Use Week of:

Unit 10 • Session 2

The Ark Was
Captured
BIBLE PASSAGE:
1 Samuel 4–6
STORY POINT: God showed the
Philistines that He is the one true God.
KEY PASSAGE:
Jeremiah 10:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION:
Is anything greater than God? No, God
is greater than everything.

INTRODUCE THE STORY

TEACH THE STORY

EXPERIENCE THE STORY

(15–20 MINUTES)

(10–15 MINUTES)

(20–25 MINUTES)
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Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. For free training and session-bysession help, visit MinistryGrid.com/gospelproject.
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LEADER Bible Study
The ark of God (also called “the ark of the covenant”) was an important
symbol in the lives of God’s people. Not only was the ark the original
container for the Ten Commandments, it symbolized God’s presence
with His people.
In Exodus 25, God gave Moses instructions for creating the ark. It was
made of acacia wood and overlaid with pure gold. God forbade anyone
from touching the ark, so it was carried by two poles. God would speak
to Moses from between two golden cherubim on top of the ark, which
was called the mercy seat. (See Num. 7:89.)
During the time of the judges, the Philistines were a near-constant threat
to Israel. Under Samuel’s leadership, the Israelites went out to fight the
Philistines. But Israel was defeated because of their sin.
The elders of Israel realized that God had allowed their defeat. He hadn’t
fought for them against the Philistines. So they did what seemed logical
to them; they took the ark—the symbol of God’s presence—and carried
it to the battlefield. But the ark was not a good luck charm. Not only
was Israel defeated, the Philistines captured the ark and killed Eli’s sons.
When Eli heard the news, he fell over and died.
Having won the victory, the Philistines concluded that their chief
god, Dagon, was better than the God of Israel. They moved the ark
to Dagon’s temple, where God showed His power over Dagon. (See
1 Sam. 5:1-5.) As the ark moved between Philistine cities, God afflicted
the people and made them sick. The message was clear: No one is like
the Lord. God is greater than everything and everyone.
The Philistines returned the ark, Israel’s reminder that God was with
them. Years later, God gave His people something greater than a sign
that He was with them; God gave them His Son, Jesus—God in the
flesh. One of Jesus’ names is Immanuel, which means “God with us.”
Samuel and King Saul
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The BIBLE Story
The Ark Was Captured
1 Samuel 4–6
The people of Israel and the Philistines did not get along. The
Israelites fought a battle against the Philistines, and the Philistines
won. The Israelites were confused. Why had God allowed them to lose?
The Israelites made a plan to take the ark of God to the
battle. The ark of God was a beautiful box
from the tabernacle that reminded the
people that God was with them.
They thought the ark might help
them win the battle.
Eli’s sons, the priests, took
the ark of the covenant to the
Israelites’ camp. When the
army of Israelites saw the
ark, they shouted with joy.
Surely they would win the
battle now!
The Israelites fought the
battle, but the Philistines won
again! Many Israelites died—
including Eli’s two sons—and
the Philistines captured the ark of
God!
The Philistines took the ark of
God to a temple where they worshiped
Dagon (DAY gahn), a false god. They put the
ark next to a statue of Dagon. The next morning,
the Philistines went into the temple and saw that Dagon’s statue was
facedown in front of the ark. They set the statue back up. The next
day, it was facedown again and its head and hands were broken off.
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God punished the people living in the city where the Bible
Storytelling Tips
ark of God was. God made them really sick. The people
in that city wanted to get rid of the ark. When they moved • Bible in a box:
the ark to another city, everyone in that city got sick. So
Place the Bible and
Bible story picture in
they moved the ark to a third city. Then everyone in that
a decorated shoe box
city got sick as well.
before the session.
The Philistines were afraid. They didn’t want God to
Remove the Bible
and picture to tell
punish them anymore, so they decided to return the ark
the story. Compare
along with gifts of gold to show they were sorry for taking
the decorated box
it. The people hitched two cows to a cart and put the ark
to God’s ark. Mention
that the ark was a
on the cart. The cows moved the ark down the road until
beautiful box where
the ark of God was back with the Israelites, where it
the priests kept
belonged.
some of their most
Christ Connection: The ark of God reminded the Israelites
that God was with them. Many years later God gave His people
something even better to remind them that He was with them.
God sent His Son, Jesus. One of Jesus’ names is Immanuel,
which means “God with us.”

