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Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com.
For free training and session-by-session help, visit MinistryGrid.com/gospelproject.

Use Week of:

Unit 17 • Session 1

BIBLE PASSAGE: 
Obadiah

STORY POINT: God promised to 
take care of His people.

KEY PASSAGE: 
Jeremiah 29:11

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
How is Jesus the perfect Prophet? God 

speaks to us through Jesus.

Obadiah the 
Prophet

INTRODUCE THE STORY
(15–20 MINUTES)

PAGE 72

TEACH THE STORY
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 74

EXPERIENCE THE STORY 
(20–25 MINUTES)

PAGE 76

Unit 17 • Session 1
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1

Use Week of:
LEADER Bible Study
The conflict between Edom and Israel originates in the story of Jacob and 
Esau. The twins struggled in the womb, and their mother Rebekah asked 
God why. God explained that from her womb would come two nations, 
and the older would serve the younger. (Gen. 25:23)

The nation of Israel descended from Jacob (the younger), and the nation 
of Edom descended from Esau (the older). God promised to Jacob the 
same promises He made to Abraham (Gen. 28:15), but Esau was a godless 
man who despised God’s promises. (Heb. 12:16)

For centuries, the two families were at odds. When Moses led the 
Israelites out of Egypt, the king of Edom refused to let the Israelites pass 
through his country to get to the promised land. (Num. 20:14-21) Edom 
fought against Israel on several occasions. (See 2 Chron. 20:2; 28:17; 
2 Kings 8:20-22.)

The Book of Obadiah is God’s message about Edom in response to their 
sin—specifically their gloating over the Babylonian invasion of Jerusalem. 
When the Babylonians invaded Jerusalem, the people of Edom didn’t help. 
Like an envious brother, Edom was glad to see Judah overcome. In fact, 
Edom was a guilty participant in the action against Judah. (Obad. 11)

The prophet Obadiah detailed the charges against Edom, announced 
their guilt, and handed down the sentence from the Lord: Edom would 
be totally destroyed. No remnant of Esau’s family would remain. On the 
other hand, Obadiah said God’s people would be restored.

God said the people of Edom would get what they deserved. “As you 
have done, it will be done to you; what you deserve will return on your 
own head” (Obad. 15). God’s rule is just. The fate of the Edomites might 
as well be ours. But here’s the reality: As you have done, it was done to 
Christ; what you deserve was returned on His head. Jesus is King, and one 
day He will deliver His people from their enemies once and for all.
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 Obadiah the Prophet
Obadiah

Obadiah (oh buh DIGH uh) was a prophet. He listened to God, 
and then he told the people what God said. God had a message for the 
people who lived in Edom (EE duhm). Edom was a country next to 

Judah, where God’s people lived. The people in Edom were 
not friends with God’s people. They did not 

love God and worshiped things that were 
not God.

The people in Edom lived in the 
mountains. They thought, These 

mountains will protect us, and 
we are strong. 

When the army from 
Babylon attacked Judah, 
God’s people needed help. 
Did their neighbors in Edom 
help? No! They just watched. 
Some of them even went into 
Judah and took things that 

did not belong to them.
Obadiah shared God’s 

message for Edom. God said, 
“Listen to Me! I will make you into a 

small nation. You will not be important. 
No one will like you.” 

God also said, “The mountains cannot 
protect you. They cannot keep you safe from My 

punishment.”
Obadiah told the people of Edom that God was going to let their 

enemies attack them and take away everything they had. Even Edom’s 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Point to a 
map: Display the 
“Old Testament 
Mediterranean Map” 
from the Small 
Group Timeline and 
Map Set (005802970). 
Point to Jerusalem 
and mention that 
Jerusalem was 
in Judah. Show 
preschoolers that 
Edom was next to 
Judah. Point to 
Babylon when you 
mention how Babylon 
attacked Judah. Point 
to Edom again when 
you mention how 
God would give the 
Edomites land to His 
people.

• O is for Obadiah: 
Invite preschoolers to 
make an O with their 
arms by clasping 
their hands over their 
heads and rounding 
out their elbows. 
Instruct preschoolers 
to make the O every 
time they hear 
Obadiah’s name in the 
Bible story. 

The BIBLE Story
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 Obadiah the Prophet
Obadiah

Obadiah (oh buh DIGH uh) was a prophet. He listened to God, 
and then he told the people what God said. God had a message for the 
people who lived in Edom (EE duhm). Edom was a country next to 

Judah, where God’s people lived. The people in Edom were 
not friends with God’s people. They did not 

love God and worshiped things that were 
not God.

