Unit 16 • Session 2

Use Week of:

Unit 16 • Session 2

Nebuchadnezzar’s
Dream
BIBLE PASSAGE:
Daniel 4
STORY POINT:
King Nebuchadnezzar learned that
God is greatest of all.
KEY PASSAGE:
1 Thessalonians 5:17-18
BIG PICTURE QUESTION:
Why do we pray? We pray because we
trust God, and we know He hears us.

INTRODUCE THE STORY

TEACH THE STORY

EXPERIENCE THE STORY

(15–20 MINUTES)

(10–15 MINUTES)

(20–25 MINUTES)

PAGE 22

PAGE 24

PAGE 26

Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com.
For free training and session-by-session help, visit MinistryGrid.com/gospelproject.
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LEADER Bible Study
Babylon’s King Nebuchadnezzar had witnessed the power of the one
true God when Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were delivered—
unscathed—from the fiery furnace. (See Dan. 3.) Daniel 4 records a
proclamation from the king, a first-person account for all nations of a
dream and its life-changing fulfillment.
Nebuchadnezzar dreamed about a strong, mighty tree that was cut down.
Only the stump and roots remained. God got Nebuchadnezzar’s attention.
His wise men could not explain what the dream meant, but Daniel—
who came to Babylon with Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego—was able
to interpret the dream. Like the tree, Nebuchadnezzar’s kingdom would
be taken away. But the dream gave an element of hope to the king: His
kingdom would be restored when he acknowledged God as ruler over
everything.

2

A year later, just when everything seemed to be going right for
Nebuchadnezzar, the dream came true. He was walking on the roof of
his palace making prideful statements when God suddenly spoke to him.
Nebuchadnezzar’s arrogance and pride resulted in his humiliation. He was
driven away from people, he ate grass like cattle, his hair grew long, and his
nails were like birds’ claws. After some time, Nebuchadnezzar experienced
complete transformation. He looked up to heaven and praised God. He
acknowledge God as “the King of the heavens” (Dan. 4:37).
As you teach, emphasize that pride steals God’s glory. Point out how
God humbled King Nebuchadnezzar to show that God is in control.
Nebuchadnezzar learned the lesson we must remind ourselves daily: God
is God, and we are not. He alone deserves honor and glory. Rather than
proudly seeking our own fame and glory, we seek His fame and glory.
Nebuchadnezzar was a sinful man who exalted himself, and God humbled
him. Point children to Jesus—the sinless, eternal Son—humbled Himself,
and God exalted Him. We can trust Jesus as King and live for God’s glory.
Hope in Exile
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The BIBLE Story
Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream
Daniel 4
Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon, shared a message about the
wonderful things God had done for him.
One night, the king had a scary dream. He asked the wise men in
his kingdom to tell him what the dream meant, but the wise
men did not know. So the king told Daniel
about his dream.
“I saw a big, strong tree. Its top
was in the sky, and everyone could
see it. The tree had beautiful
leaves and fruit, and animals
lived in and around the
tree. An angel came down
from heaven and said, ‘Cut
down the tree!’ Only the
stump and roots would
be left. Then the angel said
something strange: the tree’s
mind would change from a
human’s mind into an animal’s
mind. He said this would
happen so that people would
know God is ruler over everyone—
even kings.”
The dream made Daniel feel afraid
too, and he told the king what it meant. “The
tree is you. You are great and strong,” Daniel said.
“Like the tree was cut down, you will go away from people. You will
live with wild animals and eat grass. Like the stump was left in the
ground, your kingdom will not be completely destroyed; it will be
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given back to you when you learn that God rules over
everything.”
One year later, the king’s dream came true. He walked
on the roof of his palace and said, “My kingdom is great!
I am powerful and wonderful!”
Suddenly, the king heard a voice from heaven: “King
Nebuchadnezzar, you will go away from people. You will
live with wild animals and eat grass until you learn that
God rules over everything.” Nebuchadnezzar went away
from people. He ate grass like a cow, his hair grew long
like eagles’ feathers, and his nails grew sharp like birds’
claws.
After some time, the king looked up to the sky
and praised God. He had learned that God rules over
everything. His kingdom was given back to him, and the
king worshiped God.
Christ Connection: Pride is thinking you are great. God
showed the king that only God is truly great. Jesus is the King
of kings who came to earth and died on the cross. Jesus saves
sinners so we can show others that He is greatest of all.

