Unit 17 • Session 4

Use Week of:

Unit 17 • Session 4

Zechariah the
Prophet
BIBLE PASSAGE:
Zechariah
STORY POINT:
Zechariah said the Messiah is coming.
KEY PASSAGE:
Jeremiah 29:11
BIG PICTURE QUESTION:
How is Jesus the perfect Prophet? God
speaks to us through Jesus.

INTRODUCE THE STORY

TEACH THE STORY

EXPERIENCE THE STORY

(15–20 MINUTES)

(10–15 MINUTES)

(20–25 MINUTES)
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Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com.
For free training and session-by-session help, visit MinistryGrid.com/gospelproject.
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LEADER Bible Study
Zechariah was a priest who had been born in Babylon. He had returned to
Jerusalem with Zerubbabel. At this time, the prophet Haggai was bringing
God’s message to His people. The Judean exiles were struggling to finish
rebuilding God’s temple. In fact, several years had passed without progress
on the temple when God called Zechariah to prophesy to His people.
Zechariah’s message was twofold: first, look back and remember the past.
Second, look forward and prepare for the future. God wanted His people
to learn from the mistakes of their parents and grandparents who had
ignored the prophets’ warnings. Zechariah set out to encourage the people.
The Book of Zechariah is organized into eight visions, four messages,
and two oracles. The visions Zechariah saw each symbolized something
God would do—such as rebuild Jerusalem, judge Israel’s enemies, and
remove national sin. (See Zech. 1–6.) A couple of years later, God spoke
to Zechariah again. This time, God spoke four messages to respond to a
question the people had about fasting. (Zech. 7:3)

4

In the last six chapters, Zechariah changed the subject to the future of God’s
kingdom. Chapters 9–12 are rich with Messianic prophecy; the words
are quoted often in the New Testament. Compare Zechariah 9:9 with
John 12:15; Zechariah 11:13 with Matthew 27:9; and Zechariah 12:10
with John 19:37.
As you teach preschoolers about Zechariah, emphasize God’s promise:
“A king is coming.” Zechariah’s visions were significant to the reality of
God’s people at that time, but a greater reality awaited. Zechariah pointed
to Jesus, the coming deliverer who would be struck and pierced to take
away sin. God would deal with His people’s enemies. He would cleanse
His people. “They will call on my name, and I will answer them; I will
say, ‘They are my people,’ and they will say, ‘The Lord is our God”
(Zech. 13:9). Under the rule of King Jesus, our future is incredibly bright.

Return to the Land
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Unit 1 • Session 1

The BIBLE Story
Zechariah the Prophet
Zechariah
When God’s people stopped rebuilding God’s temple, God sent
prophets to give His people a message. Zechariah (ZEK uh RIGH uh)
was one of the prophets who told the people what God said.
God said, “Come back to Me, and I will come back to
you.” God wanted His people to remember
Him and put Him first. “Do not be like
your parents and grandparents and
great-grandparents,” God said.
“I sent prophets to tell them to
stop disobeying Me, but they
did not listen.”
One night, God gave
Zechariah more messages for
His people. The messages
came in eight visions—like
dreams, but Zechariah was
awake. Each vision was a new
message that said what God was
going to do.
Zechariah saw a man on a
red horse. The man rode his horse
around the earth. He looked to see
what was happening. Everything was
quiet. God said He was going to punish His
people’s enemies, and the people would finish
building God’s temple.
Then Zechariah saw four horns. God’s people had four enemies.
Zechariah saw four men. The men would win against the enemies.
Then Zechariah saw a man with a rope. He used the rope to measure
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things. The man tried to measure the city of Jerusalem, but Bible
Storytelling Tips
it was too big.
Then Zechariah saw Joshua the priest. Then he saw a • Count on your
golden lampstand and then a flying scroll.
fingers: Use the
Then Zechariah saw a woman in a basket. Then he saw subject headings in
Bible to help you
four chariots. What strange visions! Everything Zechariah anumber
the eight
saw in the visions was a special message from God.
visions in the Bible
God told Zechariah, “Make gold and silver crowns. story script. As
Put them on Joshua the priest.” Joshua looked like a you begin each of
the eight visions,
king, but he was not the special king God planned. God hold up that many
said that the true special king would come one day and fingers. Invite the
preschoolers to hold
bring peace. There would be no more fighting.
up that same number
“Be happy and shout for joy! Your King is coming,” of fingers and to
God said. “He is a good King. He is riding on a donkey.” repeat the number
with you. Use some
excitement in your
voice as you count.