The people in Edom lived in the 
mountains. They thought, These 

mountains will protect us, and 
we are strong. 

When the army from 
Babylon attacked Judah, 
God’s people needed help. 
Did their neighbors in Edom 
help? No! They just watched. 
Some of them even went into 
Judah and took things that 

did not belong to them.
Obadiah shared God’s 

message for Edom. God said, 
“Listen to Me! I will make you into a 

small nation. You will not be important. 
No one will like you.” 

God also said, “The mountains cannot 
protect you. They cannot keep you safe from My 

punishment.”
Obadiah told the people of Edom that God was going to let their 

enemies attack them and take away everything they had. Even Edom’s 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Point to a 
map: Display the 
“Old Testament 
Mediterranean Map” 
from the Small 
Group Timeline and 
Map Set (005802970). 
Point to Jerusalem 
and mention that 
Jerusalem was 
in Judah. Show 
preschoolers that 
Edom was next to 
Judah. Point to 
Babylon when you 
mention how Babylon 
attacked Judah. Point 
to Edom again when 
you mention how 
God would give the 
Edomites land to His 
people.

• O is for Obadiah: 
Invite preschoolers to 
make an O with their 
arms by clasping 
their hands over their 
heads and rounding 
out their elbows. 
Instruct preschoolers 
to make the O every 
time they hear 
Obadiah’s name in the 
Bible story. 

friends would be mean to them.
God said, “You were mean to My people in Judah. 

When My people needed help, you did not help them. 
You laughed at them and were happy they were in trouble. 
You did the wrong thing, and I will punish you. Every bad 
thing you did to others will be done to you.”

God said that the bad things happening to His people 
in Judah would not last forever. God would help His 
people. “But your punishment will be forever,” God told 
Edom. “You will be destroyed.”

The last part of Obadiah’s message from God was good 
news for God’s people. God said, “My people will have the 
land that belongs to Edom.” Even though the army from 
Babylon took God’s people away from their homes, they 
would not be away forever. God promised to take care of 
His people.

Christ Connection: The people of Edom mistreated God’s 
people. Later, God’s people mistreated His Son, Jesus. Jesus died 
on the cross to be punished for people’s sin. We can trust Jesus to 
make wrong things right.
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Obadiah the Prophet
BIBLE PASSAGE: Obadiah
STORY POINT: God promised to take care of His people.
KEY PASSAGE: Jeremiah 29:11
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How is Jesus the perfect Prophet? God speaks to 

us through Jesus.

Welcome time
Play a theme song in the background as you greet 
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures. 
Set an offering basket near the door to collect at an 
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a 
few favorite theme-related toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
Invite preschoolers to use the key to find and circle the 
items hidden in the picture. 
SAY • Good job finding all the hidden items! All these items 

are things we use to talk to one another. In today’s 
Bible story, God had something to say to the nation 
of Edom. God used His prophet Obadiah to give 
them a message. 

Speak up
Invite preschoolers to sit in a circle on the floor. Choose 
one child to stand up. Whisper a true statement about God 
in the standing child’s ear. Use the following statements or 
create your own. 

• God made the world.
• God saves people.
• God loves you.

• “Great Is Thy 
Faithfulness” song

• offering basket 
• Allergy Alert
• favorite toys related 

to the Bible story 
theme

• “Hidden Pictures” 
activity page, 1 per 
child

• crayons or markers
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• God takes care of us.
• God sent Jesus.
• God wants us to obey Him.
• God protects us.

Lead the child to say that truth aloud to the rest of the 
group. Repeat with each child.
SAY • We told each other messages about God. In our 

Bible story today, a prophet named Obadiah gave 
a message from God to the people who lived in the 
nation of Edom. God also had a message for His 
people. Listen to the story to find out what God said.

Hunt for items in a sand box
Fill a large plastic bin with play sand. Hide a variety of 
items one might find on land such as small stones, pieces 
of bark or small wood sticks, artificial leaves or flowers, 
seashells, small pine cones, seed pods, acorns, small plastic 
animals and insects. Invite children to search for items in 
the sand.
SAY • Today, we will hear a Bible story about a prophet 

named Obadiah. Obadiah gave God’s people a 
message from God. God said His people would 
return to their land and that God would make 
everything right. Listen to what else God said 
through Obadiah in today’s Bible story.

Transition to teach the story
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them 
to Bible study, show the countdown video, turn the lights 
off and on, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy. 
Guide children to skip as they move to Bible study.