Hope in Exile

Bible
Storytelling Tips
• Listen and
“dream”: Invite
preschoolers to lie
down and close their
eyes as if they are
dreaming while they
listen to the Bible
story.
• Illustrate the
story: Use a
dry erase board,
chalkboard, or
large sheet of
paper to illustrate
the tree from
Nebuchadnezzar’s
dream as you tell the
story. Erase or rip off
all but a stump at the
appropriate moment
in the Bible story.
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INTRODUCE the Story
Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream
BIBLE PASSAGE: Daniel 4
STORY POINT: King Nebuchadnezzar learned that God is greatest of all.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Thessalonians 5:17-18
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why do we pray? We pray because we trust God,
and we know He hears us.
SESSION TITLE:

Welcome time
• “Wherever I Go” song
• offering basket
• Allergy Alert
• favorite toys related
to the Bible story
theme

Play a theme song in the background as you greet
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures.
Set an offering basket near the door to collect at an
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a
few favorite theme-related toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
• “A Dream About a
Tree” activity page,
1 per child
• crayons or markers

Guide preschoolers to draw a line connecting the items in
the close-up picture with where they are in the big picture.
SAY • In today’s Bible story, King Nebuchadnezzar had a
dream about a tree. The king did not know what the
dream meant so he found someone to tell him its
meaning. Listen to the Bible story to hear who told
King Nebuchadnezzar what his dream meant.

Play “Where Does it Live?”
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Demonstrate body movements to represent a tree, ground,
and water.
• tree: Stretch arms upward for tree.
• ground: Touch the floor.
• water: pretend to swim.
Teach movements to children and practice them a few
times. Say the name of an animal and guide boys and girls
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to show you with their movements where the animal lives.
Call out animals such as bird (tree), raccoon (ground), shark
(water), cow (ground), squirrel (tree), and so forth.
SAY • In today’s Bible story, King Nebuchadnezzar had a
dream about a big, strong tree. The tree had beautiful
leaves and fruit, and animals lived in and around
the tree. None of the king’s wise men could tell him
what the dream meant, but Daniel could. Listen to
the Bible story to hear what King Nebuchadnezzar’s
dream was about.

Sort feathers
Gather an assortment of craft feathers. Set out bins and
invite preschoolers to sort the feathers by placing like
feathers in the same bin.
SAY • Does anyone remember King Nebuchadnezzar from
our Bible story about Shadrach, Meschach, and
Abednego. When God saved Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego from the fire, King Nebuchadnezzar
praised God and made a new rule that anyone who
said anything bad about God would be punished.
In today’s Bible story, something happened to
Nebuchadnezzar and his hair grew long like eagles’
feathers. Listen to the Bible story to hear what
happened to King Nebuchadnezzar and why.

• craft feathers
• bins

Transition to teach the story
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them
• countdown video
(optional)
to Bible study, show the countdown video, turn the lights
off and on, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy.
When children come to the Bible study area, help boys and
girls think of different things they might find in a tree.

