
Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com.
For free training and session-by-session help, visit MinistryGrid.com/gospelproject.

Use Week of:

Unit 22 • Session 4 

INTRODUCE THE STORY
(15–20 MINUTES)

PAGE 46

TEACH THE STORY
(10–15 MINUTES)
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EXPERIENCE THE STORY 
(20–25 MINUTES)
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Unit 22 • Session 4 

BIBLE PASSAGE: 
John 9

STORY POINT:  
Jesus healed a man who could not see.

KEY PASSAGE: 
Isaiah 53:4-5

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
Why did God create people? God 

created people to love Him and give 
Him glory.

Jesus Healed a Man 
Who Was Blind
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4

LEADER Bible Study
In the Old Testament, Isaiah prophesied about the coming Messiah. 
Isaiah 35:5-6 tells about a time when “the eyes of the blind will be 
opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped. Then the lame will leap like 
a deer, and the tongue of the mute will sing for joy.” When God the Son 
came to earth, He came as a Healer—removing skin diseases, raising the 
dead to life, making the lame walk, and giving sight to the blind.

John 9 gives us a glimpse of the kingdom of God, where creation is 
redeemed, and opens our eyes to the greater purpose of suffering in our 
lives. The disciples asked Jesus a question that many still wrestle with 
today: Why is this person suffering? (In this case, why was this man born 
blind?) Was it because of sin?

Jesus’ answer gives hope to anyone facing suffering: “Neither this man 
nor his parents sinned. This came about so that God’s works might be 
displayed in him” (John 9:3). Because Jesus is Lord over everything, all 
suffering in this life has meaning and purpose.

Miraculously, Jesus gave sight to the man who was blind. The man’s 
neighbors noticed the change, and he told them what Jesus had done for 
him. But the reaction of the religious leaders—skepticism and unbelief—
reveals a different kind of blindness: spiritual blindness. Sin keeps us 
from seeing what is true about God. Jesus came as light into a dark 
world. He helps us see what is true so we can know God.

Those who trust in Jesus are freed from sin and worship Jesus as Lord. 
We can live fully in the light of Jesus as we seek to make Him known to 
others so that their eyes might be opened to the truth of the gospel as 
well.
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The BIBLE Story

 Jesus Healed a Man Who Was Blind
John 9

Jesus was walking with His disciples when He saw a man who 
had been born blind. The disciples asked, “Teacher, why was this 
man born blind? Did this happen because he sinned or because his 

parents sinned?
Jesus answered, “Sin did not cause this. 

This man was born blind so that 
people could see God’s power.” 

Jesus also said, “While I am in 
the world, I am the light of the 

world.”
Then Jesus spit on the 

ground. He made mud and 
put it on the eyes of the man 
who was blind. “Go and 
wash in the pool of Siloam,” 
Jesus told him. The man 
went and washed. When he 
came back, he could see!

The man’s neighbors were 
amazed. They took the man to 

the religious leaders. “How did 
this happen?” they asked.
“The man called Jesus put mud on 

my eyes,” he said. “I washed, and now I 
can see.”

The religious leaders did not want to believe that 
Jesus could give sight to people who were blind. Again, the man who 
was healed told the religious leaders what happened. He believed Jesus 
must have come from God. But the religious leaders threw the man out 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Close your eyes: 
Suggest preschoolers 
close or cover their 
eyes as you begin to 
tell the Bible story. 
At the moment when 
the man in the story 
washes the mud off 
his eyes and can see, 
ask the children to 
uncover or open their 
eyes.

• Use different 
voices: As you 
tell the Bible story, 
change your voice 
to represent the 
different Bible people. 
Mimic actions when 
appropriate as well.
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 Jesus Healed a Man Who Was Blind
John 9

Jesus was walking with His disciples when He saw a man who 
had been born blind. The disciples asked, “Teacher, why was this 
man born blind? Did this happen because he sinned or because his 

parents sinned?
Jesus answered, “Sin did not cause this. 

This man was born blind so that 
people could see God’s power.” 

Jesus also said, “While I am in 
the world, I am the light of the 

world.”
Then Jesus spit on the 

ground. He made mud and 
put it on the eyes of the man 
who was blind. “Go and 
wash in the pool of Siloam,” 
Jesus told him. The man 
went and washed. When he 
came back, he could see!

The man’s neighbors were 
amazed. They took the man to 

the religious leaders. “How did 
this happen?” they asked.
“The man called Jesus put mud on 

my eyes,” he said. “I washed, and now I 
can see.”