• large plastic bin 
• clean, dry play sand
• small nature items 

(small stones, 
pieces of bark or 
small wood sticks, 
artificial leaves and 
flowers, seashells, 
small pine cones, 
seed pods, acorns, 
or small plastic 
animals and insects)

• countdown video 
(optional)
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TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: Obadiah the Prophet
BIBLE PASSAGE: Obadiah
STORY POINT: God promised to take care of His people.
KEY PASSAGE: Jeremiah 29:11
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How is Jesus the perfect Prophet? God speaks to us 

through Jesus.

Introduce the Bible story
Place a bookmark at Obadiah 1 in your Bible. Invite a
preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
SAY • The Bible is a true book. It tells us everything we need 

to know about God. Our Bible story comes from the 
Book of Obadiah in the Old Testament part of the 
Bible. Obadiah is a short book, just one chapter long. 

Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline. 
Remind children that all the stories in the Bible fit together 
to tell an even bigger story. The Bible tells us the big story of 
how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus. 

Watch or tell the Bible story
Show the video or tell the Bible story using the provided 
storytelling tips. Use the bolded version of the Bible story 
for young preschoolers.
SAY • God gave His people a message through the prophet 

Obadiah. God promised to take care of His people. 
God also told the people of Edom that they would be 
punished for mistreating God’s people. Later, God’s 
people mistreated Jesus. Jesus died on the cross to be 
punished for people’s sin. We can trust Jesus to make 
wrong things right.

• Bible 
• bookmark
• Giant Timeline

• Story Point Poster
• “Obadiah the 

Prophet” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster
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Practice the key passage 
Place the key passage marker at Jeremiah 29:11. Invite a 
child to open your Bible to the key passage. Read the key 
passage aloud. Create motions for preschoolers to use as 
they say the key passage. Use the key passage song video for 
inspiration. 
SAY • Our key passage reminds us that God has a plan. 

Obadiah told God’s people that God planned to 
bring them back to their land. God also has a plan 
for us and for our future. When we turn from our sin 
and follow Jesus, we can know our future is good. 

Sing the key passage song, “Jeremiah 29:11,” and the theme 
song, “Great Is Thy Faithfulness.”

Learn the big picture question
SAY • Obadiah was a prophet. God used Obadiah to talk 

to His people and Edom. How is Jesus the perfect 
Prophet? God speaks to us through Jesus. Today, we 
do not need a prophet to hear from God. God speaks 
to us through His own Son, Jesus. 

Missions moment
Show preschoolers the picture of Adoniram Judson.

SAY • This is a missionary named Adoniram Judson. He 
lived a long time ago. He was one of the very first 
missionaries from America. He went to a country 
called Burma, which is now called Myanmar, 
because the people there had never heard of Jesus. 
Missionaries today are still telling the people there 
that God takes care of His people.

Pray and transition to experience the story

• Bible 
• Key Passage Marker 
• Key Passage Poster
• “Jeremiah 29:11” song
• “Great Is Thy 

Faithfulness” song

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• “Adoniram Judson 
Photo” printable
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location if needed. 

EXPERIENCE The Story

SESSION TITLE: Obadiah the Prophet
BIBLE PASSAGE: Obadiah
STORY POINT: God promised to take care of His people.
KEY PASSAGE: Jeremiah 29:11
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How is Jesus the perfect Prophet? God speaks to us 

through Jesus.

Hopscotch the story point
Use painter’s tape or pieces of construction paper to make a 
hopscotch court on the floor. Show children how to hop in 
and out of the boxes. Say the story point as they hop from 
square to square. Encourage them to say the story point 
with you.
SAY • Great hopping! What did we say as you hopped? 

[Wait for a response from the children.] God promised 
to take care of His people. God does promise to take 
care of His people. The people of Edom mistreated 
God’s people, and God punished Edom for what 
they did. Later, God’s people mistreated His Son, 
Jesus, but God did not punish people for their sin, 
Jesus was punished instead. Jesus died on the cross so 
we can be saved from sin. 

Decide what is missing
Lay 5 to 10 different small items on a table. Invite 
preschoolers to examine the items. Cover the items with 
a cloth or piece of paper. Encourage preschoolers to close 
their eyes. While their eyes are closed, quickly remove one 
item and hide the item from view. Guide children to open 
their eyes. Lift the cloth. Encourage them to guess the item 
you took away. Repeat several times. You may choose to add 

• painter’s tape or 
construction paper

• 5-10 items, such as 
a marker, crayon, 
small toy, Bible, toy 
car, block, puzzle 
piece

• cloth or piece of 
paper
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the removed item back or remove all the items one by one.
SAY • When God’s people needed help, Edom did not help 

them. Some of the Edomites even took things that 
belonged to God’s people! God promised to take 
care of His people. Obadiah gave God’s message to 
the people of Edom. God was going to punish them 
for hurting His people. One day, God will send Jesus 
back and make all the wrong things right.