Hope in Exile
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TEACH the Story
Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream
BIBLE PASSAGE: Daniel 4
STORY POINT: King Nebuchadnezzar learned that God is greatest of all.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Thessalonians 5:17-18
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why do we pray? We pray because we trust God,
and we know He hears us.
SESSION TITLE:

Introduce the Bible story
• Bible
• bookmark
• Giant Timeline

d

Place a bookmark at Daniel 4 in your Bible. Invite a
preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
SAY • The Bible is God’s Word, and the stories in it are true.
Today’s Bible story is from the Book of Daniel in the
Old Testament part of the Bible.
Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline.
Remind children that all the stories in the Bible fit together
to tell an even bigger story. The Bible tells us the big story
of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

Watch or tell the Bible story
• Story Point Poster
• “Nebuchadnezzar’s
Dream” video
(optional)
• Bible Story Picture
Poster

Show the video or tell the Bible story using the provided
storytelling tips. Use the bolded version of the Bible story
for young preschoolers.
SAY • God wanted King Nebuchadnezzar to understand
that only God is truly great. King Nebuchadnezzar
learned that God is greatest of all. Jesus is the King
of kings. No earthly king will ever be as great as King
Jesus. Jesus came to earth and died on the cross. King
Jesus saves sinners so we can show others that He is
greatest of all.
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Practice the key passage
Place the key passage marker at 1 Thessalonians 5:17-18.
Invite a child to open your Bible to the key passage. Read
the key passage aloud. Practice the motions you created for
the verse in the previous session.
SAY • Pride is thinking you are great. People who are
prideful forget that they need God and that
everything good they have comes from God. We
need God every moment of every day. Our key
passage reminds us to pray every moment of every
day and to give thanks to God in everything.
Sing the key passage song, “Pray Constantly,” and the theme
song, “Wherever I Go.”

• sticky notes
• marker
• Bible
• Key Passage Marker
• Key Passage Poster
• “Pray Constantly”
song
• “Wherever I Go” song

Learn the big picture question
SAY

• Daniel told King Nebuchadnezzar what God wanted
him to learn. Daniel trusted that what God said, He
would do. Everything Daniel told the king about the
dream happened the way God said it would. Daniel
trusted God. We can trust that God hears us when
we talk to Him. Why do we pray? We pray because
we trust God, and we know He hears us.

Missions moment

• Big Picture Question
Poster

• “Missionaries in
Miami” video

Ask preschoolers a few questions about their
families and invite them to respond by raising their hands.
Suggested
questions:
SAY • Let’s watch a video about the Ukegbu (yoo-KAY-boo)
• How many brothers
family. They are a missionary family telling people
and sisters do you
about Jesus in a city called Miami, Florida.
have?
• Does your family like
Show the “Missionaries in Miami” video.

Pray and transition to experience the story

Hope in Exile

music?
• What food is your
family’s favorite?
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EXPERIENCE the Story
Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream
BIBLE PASSAGE: Daniel 4
STORY POINT: King Nebuchadnezzar learned that God is greatest of all.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Thessalonians 5:17-18
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why do we pray? We pray because we trust God,
and we know He hears us.
SESSION TITLE:

d

Sing “He’s Got the Whole World in His
Hands”
Lead preschoolers in singing the song “He’s Got the Whole
World in His Hands.” If you are unfamiliar with the tune
or lyrics, look them up online before the session. Consider
creating motions to go with the lyrics.
SAY • God made everything! He owns it all, and He is in
control of all of it! King Nebuchadnezzar learned
that God is greatest of all. Jesus is the King of kings
who came to earth and died on the cross. Jesus saves
sinners so we can show others that He is greatest of
all.

d
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Decorate a tree branch
• Allergy Alert
• branches (8-12 inches
long), 1 per child
• dowels (optional)
• duct tape
• markers
• yarn
• blunt-tipped scissors
• decorative tape
• chenille stems

Gather an 8- to 12-inch tree branch for each preschooler. If
branches are not available, use dowels instead. Cover sharp
edges on the branches with duct tape. Show a child how to
draw on the wood with a marker or wrap it with yarn. Help
a child tear and attach decorative tape to the branch or wrap
it with a chenille stem. Remind preschoolers how the angel
in King Nebuchadnezzar’s dream said to cut down the tree.
SAY • This branch reminds me of King Nebuchadnezzar’s
dream. The big tree in his dream was cut down. The
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stump that was left showed what would happen to
him. The king thought he was the greatest of all, but
he soon learned that his kingdom would be taken
away from him for a time. God sent him to live with
wild animals until King Nebuchadnezzar learned
that God is greatest of all. The king worshiped God
and understood that God rules over everything.