Christ Connection: Zechariah saw that God was going to
help His people and give them a special king. Jesus is the King
who came humbly on a donkey, just like Zechariah said. God • Use props: While
kept His promise to send Jesus. We can trust in Jesus to forgive telling the Bible story,
use blocks, a pillow,
our sins.
and a streamer. When
telling about how
God’s people stopped
building the temple,
build with blocks
and suddenly stop.
When mentioning the
visions, lay your head
on the pillow but keep
your eyes open. Shake
a streamer when
telling about Jesus’
coming.
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INTRODUCE the Story
Zechariah the Prophet
BIBLE PASSAGE: Zechariah
STORY POINT: Zechariah said the Messiah is coming.
KEY PASSAGE: Jeremiah 29:11
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How is Jesus the perfect Prophet? God speaks to
us through Jesus.
SESSION TITLE:

Welcome time
• “Great Is Thy
Faithfulness” song
• offering basket
• Allergy Alert
• favorite toys related
to the Bible story
theme

Play a theme song in the background as you greet
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures.
Set an offering basket near the door to collect at an
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a
few favorite theme-related toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
• “Match the Shadows”
activity page, 1 per
child
• crayons or markers

on is
lect
nd paste
on if

Invite children to draw a line connecting each object to its
shadow.
SAY • Our Bible story today is about God’s prophet named
Zechariah. God gave His message to Zechariah,
and Zechariah gave God’s message to the people.
One of the ways God gave Zechariah His message
was through visions. Visions are like dreams, but
Zechariah was awake. Some of the items on our
activity page were in Zechariah’s visions. We will hear
more in our Bible story.

Find who has the scroll
• copy paper
• scissors (adult use)

Cut a strip of copy paper. Roll up the strip tightly. Invite
children to sit in a circle on the floor. Show them how to
hold their hands behind them. Instruct them to close their
eyes. Tiptoe around the circle and put the tiny “scroll” in a
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child’s hand. Invite the children to open their eyes, keeping
their hands behind their backs. Allow children to take turns
guessing who is holding the scroll. Repeat as time allows.
SAY • In today’s Bible story, God gave the prophet
Zechariah eight visions. A vision is like a dream, but
Zechariah was awake. Each message was a special
message for God’s people. God was letting His
people know what He was going to do. In one of
those visions, Zechariah saw a flying scroll! Listen
to our Bible story to hear what else God showed
Zechariah.

Put items in a basket
Set a basket on a table. Scatter items, such as cut pieces of
• large basket
rope, small plastic horses, miniature baskets, small scrolls,
• tongs
a donkey, and a plastic Jesus figure, beside the basket. Give • various items (cut
pieces of rope,
a child a pair of tongs. Invite her to use the tongs to place
small scrolls made
the items in the basket. When she finishes, encourage her to from paper, smaller
use the tongs to take the items out of the basket and arrange baskets, small
plastic horses, small
them on the table for another child to take a turn.
plastic donkey, small
SAY • Today we will learn about a man named Zechariah.
plastic Jesus figure)
Zechariah was a prophet. Prophets tell people what
God says. God showed Zechariah things like a horse,
a rope, scrolls, and baskets. Each thing Zechariah saw
was a special message from God.

