the story 
outside: Lead 
preschoolers outside 
using a walking rope, 
if possible. Gather 
onto a large sheet or 
blanket. Sit in a shady 
place to tell the Bible 
story. 

The BIBLE Story
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 Jesus Fed a Crowd
Matthew 14; Mark 6; Luke 9; John 6

Jesus’ disciples had been healing people and teaching them. They 
were working so hard, they did not even have time to eat! So Jesus said, 
“Let’s go to a quiet place and rest.”

Jesus and the disciples got into a boat to cross the sea, 
but people ran along the shore and followed 

them. A crowd of people was waiting 
when Jesus and His friends got to the 

other side of the sea. Jesus saw the 
crowd, and He cared about the 

people. They needed someone 
to help them and show them 
how to live. So Jesus taught 
the people about God and 
His kingdom, and He healed 
people who were sick.

Now it was getting late, 
and Jesus’ disciples came 
to Him and said, “Tell the 

people to go get something to 
eat.”

But Jesus said, “You give them 
something to eat.”
The disciples were confused. “We 

can’t feed this many people!” they said. 
“It would cost a lot of money to buy enough 

bread for them to eat.”
“How many loaves of bread do you have?” Jesus asked.
One of Jesus’ friends said, “A boy here has five loaves of bread 

and two fish, but that is not enough.”

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Play out a picnic: 
Place a large picnic 
or stadium blanket 
on the floor. Sit with 
the children on the 
blanket and tell the 
Bible story. Display 
bread and fish on 
a plate for children 
to see. 

• Tell the story 
outside: Lead 
preschoolers outside 
using a walking rope, 
if possible. Gather 
onto a large sheet or 
blanket. Sit in a shady 
place to tell the Bible 
story. 

Jesus told the disciples to tell everyone to sit down. 
So all the people sat down on the grass. Jesus took the five 
loaves of bread and two fish. He looked up to heaven, 
and then He blessed the bread. Then Jesus broke the 
bread and fish into pieces and gave it to His disciples. 
They gave the food to the people, and everyone ate until 
full.

Then Jesus told the disciples to collect any leftover 
food. They collected 12 baskets full of bread and fish! 
Jesus fed about five thousand men that day, plus women 
and children.

Christ Connection: Jesus gave the people food so they would 
not be hungry. The next day, Jesus said that He is the bread of 
life. (John 6:35) Only Jesus can give us everything we need. 
Jesus gives us forgiveness, peace with God, and life forever with 
Him.
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Fed a Crowd
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 14; Mark 6; Luke 9; John 6
STORY POINT: Jesus fed a crowd.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 40:5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus perform miracles? Jesus performed 

miracles to show He is the Son of God.

Welcome time
Play a theme song in the background as you greet 
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures. 
Set an offering basket near the door to collect at an 
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a 
few favorite theme-related toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
Help preschoolers count the items in each row and write 
the number in the box. Encourage younger preschoolers to 
trace the numbers.
SAY • You counted fish, bread, people, and baskets. In 

today’s Bible story, Jesus’ disciples also counted those 
things. They counted some very small numbers and 
some very big numbers. Listen to the story to hear 
how Jesus made a lot from just a very little. 

Get into groups
Gather the children into one large group. Tell the children 
that you are going to randomly call out a number from one 
to five and they are to get into small groups of that number 
and sit down. For example, call out “two.” Children will 
get into groups of two and sit down. Children that are “left 
over” will help you “check” the groups to make sure there 

• “Nobody Like Him” 
song

• offering basket 
• Allergy Alert
• favorite toys related 

to the Bible story 
theme

• “How Many?” activity 
page, 1 per child

• crayons or markers
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are the right number of people in each group. After all the 
groups are formed, gather everyone back into the same large 
group and call out another number. Play as time allows, 
offering assistance as needed.
SAY • Good job sitting in groups! In today’s Bible story, 

Jesus was teaching a very large group of people. It 
was getting late, and the people needed something to 
eat. Jesus instructed them to get into groups and to 
sit down on the grass. Listen to the story to hear how 
Jesus fed a crowd with just a little food. 

Play out a picnic
Set out a picnic basket, blanket, plastic picnic dishes, and 
play food. Encourage children to spread out the blanket and 
arrange the dishes on the blanket as if they are sitting down 
for a picnic. Then, encourage the children to place the food 
on the dishes and pretend that they are having an outdoor 
picnic.
SAY • Today, we will hear a Bible story about how Jesus fed 

a crowd of people after He finished teaching them 
about God. They ate their food while seated on the 
ground outside. It was a little like our picnic here.

Transition to teach the story
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them 
to Bible study, show the countdown video, turn the lights 
off and on, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy. 
Invite children to skip around the room twice and then skip 
to the Bible study area and sit down.