Samuel and King Saul

important things
that reminded them
of God.
• Knock over a
cylinder: Gather a
box and a cylindershaped container
(perhaps a chip or
oatmeal canister). Let
the box represent the
ark of God and the
canister represent
the false god. At the
appropriate time in
the story, move the
box near the canister
and knock it over.
Retell that segment
of the story and
invite children to take
turns knocking it over.
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INTRODUCE the Story
The Ark Was Captured
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Samuel 4–6
STORY POINT: God showed the Philistines that He is the one true God.
KEY PASSAGE: Jeremiah 10:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Is anything greater than God? No, God is greater
than everything.
SESSION TITLE:

Welcome time
• “Greater Than
Anything” song
• offering basket
• Allergy Alert
• favorite toys related
to the Bible story
theme

Play a theme song in the background as you greet
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures.
Set an offering basket near the door to collect at an
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a
few favorite theme-related toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
• “The Ark of God”
activity page, 1 per
child
• crayons or markers

Give each child an activity page and a crayon or marker.
Show a child how to connect the dots to reveal the image of
the ark of God.
SAY • The ark of God was a beautiful box from the
tabernacle that reminded the people that God was
with them. The Israelites thought that if they took
the ark into battle with them, they would win. That
was not a good idea. In today’s true story from the
Old Testament part of the Bible, we will hear about
the battle and what happened to the ark.

Build a box
• blocks
• paper
• marker
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Write the number 10 on a sheet of paper. Roll up the paper.
Guide preschoolers to use blocks to build a box around the
paper. When the box is built, ask a preschooler to remove
the paper, unroll it, and identify the number written on it.
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SAY

• In today’s Bible story, we will hear about the ark of
God. The ark of God was a beautiful box from the
tabernacle. God gave Moses special instructions on
how to make the ark, and the people followed them
exactly. Inside the ark were the two stone tablets on
which God wrote the Ten Commandments. The ark
reminded the people that God was with them. Listen
to what happened to the ark in today’s Bible story.

Outline and fill shapes
Tape an outline of a square, rectangle, and triangle on
the floor. Invite preschoolers to outline each shape with
interlocking blocks, chenille stems, craft sticks, or pompoms. Ask preschoolers to identify which two shapes
resemble a box. Prompt preschoolers to find items in the
room which fit inside each shape.
SAY •When God’s people built the tabernacle, God told
them to make a box covered inside and out with
gold. This beautiful box was called the ark of God.
The ark reminded the Israelites that God was with
them. Only the priests were allowed to move the ark,
and even they could not touch it. They used gold
poles to carry it. In today’s Bible story, the priests
took the ark to a place where God did not want it.
Listen to the Bible story to find out where.

• painter’s tape
• interlocking blocks,
chenille stems, craft
sticks, or pom-poms
• existing classroom
items

Transition to tell the story
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them
• countdown video
(optional)
to Bible study, show the countdown video, turn the lights
off and on, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy.
Invite preschoolers to moo like cows as they move to Bible
study.

Samuel and King Saul

23
© 2019 LifeWay

TEACH the Story
The Ark Was Captured
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Samuel 4–6
STORY POINT: God showed the Philistines that He is the one true God.
KEY PASSAGE: Jeremiah 10:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Is anything greater than God? No, God is greater
than everything.
SESSION TITLE:

Introduce the Bible story
• Bible
• bookmark
• Giant Timeline

Place a bookmark at 1 Samuel 1 in your Bible. Invite a
preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
SAY • The Bible is God’s Word. Everything we read in the
Bible is true. Today’s Bible story is from the Book of
1 Samuel. 1 Samuel is in the Old Testament.
Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline.
Remind children that all the stories in the Bible fit together
to tell an even bigger story. The Bible tells us the big story of
how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