Transition to teach the story
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them
• countdown video
(optional)
to Bible study, show the countdown video, turn the lights
off and on, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy.
Encourage the children to trot like a horse as they move to
Bible study.
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TEACH the Story
Zechariah the Prophet
BIBLE PASSAGE: Zechariah
STORY POINT: Zechariah said the Messiah is coming.
KEY PASSAGE: Jeremiah 29:11
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How is Jesus the perfect Prophet? God speaks to us
through Jesus.
SESSION TITLE:

Introduce the Bible story
• Bible
• bookmark
• Giant Timeline

d

Place a bookmark at Zechariah 1 in your Bible. Invite a
preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
SAY • The Bible is God’s Word. The Bible is true and tells
us about God. Today Bible story is from the Book of
Zechariah. Zechariah was a messenger from God who
listened to God and told the people what God said.
Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline.
Remind children that all the stories in the Bible fit together
to tell an even bigger story. The Bible tells us the big story of
how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

Watch or tell the Bible story
• Story Point Poster
• “Zechariah the
Prophet” video
(optional)
• Bible Story Picture
Poster

Show the video or tell the Bible story using the provided
storytelling tips. Use the bolded version of the Bible story
for young preschoolers.
SAY • Zechariah was a prophet who God sent to give His
people messages. God gave Zechariah visions that
were special messages from God. Zechariah said
the Messiah is coming. This special King would
help His people. Jesus is the King who came humbly
on a donkey, just like Zechariah said. God kept
His promise to send Jesus. We can trust in Jesus to
forgive our sins.
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Practice the key passage
Place the key passage marker at Jeremiah 29:11. Invite a
child to open your Bible to the key passage. Read the verse
aloud. Toss a beach ball or beanbag back and forth with the
children while saying the words of the verse together.
SAY • God gave Zechariah visions about things that would
happen in the future. God had a plan to bring a
special king to help His people. That King is Jesus!
We have a future to look forward to because of Jesus!
Sing the key passage song, “Jeremiah 29:11,” and the theme
song, “Great Is Thy Faithfulness.”

• beach ball or
beanbag
• Bible
• Key Passage Marker
• Key Passage Poster
• “Jeremiah 29:11” song
• “Great Is Thy
Faithfulness” song

Learn the big picture question
SAY

• Zechariah was one of the prophets who told the
people what God said. We no longer need prophets
to tell us what God says because we have Jesus.
How is Jesus the perfect Prophet? God speaks to us
through Jesus.

• Big Picture Question
Poster

Missions moment
SAY • Zechariah said the Messiah is coming.
Today, we tell people that the Messiah has come and
will come again! The Messiah is Jesus! Some people
have never heard about Jesus.
Point to Myanmar (west of Thailand) on a world map.
Then point to where you live.
SAY • Myanmar is very far from where we live. If we left
today, we would still not get there by tomorrow.
Many years ago, Adoniram Judson traveled all the
way to Myanmar to tell the people there about Jesus.

• world map

Pray and transition to experience the story
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EXPERIENCE the Story
Zechariah the Prophet
BIBLE PASSAGE: Zechariah
STORY POINT: Zechariah said the Messiah is coming.
KEY PASSAGE: Jeremiah 29:11
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How is Jesus the perfect Prophet? God speaks to us
through Jesus.
SESSION TITLE:

Go and come back
• painter’s tape

Use painter’s tape to make a triangle on the floor. Stand in
the triangle. Direct the preschoolers to spread out around
the room. When you say “Come back to me,” preschoolers
should come back to you in the triangle. When you say
“Spread out,” preschoolers should spread back out around
the room. Play several rounds. Consider allowing children a
turn at saying come back and spread out.
SAY • God told Zechariah to say to His people, “Come
back to Me, and I will come back to you.” We are
sinners. We do things that make God sad, but when
we do, we can come back to God. We can tell Him
we are sorry. He will always forgive us, not because
we say we are sorry, but because of Jesus. Zechariah
said the Messiah is coming. Jesus is the Messiah
who died on the cross to rescue us from sin.

Sing a song
Lead preschoolers to sing the following lyrics to the tune of
“Oh My Darling Clementine.” If you are unfamiliar with
the tune, look it up online before the session.
“‘Zechariah, Zechariah, tell me, tell me, what you saw.
Zechariah, Zechariah, tell me, tell me, what you saw.’
‘Saw Messiah, saw Messiah, riding on a donkey’s back.
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Saw Messiah, saw Messiah, riding on a donkey’s back.’
‘It was Jesus! It was Jesus! He’s the good King that you
saw!
It was Jesus! It was Jesus! He’s the good King that you
saw!’ ”
SAY • Zechariah said the Messiah is coming. God said,
“Be happy and shout for joy! Your King is coming.
He is a good King. He is riding on a donkey.” Jesus
is the King who came humbly on a donkey, just like
Zechariah said. God kept His promise to send Jesus.
We can trust in Jesus to forgive our sins.