The religious leaders did not want to believe that 
Jesus could give sight to people who were blind. Again, the man who 
was healed told the religious leaders what happened. He believed Jesus 
must have come from God. But the religious leaders threw the man out 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Close your eyes: 
Suggest preschoolers 
close or cover their 
eyes as you begin to 
tell the Bible story. 
At the moment when 
the man in the story 
washes the mud off 
his eyes and can see, 
ask the children to 
uncover or open their 
eyes.

• Use different 
voices: As you 
tell the Bible story, 
change your voice 
to represent the 
different Bible people. 
Mimic actions when 
appropriate as well.

of the synagogue.
Jesus found the man and asked, “Do you believe in 

the Son of Man?”
The man answered, “Tell me who He is so I can 

believe in Him.”
“You have already seen Him,” Jesus said. “The Son of 

Man is talking to you now.”
The man said, “I believe, Lord!” and he worshiped 

Jesus.

Christ Connection: Sin keeps us from seeing what is true 
about God. Jesus came as light into a dark world. He helps us 
see what is true so we can know God. Those who trust in Jesus 
are freed from sin and worship Jesus as Lord.
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Healed a Man Who Was Blind
BIBLE PASSAGE: John 9
STORY POINT: Jesus healed a man who could not see.
KEY PASSAGE: Isaiah 53:4-5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did God create people? God created people 

to love Him and give Him glory.

Welcome time
Play a theme song in the background as you greet 
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures. 
Set an offering basket near the door to collect at an 
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a 
few favorite theme-related toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
Lead children to look at the items on the activity page. Help 
them identify the ones that might help someone see and 
circle them. Talk about the items as children work. 
SAY • Swim goggles help people to see underwater, and 

sunglasses help people see when the sun is shining 
brightly. In today’s Bible story, Jesus met a man who 
could not see—not even with glasses to help him. 
Listen to the story to hear how Jesus helped the man.

Say if you believe
Tape a green piece of paper and a red piece of paper to 
opposite walls. Ask questions that include a statement that 
may or may not be accurate. Instruct children to move to 
the green paper if they believe the statement and to the 
red paper if they do not believe the statement. Use the 
following questions or create your own. 

• “Nobody Like Him” 
song

• offering basket 
• Allergy Alert
• favorite toys related 

to the Bible story 
theme

• “What Helps People 
See?” activity page, 
1 per child

• crayons or markers

• tape
• red construction 

paper
• green construction 

paper
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• Do you believe the sky is purple? 
• Do you believe a whale would make a good pet? 
• Do you believe broccoli tastes good? 
• Do you believe I am the tallest person in the room? 
• Do you believe I can count to 100? 

End with, “Do you believe Jesus is God’s Son?”
SAY • In today’s Bible story, Jesus asked a man, “Do you 

believe in the Son of Man?” The Son of Man is a 
name that Jesus often called Himself. Jesus is fully 
God and fully man. Jesus was asking the man if he 
believed in Him. Listen to the Bible story to hear 
how the man answered.  

Wash dishes
Fill a plastic tub with a couple of inches of water. Give a 
preschooler a sponge and show him how to wash toy dishes. 
Demonstrate how to wipe a dish dry with the towels. 
SAY • When our dishes at home get dirty, we wash them. 

In today’s Bible story, Jesus put mud on a man’s eyes 
and told him to wash off the mud. Listen to the story 
to find out what happened when the man washed the 
mud off his eyes. 

Transition to teach the story
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them 
to Bible study, show the countdown video, turn the lights 
off and on, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy. 
Walk around the room and quietly tell each child one of 
the many names that Jesus was called (Lord, Rabbi, Light of 
the world, Master, Teacher, Counselor, Savior, Immanuel, 
Son of God, the Word, Lamb of God, Bread of life, Christ, 
Prince of peace, Son of Man). 

• clean sponges
• toy dishes
• plastic tub
• water
• hand towels

• countdown video 
(optional)
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TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Healed a Man Who Was Blind
BIBLE PASSAGE: John 9
STORY POINT: Jesus healed a man who could not see.
KEY PASSAGE: Isaiah 53:4-5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did God create people? God created people 

to love Him and give Him glory.