Watch or tell the Bible story
• Story Point Poster
• “The Ark Was
Captured” video
(optional)
• Bible Story Picture
Poster
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Show the video or tell the Bible story using the provided
storytelling tips. Use the bolded version of the Bible story
for young preschoolers.
SAY • The ark of God reminded the people that God was
with them, so the Israelites thought they should
carry the ark into battle. They lost the battle, and the
Philistines captured the ark, but God showed the
Philistines that He is the one true God. They were
ready to send the ark back where it belonged. Today,
we do not need an ark to remind us that God is with
us. God gave us His Son, Jesus. Jesus is Immanuel,
which means “God with us.”
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Practice the key passage
Place the key passage marker at Jeremiah 10:6. Invite a child
to open your Bible to the key passage. Read the key passage
aloud. Print the key passage on a dry erase board. Lead boys
and girls to say the verse aloud, pointing to each word as
you say it. Begin erasing words. Say the verse again, leading
children to say the verse and recall the missing words.
SAY • God showed the Philistines and His people, the
Israelites, that He is like no one else.
Sing the key passage song, “You Are Great,” and the theme
song, “Greater Than Anything.”

• dry erase board
• dry erase markers
• dry eraser
• Key Passage Marker
• Key Passage Poster
• “You Are Great” song
• “Greater Than
Anything” song

Learn the big picture question
SAY

• When the ark was captured, the Philistines quickly
became sorry they had taken it. God showed the
Philistines that He is the one true God when He
punished the people living the city wherever the
ark of God was. The Philistines were afraid of the
Israelites’ great God, so they returned the ark. Is
anything greater than God? No, God is greater
than everything.

• Big Picture Question
Poster

Missions moment
• People live in villages in the Amazon Jungle • “Up a River” missions
video
of South America that are very hard to get to. Kathy,
a missionary to the Amazon, knows the people in
these villages need to hear about Jesus. Watch this
video to see how Kathy trusts in God’s great power to
get the gospel to people in these hard to reach places.
Show the “Up a River” missions video.
SAY

Pray and transition to experience the story

Samuel and King Saul
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EXPERIENCE the Story
The Ark Was Captured
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Samuel 4–6
STORY POINT: God showed the Philistines that He is the one true God.
KEY PASSAGE: Jeremiah 10:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Is anything greater than God? No, God is greater
than everything.
SESSION TITLE:

Sing “My God Is So Big”
• Bible
• Key Passage Marker

Lead preschoolers in singing “My God Is So Big” with the
appropriate motions. If you are unfamiliar with the song
or motions, look them up online before the session. Show
preschoolers the key passage marked in a Bible.
SAY • God made the Philistine’s statue of Dagon fall down
in front of the ark, and God made the people sick
in the Philistine cities where the ark of God was
kept. God showed the Philistines that He is the
one true God. There is no one like our God! Is
anything greater than God? No, God is greater
than everything.

Knock down a match
• “Ark Matching Cards”
printable, 1 copy
• rectangular blocks, 8
• tape
• ball
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Print and cut apart the “Ark Matching Cards.” Tape each
card to a block. Set up the blocks side by side about six
inches apart. Guide a child to roll the ball and knock
over one block. Show the picture that was knocked over,
and retell portions of the Bible story that apply. Look at
the remaining blocks and locate the matching picture.
Challenge a child to roll the ball and knock down the
matching block. Continue talking about the Bible story as
boys and girls continue to set up and knock down blocks.
Talk about this session’s Christ Connection when the blocks
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that picture Jesus are knocked down.
SAY • The Philistines’ statue of their false god fell over
when the Israelites’ ark of God was nearby. God
showed the Philistines that He is the one true
God. They sent the ark back to the Israelites along
with gifts of gold because the Philistines were afraid
of God’s power. Many years later, Jesus lived on earth
as a man. God sent Jesus so we would no longer need
a beautiful box to remind us God is with us.

