
Leaders, grow on the go! Listen to session-by-session training every week on  
Ministry Grid, Apple Podcasts, Spotify, or LifeWay’s Digital Pass:  

ministrygrid.com/gospelproject | gospelproject.com/podcasts

Use Week of:

Unit 28 • Session 1

BIBLE PASSAGE: 
Acts 2

STORY POINT:  
God sent the Holy Spirit just as He 

promised.

KEY PASSAGE: 
2 Peter 1:3

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
How does the Holy Spirit help 

Christians? The Holy Spirit comforts us, 
shows us our sin, and guides us as we live 

for God’s glory.

The Holy Spirit 
Came

INTRODUCE THE STORY
(15–20 MINUTES)

PAGE 10

TEACH THE STORY
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 12

EXPERIENCE THE STORY 
(20–25 MINUTES)

PAGE 14

Unit 28 • Session 1
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LEADER Bible Study
Before Jesus ascended to heaven, He instructed the disciples to go to 
Jerusalem and wait. Jesus promised that the Holy Spirit would come upon 
them. So the disciples went back to Jerusalem, where they waited and 
prayed for 40 days.

The time came for the Jewish festival called Pentecost, or the Feast of 
Weeks. As with the Passover festival, Jews from all over the Roman Empire 
would be at the temple in Jerusalem.

During this festival, the Holy Spirit came to the disciples in Jerusalem. 
They heard a sound like a violent, rushing wind. When the Holy Spirit 
filled Jesus’ followers, they were able to speak in foreign languages. They 
went out into the city and began to preach, and the Jews from all over the 
world were amazed. These men were from Galilee, but they were speaking 
in languages the visitors could understand.

Some of those who heard this thought the disciples were drunk. But Peter 
explained that God had kept His promise to send the Holy Spirit. He 
reminded them of the prophet Joel’s words: “I will pour out my Spirit on 
all humanity” (Joel 2:28).

The disciples told about God’s plan. The Holy Spirit convicted the crowd 
and they asked, “Brothers, what must we do?” Peter told them to repent 
and be baptized in the name of Jesus. That day, three thousand people 
received salvation!

With the Holy Spirit’s help, Jesus’ disciples could share the gospel with the 
entire world. (See Acts 1:8.) God gives the Holy Spirit to everyone who 
trusts in Jesus as Lord and Savior. As you teach preschoolers, emphasize 
that the Holy Spirit gives us power to do God’s work, and He changes us 
to be more like Jesus.
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 The Holy Spirit Came
Acts 2

People came from far away to the city of Jerusalem for the feast of 
Pentecost. Jesus’ disciples were meeting together. All of a sudden, a 
sound like a strong, rushing wind came from heaven and filled the 

whole house. The Holy Spirit filled Jesus’ followers. When 
they started talking, they sounded different. 

They could speak in languages they didn’t 
even know!

Other Jews came to see what 
was going on. They had come 

to Jerusalem from many other 
places, and they spoke different 
languages. But all of them 
could understand what Jesus’ 
disciples were saying!

Peter stood up to talk 
to the crowd. “You saw the 
miracles Jesus did,” he said. 
“God planned for Jesus to die. 

Then God raised Jesus from 
the dead! Now, Jesus is sitting 

beside God in heaven, and He 
sent the Holy Spirit to us.”
Then Peter said, “Jesus is the Lord 

and Messiah! You killed Him on a cross!”
The people knew Peter was telling the 

truth. “What should we do?” they asked.
“Turn away from your sins and be baptized,” Peter said. “God will 

forgive your sins, and you will get the Holy Spirit too.”

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Use sound 
effects: Find sound 
effects for rushing 
wind and a word or 
greeting spoken in a 
couple of different 
languages. Play the 
sounds effects at the 
appropriate moment 
while telling the Bible 
story. 