• picnic basket
• blanket
• plastic picnic dishes
• toy food

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Introduce the Bible story
Place a bookmark at John 6 in your Bible. Invite a 
preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
SAY • God’s Word tells us amazing true stories about Jesus. 

Today’s story comes from all four Gospels, the Books 
of Matthew; Mark; Luke; and John. 

Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline. 
Remind children that all the stories in the Bible fit together 
to tell an even bigger story. The Bible tells us the big story 
of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

Watch or tell the Bible story
Show the video or tell the Bible story using the provided 
storytelling tips. Use the bolded version of the Bible story 
for young preschoolers.
SAY • Jesus had been teaching and healing people all day. 

They got hungry, so Jesus told His disciples to feed 
them. The men knew they would need a lot of food. 
A boy offered his lunch, five loaves of bread and two 
fish, but that was not nearly enough. Jesus took the 
bread and fish, thanked God for it, and then broke it 
into pieces. Jesus fed a crowd of over 5,000 people. 
The next day, Jesus would say that He is the bread of 
life. Only Jesus can give us everything we need.  

• Bible 
• bookmark
• Giant Timeline

• Story Point Poster
• “Jesus Fed a Crowd” 

video (optional)
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster

TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Fed a Crowd
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 14; Mark 6; Luke 9; John 6
STORY POINT: Jesus fed a crowd.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 40:5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus perform miracles? Jesus performed 

miracles to show He is the Son of God.
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Practice the key passage 
Cut apart the “Key Passage Match Cards.” Place the key 
passage marker at Psalm 40:5. Invite a child to open your 
Bible to the key passage. Read the key passage aloud. Lead 
children to put the cards in order by matching the pictures. 
Point to each card as you say the words. Invite children to 
echo you while using the motions from last week. 
SAY • Our key passage tells us that God has done many 

wondrous works. Jesus did a miracle in today’s Bible 
that no one else could do—He took a little bread and 
fish and made it enough to feed over 5,000 people. 
Nothing compares to Jesus. His miracles prove that 
He is the Messiah, the Son of God.

Sing the key passage song, “Lord My God,” and the theme 
song, “Nobody Like Him.”

Learn the big picture question
SAY • Jesus fed a crowd with five loaves and two fish. 

Why did Jesus perform miracles? Jesus performed 
miracles to show He is the Son of God. 

Missions moment
Display “Myanmar Photos.” Ask preschoolers to 

describe what they see in the pictures.
SAY • These pictures are from a country called Myanmar 

(MEE-yen-mar). Myanmar is very far from here. 
Jesus cares about the people in Myanmar, just like 
He cared about the people in the crowd in our Bible 
story. Let’s pray that the people of Myanmar will 
understand how much Jesus loves them.

Pray and transition to experience the story

• Bible 
• “Key Passage Match 

Cards” printable
• scissors (adult use)
• Key Passage Marker 
• Key Passage Poster
• “Lord My God 

(Psalm 40:5)” song
• “Nobody Like Him” 

song

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• “Myanmar Photos” 
printable
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EXPERIENCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Fed a Crowd
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 14; Mark 6; Luke 9; John 6
STORY POINT: Jesus fed a crowd.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 40:5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus perform miracles? Jesus performed 

miracles to show He is the Son of God.

Gather “bread” in a basket
Crumple pieces of paper and spread the paper wads around 
the room. Make sure there are enough paper wads for each 
child to retrieve several. Display the bin or basket. Invite 
children to pretend the paper wads are pieces of bread. 
Guide them to scatter around the room, picking up the 
“bread,” and tossing it into the basket.
SAY • We pretended to toss bread into a basket. Jesus fed 

a crowd of over 5,000 people with just five loaves of 
bread and two fish. He fed the people so that they 
would not be hungry. All the people ate until they 
were full, and then Jesus’ friends gathered 12 baskets 
of leftover food. Jesus did an amazing miracle that 
only He could have done. Why did Jesus perform 
miracles? Jesus performed miracles to show that He 
is the Son of God. Jesus is the bread of life. He gives 
us everything we need.

Make a chenille stem fish
Encourage children to select a colorful chenille stem and a 
few beads. Show children how to bend their chenille stem 
at the middle to make their fish’s nose. Then guide them to 
thread pony beads on each end of the chenille stem. Help 
children tightly twist the ends of their stems together about 

• basket or bin
• paper

• chenille stems
• colorful pony beads
• small bowls for 

holding beads
• colorful tape
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an inch from the end of the chenille stems. Bend out the 
wire ends to create the tail of the fish. Use tape to cover any 
sharp points.
SAY • Look at all the fish you made! A boy offered Jesus 

two fish and five loaves of bread to feed the hungry 
crowd of people. That was not enough food for so 
many people. But with that little bit of food, Jesus 
fed a crowd of over 5,000 people. Only Jesus can 
give us everything we need. Jesus gives us forgiveness, 
peace with God, and life forever with Him. 