Make a “Great God” tree
Before the session, cut out green leaf shapes from
construction paper. Draw a simple tree with branches
but no leaves on a large sheet of paper. Hang the tree at a
preschooler’s height. Invite preschoolers to name ways God
is great. Write each of their thoughts on a leaf. Place a tape
loop on the back of a leaf. Encourage a preschooler to hang
his leaf on the tree.
SAY • Wow! We really do have a great God! Pride is
thinking we are great, but when we remember how
great God is, we see how small we are. Only God
is truly great. King Nebuchadnezzar learned that
God is greatest of all. Jesus is the King of kings
who came to earth and died on the cross. Jesus saves
sinners so we can show others that He is greatest of
all.

• permanent marker
(adult use)
• scissors (adult use)
• green construction
paper or real leaves
• large sheet of paper
• tape

Build with blocks and pray
Print and cut out “Prayer Prompts.” Tape the prompts to
several blocks. Encourage boys and girls to build with these
and other blocks. When a child stacks a marked block, read
the prompt and talk about prayer. Ask a child to tell about
something he would like to thank God for. Suggest other
things a child can talk to God about. Say a brief prayer.

Hope in Exile

• “Prayer Prompts”
printable
• scissors (adut use)
• blocks
• tape
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• King Nebuchadnezzar learned that God is greatest
of all. Isn’t it amazing that this same God wants us
to talk to Him? Why do we pray? We pray because
we trust God, and we know He hears us. Being able
to talk to God is such a gift, and He actually has the
power to answer our prayers!

Pretend to go to the beach
• beach towels
• beach equipment

d

Spread beach towels on the floor. Set out beach
equipment such as goggles, floats, or sand toys. Invite
preschoolers to join you at “the beach.” Encourage them to
pretend to put on sunblock, surf, relax on the towels, swim
around the room, or sit on a float. Remind preschoolers
that the city of Miami has many beaches. Explain that the
Ukegbu family loves to go to the beach.
SAY • We’ve been learning about the Ukegbu family who
lives in Miami. Serenity, Joelle, and Noah are beach
kids! They love to go to the beach. People from many
countries live in Miami. The missionaries there teach
people that God is the greatest of all and loves them
very much.
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Snack and review
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities.
Wash hands and gather preschoolers for snack time. Pray,
thanking God for the snack.
Serve fruit that is grown on a tree for snack. Mention
that King Nebuchadnezzar dreamed about a big tree that
had beautiful leaves with fruit growing on it. One year later,
his dream came true. King Nebuchadnezzar learned that
God is greatest of all.
Show the Bible story picture as you ask the following
questions. Retell parts of the Bible story as needed.
1. Who told King Nebuchadnezzar what his dream
meant? (Daniel)
2. Why did God send Nebuchadnezzar away? (because
of his pride; He thought he was greater than God.)
3. What did Nebuchadnezzar learn about God? (King
Nebuchadnezzar learned that God is greatest of
all.)
4. What did God give Nebuchadnezzar after he learned
God is greatest of all? (his kingdom back)
5. Why do we pray? We pray because we trust God,
and we know He hears us.

Transition
When preschoolers finish their snack, they may color the
Bible story coloring page, play a simple game to practice the
key passage or big picture question, or sing along to the key
passage or theme song.
If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture
cards for families.

Hope in Exile

• countdown video
(optional)
• Allergy Alert
• paper cups and
napkins
• snack food
• Bible Story Picture
Poster
• Big Picture Question
Poster
• fruit grown on a tree
(optional)

• Bible Story Coloring
Page
• crayons
• Key Passage Poster
• Big Picture Question
Poster
• “Pray Constantly”
song
• “Wherever I Go” song
• Big Picture Cards
for Families: Babies,
Toddlers, and
Preschoolers
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