Paint on metallic paper
Wrap cardboard pieces in sheets of foil. Secure the edges on
the back with tape. Roll up the children’s sleeves and help
them put on smocks. Provide washable paint and cotton
swabs for preschoolers to paint on the foil. Encourage
preschoolers to paint a picture of themselves with Jesus.
SAY • God’s ark was covered inside and out with shiny
gold. It was beautiful. The ark of God reminded
the Israelites that God was with them. Many years
later God gave His people something even better to
remind them that He was with them. God sent His
Son, Jesus. One of Jesus’ names is Immanuel, which
means “God with us.” Is anything greater than
God? No, God is greater than everything.

• cardboard pieces
(8-inches square), 1
per child
• foil sheets
• tape
• smocks
• washable paint
• cotton swabs

Move the ark
Show the Bible story picture poster. Point to the poles that
were attached to the ark of God. Lay foam swim noodles
parallel on the floor about eight inches apart to represent
the poles the priests used to carry God’s ark. Set a large shoe
box on top of the foam noodles to represent the ark. Attach
the shoe box to the noodles with duct tape to represent

Samuel and King Saul

• Bible Story Picture
Poster
• large shoe box
• foam swim noodles, 2
• duct tape
• tape
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the gold rings that held the poles in place. Place a child on
either end of the noodles, and demonstrate how to lift the
poles while keeping the ark from falling. Encourage the
team to walk while holding the poles, moving it from place
to place. Tape a start and finish line on the floor and take
turns moving the ark back and forth.
SAY • The ark reminded the Israelites that God was with
them. Is there anything greater than God? No,
God is greater than everything. God’s people had
seen His power, so they took the ark to the battle.
God wanted the Israelites to trust in Him, not in the
box that reminded them of Him. When we trust in
Jesus, God is always with us. One of Jesus’ names is
Immanuel, which means “God with us.”

Dodge obstacles
Explain that you will call out animal obstacles a
person might run into while trekking through the jungle.
When you say “snake,” preschoolers should jump. When
you say “vulture,” they should crouch and cover their heads.
When you say “tiger,” they should lay still on the ground.
Invite preschoolers to “trek” through the jungle by slowly
walking around the room. Randomly call out the different
animal obstacles. Play as time allows. Consider allowing a
volunteer to call out the animal names.
SAY • In our missions video, we learned about Kathy, a
missionary working along the river in the Amazon
Jungle. Taking the gospel to people living in the
jungle is not always easy for her and her team,
but God’s name is great, He is powerful and He
is making a way for Christians to tell people there
about Jesus Christ!
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Snack and review
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities.
Wash hands and gather preschoolers for snack time. Pray,
thanking God for the snack.
Suggest each child build an ark for snack by using tube
icing to hold sections of graham cracker together. Remark
that the ark reminded the Israelites that God was with
them. Explain that when we trust in Jesus, He is with us.
We do not need a special box to know God is with us.
Show the Bible story picture as you ask the following
questions. Retell parts of the Bible story as needed.
1. What happened to the ark of God when the Israelites
took it into battle? (The Philistines captured it.)
2. What were some things that happened to the
Philistines when they had the ark? (Their statue of
Dagon fell facedown and broke. People got really sick in
the cities where the ark was.)
3. How did the Philistines return the ark of God? (They
put it on a cart behind two cows and sent it back to the
Israelites along with some gifts of gold.)
4. Is anything greater than God? No, God is greater
than everything.

Transition
When preschoolers finish their snack, they may color the
Bible story coloring page, play a simple game to practice the
key passage or big picture question, or sing along to the key
passage or theme song.
If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture
cards for families.

Samuel and King Saul

• countdown video
(optional)
• Allergy Alert
• paper cups and
napkins
• snack food
• Bible Story Picture
Poster
• Big Picture Question
Poster
• graham crackers
(optional)
• icing tubes (optional)

• Bible Story Coloring
Page
• crayons
• Key Passage Poster
• Big Picture Question
Poster
• “You Are Great” song
• “Greater Than
Anything” song
• Big Picture Cards
for Families: Babies,
Toddlers, and
Preschoolers
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