Paint bread
Post an Allergy Alert. Pour a small amount of milk into 
several foam bowls. Place a few drops of food color in each 
cup of milk and mix thoroughly. Give a child a slice of 
bread on a foam plate. Lead her to paint her bread with the 
colored milk using a clean paintbrush. When children finish 
painting their bread, show them how to sprinkle a little bit 
of cinnamon and sugar on top. Set up a toaster oven in a 
safe place. Toast each child’s bread to serve during snack.
SAY • In a little while, we will eat our painted bread for a 

snack so that we will not be hungry. Jesus fed the 
people some food so that they would not be hungry. 
In the Book of John in the Bible, Jesus called Himself 
the bread of life. Jesus fed a crowd, but He came to 
do so much more. Jesus gives us everything we need. 
Jesus will give us forgiveness, peace with God, and 
life forever when we trust in Him.

Work puzzles 
Set out a variety of puzzles featuring food. As preschoolers 
work the puzzles, discuss the Bible story. Talk about how 

• Allergy Alert
• milk
• foam bowls
• food color
• plastic spoons
• foam plates
• sliced bread
• new paintbrushes
• cinnamon sugar 

mixture in a shaker
• toaster oven

• puzzles featuring 
food

139139Jesus the Miracle-Worker

© 2020 LifeWay



Jesus’ feeding so many people with such a small amount of 
food was a miracle. Define miracle as an unusual event that 
only God can cause to happen. 
SAY • A boy had five loaves of bread and two fish that he 

gave to Jesus’ disciples. Jesus fed a crowd of over 
5,000 people! When everyone was finished eating, 
the disciples collected 12 baskets of bread and fish 
left over! That was more than they started with! 
Jesus did a miracle—something only God could do. 
Why did Jesus perform miracles? Jesus performed 
miracles to show He is the Son of God. Jesus is the 
bread of life. He is the only One who can give us 
everything we need.

Make Myanmar prayer book
Invite preschoolers to help you glue each of the 

“Myanmar Photos” to a sheet of construction paper. Ask 
preschoolers to suggest ways they can pray for the people of 
Myanmar and the missionaries who serve there. Transcribe 
each of their prayer suggestions on a sheet of paper. Invite 
children to decorate the pages with markers or crayons. 
Collect all the pages and staple them together. Cover staples 
with decorative tape. Leave the prayer book out in the room 
for the remainder of unit 24.
SAY • We will keep this Myanmar prayer book in our room 

to remind us to pray for the people of Myanmar and 
the missionaries telling them about Jesus. Jesus fed 
a crowd in our Bible story, but He wants to do even 
more for the people of Myanmar. Jesus wants to give 
them forgiveness, peace with God, and life forever 
with Him. Only Jesus can give them everything they 
need.

• “Myanmar Photos” 
printable

• construction paper
• glue stick
• crayons and markers 
• stapler
• decorative tape
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Snack and review
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities. 
Wash hands and gather preschoolers for snack time. Pray, 
thanking God for the snack. 

Serve the painted toast for snack. Talk about how Jesus 
fed a crowd with just a little bit of bread and fish. The next 
day, Jesus said that He is the bread of life. Only Jesus can 
give us everything we need. Jesus gives us forgiveness, peace 
with God, and life forever with Him.

Show the Bible story picture as you ask the following 
questions. Retell parts of the Bible story as needed. 

1. What did Jesus teach people? (about God and His 
kingdom)

2. How much food did the boy give to Jesus? (five loaves 
of bread and two fish)

3. Would five loaves of bread and two fish be enough to 
feed a crowd? (no)

4. Was five loaves and two fish enough for Jesus to feed 
a crowd? (yes)

5. How many people did Jesus feed? (more than 5,000)
6. Why did Jesus perform miracles? Jesus performed 

miracles to show He is the Son of God.

Transition 
When preschoolers finish their snack, they may color the 
Bible story coloring page, play a simple game to practice the 
key passage or big picture question, or sing along to the key 
passage or theme song.

If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell 
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well 
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture 
cards for families.

• countdown video 
(optional) 

• Allergy Alert
• paper cups and 

napkins 
• snack food
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster

• Bible Story Coloring 
Page

• crayons 
• Key Passage Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• “Lord My God 

(Psalm 40:5)” song
• “Nobody Like Him” 

song
• Big Picture Cards 

for Families: Babies, 
Toddlers, and 
Preschoolers
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