Introduce the Bible story
Place a bookmark at John 9 in your Bible. Invite a 
preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
SAY • I told each of you one of the many names that Jesus 

was called as we moved to Bible study. Jesus’ disciples 
called Him Teacher. When Jesus was born, the angel 
said Jesus would be called Immanuel. In today’s true 
story from the Book of John, Jesus called Himself the 
Son of Man, and a man called Him Lord.

Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline. 
Remind children that all the stories in the Bible fit together 
to tell an even bigger story. The Bible tells us the big story 
of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

Watch or tell the Bible story
Show the video or tell the Bible story using the provided 
storytelling tips. Use the bolded version of the Bible story 
for young preschoolers.
SAY • When Jesus met a man who had been blind his entire 

life, Jesus helped His disciples understand that the 
man’s blindness was not punishment for sin. Jesus 
healed a man who could not see so people could see 
God’s power. Jesus frees us from sin so that we can 
see and know what is true about God.

• Bible 
• bookmark
• Giant Timeline

• Story Point Poster
• “Jesus Healed a Man 

Who Was Blind” 
video (optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster
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Practice the key passage 
Place the key passage marker at Isaiah 53:4-5. Invite a child 
to open your Bible to the key passage. Read the key passage 
aloud. Allow preschoolers to take turns saying the passage 
from memory. Offer assistance as needed. Affirm all efforts.  
SAY • Our key passage is about Jesus. Sin keeps us from 

seeing what is true about God, but Jesus died on the 
cross to save us from sin. Those who trust in Jesus are 
freed from sin and worship Jesus as Lord.

Sing the key passage song, “We Are Healed,” and the theme 
song, “Nobody Like Him.”

Learn the big picture question
SAY • After Jesus healed a man who could not see, the 

man believed Jesus was God’s Son and worshiped 
Him. Why did God create people? God created 
people to love Him and give Him glory. Everyone 
who trusts in Jesus for forgiveness of sin can love and 
worship Him like God made us to do.  

Missions moment
 Show children photos from the gallery on the 

Dohnavur (don-Ah-vur) Fellowship website. Print photos 
ahead of time if your room does not have Internet access.
SAY • Amy Carmichael was a missionary in India a long 

time ago. She started a special home for children 
where they could be loved and hear about Jesus. 
Though Amy died many years ago, believers are still 
there loving children and teaching them about Jesus. 

Close in prayer for the Dohnavur Fellowship.

Pray and transition to experience the story

• Bible
• Key Passage Marker 
• Key Passage Poster
• “We Are Healed 

(Isaiah 53:4-5)” song
• “Nobody Like Him” 

song

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• electronic tablet or 
smart device

Dohnavur Fellowship 
website: www.
dohnavurfellowship.
org
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EXPERIENCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Healed a Man Who Was Blind
BIBLE PASSAGE: John 9
STORY POINT: Jesus healed a man who could not see.
KEY PASSAGE: Isaiah 53:4-5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did God create people? God created people 

to love Him and give Him glory.

Build blindfolded
Set a few blocks in front of a child. Invite the child to 
build with the blocks either wearing a blindfold or closing 
her eyes. When the child is finished with her structure, 
encourage her to remove the blindfold or open her eyes Ask 
if the structure looks the way she wanted it. 
SAY • The man in our Bible story today may have had 

hard time doing things he wanted to do. After Jesus’ 
disciples asked why the man was blind, Jesus healed 
a man who could not see to help them understand 
that the man’s blindness was to show how powerful 
God is. Like the man’s eyes when he was blind, sin 
makes the world a dark place. Jesus came to be a 
light in a dark world, and He helps people see what 
is true. 

Work puzzles and review
Print an extra set of this unit’s Bible story picture posters, 
the big picture question and answer poster, and the key 
passage poster. Cut the posters into four or five pieces to 
create puzzles. Lay the pieces on a flat surface and help 
children work the puzzles, recalling the way Jesus helped 
people. Read the big picture question and review the 
answer. Read the key passage poster and lead preschoolers 

• blocks
• blindfolds (optional) 

• Unit 22 Bible Story 
Picture Posters

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Key Passage Poster 
• scissors (adult use)
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to practice saying it. Challenge a child to attempt to work a 
puzzle with her eyes closed.
SAY • In each of these stories, we learned how Jesus healed 

people who needed help. He showed His power 
through the words that He said and the things that 
He did. Soon people began to understand Jesus’ 
power came from God, and they gave Him glory and 
worshiped Him. Why did God create people? God 
created people to love Him and give Him glory. 
When we love and trust in Jesus, He frees us from sin 
and we worship Him as Lord. 