Compare prophecies
Cut two strips of paper from three different colors of paper
to create six bookmarks. Write the following references on
matching paper strips and place them appropriately in six
different Bibles.
• Zechariah 9:9 and John 12:12-15
• Zechariah 11:13 and Matthew 27:9-10
• Zechariah 12:10 and John 19:33-37
Set out the marked Bibles. Invite a preschooler to find
two Bibles with matching bookmarks. Open up each
Bible. Help a child point to a verse. Read the verses. Point
out how the New Testament verses show Jesus fulfilled
Zechariah’s prophecy.
SAY • Long before Jesus was born, Zechariah said the
Messiah is coming. Zechariah saw that God was
going to help His people and give them a special
king. Jesus is the King who came humbly on a
donkey, just like Zechariah said. God kept His
promise to send Jesus. We can trust in Jesus to
forgive our sins.

Return to the Land
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Draw in shaving cream
• smocks
• index cards
• marker
• non-menthol shaving
cream

d

Print the words Zechariah, God, Donkey, King, and Messiah
on index cards. Put on smocks and invite children to sit at
a table. Set the index cards on the table. Read the words
to children pointing to the first letter of each word. Spray
a small mound of non-menthol shaving cream in front of
each child on the tabletop. Show children how to use their
fingers to draw the letters Z, G, D, K, and M in the shaving
cream. Encourage them to also draw scenes from the Bible
story if they wish.
SAY • Zechariah said the Messiah is coming. Zechariah
saw that God was going to help His people and give
them a special king. He would be a good King and
He would bring peace. Jesus is the King who came
humbly on a donkey, just like Zechariah said. God
kept His promise to send Jesus. We can trust in Jesus
to forgive our sins and we can have peace with God
through Him.

Make tea bag gift cards
• index cards or pieces
of heavyweight
paper
• scissors (adult use)
(optional)
• markers
• tea bags
• clear or decorative
tape
• stamp or sticker with
church information
(optional)

Write The Messiah has come. He is Jesus! on index
cards or pieces of heavyweight paper. Invite preschoolers
to decorate a card with markers. Consider providing a
stamp or sticker with your church’s information to place
on the card. Help a child tape a tea bag to his card when he
finishes decorating. Challenge him to give gift to a friend.
SAY • The Karen people love to serve tea to their guests. We
can share the good news about Jesus and some tea
with our cards! Our cards say The Messiah has come.
He is Jesus! Zechariah said the Messiah is coming.
Jesus is the Messiah God promised to send. We can
trust in Jesus to forgive our sins.
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Snack and review
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities.
Wash hands and gather preschoolers for snack time. Pray,
thanking God for the snack.
Serve megaphone-shaped corn chips for snack. Talk
about how a megaphone helps us be heard when we need to
speak loudly. Zechariah said the Messiah is coming and
that He will bring peace to everyone.
Show the Bible story picture as you ask the following
questions. Retell parts of the Bible story as needed.
1. What is the name of the prophet in today’s Bible
story? (Zechariah)
2. What did God want His people to do? (remember
Him and put Him first, obey Him)
3. How many visions did Zechariah have? (eight)
4. What were these visions? (special messages from God)
5. Was Joshua the priest the special king God planned
to send? (no)
6. What would this special king bring? (peace)
7. How is Jesus the perfect Prophet? God speaks to us
through Jesus.

• countdown video
(optional)
• Allergy Alert
• paper cups and
napkins
• snack food
• Bible Story Picture
Poster
• Big Picture Question
Poster
• megaphone-shaped
corn chips (optional)

Transition

• Bible Story Coloring
Page
• crayons
• Key Passage Poster
• Big Picture Question
Poster
• “Jeremiah 29:11” song
• “Great Is Thy
Faithfulness” song
• Big Picture Cards
for Families: Babies,
Toddlers, and
Preschoolers

When preschoolers finish their snack, they may color the
Bible story coloring page, play a simple game to practice the
key passage or big picture question, or sing along to the key
passage or theme song.
If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture
cards for families.
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