Paint a landscape with a paper bag
Write the words God promised to take care of His people. on 
the bottom of a sheet of white construction paper for each 
preschooler. Place small amounts of brown, green, and tan 
paint on a paper plate. Give children a small paper lunch 
bag and guide them to crumple the bag into a ball. Show 
children how to “sponge” the paint with the crumpled bag 
and press it onto the white construction paper. Encourage 
preschoolers to create a mountain landscape.
SAY • The people in Edom lived in the mountains. They 

thought, These mountains will protect us, and we are 
strong. The mountains may have protected them 
from other people, but they could not protect 
them from God. God promised to take care of 
His people. God’s people would one day return 
their land, and God would give them the land that 
belonged to the Edomites.

Explore a communication center
Print the words: Obadiah, God, Jesus, care, and promise on 
index cards. Set out pencils, markers, paper, envelopes, 
stickers, toy cell phones, a computer keyboard, and/or a toy 
microphone. Encourage preschoolers to pretend to send 

• marker
• white construction 

paper, 1 per child
• brown, tan, and green 

washable paint
• foam plate
• paper lunch bag, 1 

per child

• index cards
• pencils
• markers
• stationery paper, 

envelopes
• stickers
• toy cell phones
• computer keyboard
• toy microphone
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messages to their friends using the paper, cell phones, or 
keyboard.
SAY • Obadiah gave God’s message to His people. God 

promised to take care of His people. Like Obadiah, 
we can tell other people messages about God. We can 
tell them that God will take care of them. We can 
tell them that Jesus died on the cross to be punished 
for our sin. We can tell them they can trust Jesus to 
make wrong things right.

Search for tigers in the jungle
Print the “Tigers” pictures and display them 

around the room. Consider playing jungle sounds from a 
phone or computer if available. Explain that missionary 
Adoniram Judson lived in the jungle in a country called 
Burma and had to watch out for tigers. 

Invite preschoolers to line up and follow you on a search 
for tigers. Give preschoolers flashlights. Dim the lights. 
Walk cautiously around the room. Encourage preschoolers 
to shine a flashlight on a tiger picture when she sees one.  
SAY • Aren’t you glad that we don’t have to watch out for 

tigers when we go home? Missionaries have faced 
some really scary things to tell people about Jesus. 
God promised to take care of His people, and He 
takes cares of His missionaries and us too. Let’s pray 
and ask God to keep the missionaries around the 
world safe. 

• “Tigers” printable
• tape
• flashlights
• jungle sounds sound 

effect (optional)
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Snack and review
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities. 
Wash hands and gather preschoolers for snack time. Pray, 
thanking God for the snack. 

Serve O-shaped cereal for snack. Talk about how 
Obadiah’s name starts with the letter O. God spoke to the 
nation of Edom and His people through Obadiah. God 
promised to take care of His people, but to punish Edom 
for mistreating His people in Judah.

Show the Bible story picture as you ask the following 
questions. Retell parts of the Bible story as needed. 

1. What was Obadiah’s job? (He was a prophet. He 
listened to God. He told people what God said.) 

2. Did Edom help God’s people when Babylon attacked 
them? (No, they just watched. Some took things.)

3. What did God say He would do to Edom? (let their 
enemies take away everything they had)

4. What did God say He would do for His people? (He 
would give them Edom’s land. They would come home 
from Babylon. He would take care of them.)

5. How is Jesus the perfect Prophet? God speaks to us 
through Jesus.

Transition 
When preschoolers finish their snack, they may color the 
Bible story coloring page, play a simple game to practice the 
key passage or big picture question, or sing along to the key 
passage or theme song.

If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell 
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well 
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture 
cards for families.

• countdown video 
(optional) 

• Allergy Alert
• paper cups and 

napkins 
• snack food
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• O-shaped cereal 

(optional)

• Bible Story Coloring 
Page

• crayons 
• Key Passage Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• “Jeremiah 29:11” song
• “Great Is Thy 

Faithfulness” song
• Big Picture Cards 

for Families: Babies, 
Toddlers, and 
Preschoolers
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