Make mud dough
Post an allergy alert and put a smock on each child. Give 
each child a plastic spoon and a foam bowl and plate. Put 
1 cup of dried potato flakes and 1 tablespoon of cocoa 
powder in each child’s bowl. Guide them to mix the two 
together with a spoon. Then add ¾ cup of water to each 
bowl while children continue to mix. Encourage children 
to knead their mud dough on their foam plate. Encourage 
children to play with their dough. Suggest they form the 
letter J for Jesus. Store and send home each child’s dough in 
a ziplock bag.
SAY • Your dough looks a lot like mud. In today’s Bible 

story, Jesus healed a man who could not see by 
doing something surprising. He gathered some dirt 
in His hand and spit on it to make mud. Then Jesus 
put the mud on the man’s eyes and told him to wash 
it off. After the man washed, he worshiped Jesus 
because he could see. Jesus helps us to see what is 
true so we can know God and be freed from sin. 

• Allergy Alert
• smocks (optional)
• plastic spoons, 1 per 

child
• foam bowl, 1 per child
• foam plate, 1 per child
• dried potato flakes, 1 

cup per child
• cocoa powder, 1 

tablespoon per child
• water, 3/4 cup per child
• measuring cups and 

spoons
• ziplock bags, 1 per 

child

Tip: Caution 
preschoolers not to 
put the dough in 
their eyes. 
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Guess the item 
Gather an assortment of small items. Place each item in a 
paper lunch sack and fold down the top. Invite preschoolers 
to take turns feeling each item without looking in the bag. 
Encourage them to guess each item. Reveal the contents of 
the bag after children have guessed. 
SAY • It’s not easy to know what something is when you 

can’t see it. Jesus healed a man who could not see. 
Sin keeps us from seeing what is true about God in 
our hearts. Jesus helps us see what is true so we can 
know God. 

Hang pictures on a line
Hang a long string of yarn against a wall in your 

room like a clothesline. Give each preschoolers a “Dohnavur 
Fellowship Today” printable. Guide children to color the 
images and cut them apart. When preschoolers finish, invite 
them to hang their pictures on the yarn with clothespins or 
tape. 
SAY • The home for children Amy Carmichael started in 

India more than 100 years ago is still there today! It 
has gotten even bigger! Each of these pictures shows 
something happening there today. The bed is for the 
places where children can safely sleep. The cow is 
for a dairy on the land, where children can get fresh 
milk. The notebook is for the schools where children 
learn. The plants are for the food that they grow to 
feed the children. Look at all the wonderful things 
happening in India because one missionary chose to 
live her whole life there. Let’s pray and thank God 
for the work He has done through Amy Carmichael 
and those after her! 

• small classroom 
objects

• paper lunch sacks

• “Dohnavur Fellowship 
Today” printable

• yarn
• scissors (adult use)
• clothespins or tape
• crayons 
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Snack and review
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities. 
Wash hands and gather preschoolers for snack time. Pray, 
thanking God for the snack. 

Serve mixed fruit for snack. Talk about the variety of 
colors in today’s snack. Mention that Jesus healed a man 
who could not see and speculate how wonderful it must 
have been for the man to see colors for the very first time.

Show the Bible story picture as you ask the following 
questions. Retell parts of the Bible story as needed.  

1. Why did Jesus say the man was blind? (so people could 
see God’s power)

2. What did Jesus do with the mud that He mixed 
together? (Jesus put it on the blind man’s eyes and told 
him to wash it off.)

3. What happened after the man rinsed the mud off the 
his eyes? (The man could see.)

4. What did the man do after he learned that Jesus was 
God’s Son? (The man believed and worshiped Him.)

5. Why did God create people? God created people to 
love Him and give Him glory.

Transition 
When preschoolers finish their snack, they may color the 
Bible story coloring page, play a simple game to practice the 
key passage or big picture question, or sing along to the key 
passage or theme song.

If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell 
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well 
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture 
cards for families.

• countdown video 
(optional) 

• Allergy Alert
• paper cups and 

napkins 
• snack food
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• mixed fruit (optional)

• Bible Story Coloring 
Page

• crayons 
• Key Passage Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• “We Are Healed 

(Isaiah 53:4-5)” song
• “Nobody Like Him” 

song
• Big Picture Cards 

for Families: Babies, 
Toddlers, and 
Preschoolers
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