• Add to the scene: 
Tape a large sheet 
of paper to a wall 
at preschoolers’ eye 
level. In the center, 
draw a group of men 
gathered together. 
The drawing may be 
simple stick figures. 
Point to the men 
when mentioning the 
disciples gathering 
together in the 
Bible story. Add 
more figures to the 
scene as the Bible 
story progresses. 
Emphasize that 
many people became 
followers of Jesus 
that day.

The BIBLE Story
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 The Holy Spirit Came
Acts 2

People came from far away to the city of Jerusalem for the feast of 
Pentecost. Jesus’ disciples were meeting together. All of a sudden, a 
sound like a strong, rushing wind came from heaven and filled the 

whole house. The Holy Spirit filled Jesus’ followers. When 
they started talking, they sounded different. 

They could speak in languages they didn’t 
even know!

Other Jews came to see what 
was going on. They had come 

to Jerusalem from many other 
places, and they spoke different 
languages. But all of them 
could understand what Jesus’ 
disciples were saying!

Peter stood up to talk 
to the crowd. “You saw the 
miracles Jesus did,” he said. 
“God planned for Jesus to die. 

Then God raised Jesus from 
the dead! Now, Jesus is sitting 

beside God in heaven, and He 
sent the Holy Spirit to us.”
Then Peter said, “Jesus is the Lord 

and Messiah! You killed Him on a cross!”
The people knew Peter was telling the 

truth. “What should we do?” they asked.
“Turn away from your sins and be baptized,” Peter said. “God will 

forgive your sins, and you will get the Holy Spirit too.”

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Use sound 
effects: Find sound 
effects for rushing 
wind and a word or 
greeting spoken in a 
couple of different 
languages. Play the 
sounds effects at the 
appropriate moment 
while telling the Bible 
story. 

• Add to the scene: 
Tape a large sheet 
of paper to a wall 
at preschoolers’ eye 
level. In the center, 
draw a group of men 
gathered together. 
The drawing may be 
simple stick figures. 
Point to the men 
when mentioning the 
disciples gathering 
together in the 
Bible story. Add 
more figures to the 
scene as the Bible 
story progresses. 
Emphasize that 
many people became 
followers of Jesus 
that day.

That day, about three thousand people turned away 
from their sins and were baptized. They all believed and 
became followers of Jesus.

Christ Connection: God sent the Holy Spirit just as He 
promised. Now Jesus’ disciples had everything they needed 
to make more followers of Jesus! God gives the Holy Spirit to 
everyone who trusts in Jesus.
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: The Holy Spirit Came
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 2
STORY POINT: God sent the Holy Spirit just as He promised.
KEY PASSAGE: 2 Peter 1:3
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How does the Holy Spirit help Christians? The 

Holy Spirit comforts us, shows us our sin, and guides us as we live for 
God’s glory.

Welcome time
Play a theme song in the background as you greet 
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures. 
Set an offering basket near the door to collect at an 
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a 
few favorite theme-related toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
Invite preschoolers to use the key to find and circle the 
hidden items in the picture. 
SAY • Jesus died on the cross, but God raised Him from 

the dead. Before Jesus went back to heaven, He gave 
His disciples a mission. He said to make followers of 
Him in every place on earth. Listen to today’s Bible 
story to hear who God sent to help the disciples, and 
us, make more followers of Jesus. 

Build a house with blocks
Set out a variety of blocks. Invite preschoolers to work 
together to build a house.
SAY • In today’s Bible story, Jesus had returned to heaven. 

Jesus’ disciples were meeting together. All of a 
sudden, a sound like a strong, rushing wind came 
from heaven and filled the house. Listen to the story 

• “The Good News of 
Christ” song

• offering basket 
• Allergy Alert
• favorite toys related 

to the Bible story 
theme

• “Find the Hidden 
Items” activity page, 
1 per child

• crayons or markers

• blocks
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to hear the more amazing things that happened 
afterward, and how the world changed forever that 
day! 

Experience a windy race
Designate a start and finish line. Place a table tennis ball at 
the start line. Show a child how to wave heavyweight paper 
back and forth to produce wind. Lead her to aim the wind 
and guide the table tennis ball toward the finish line. Play 
until each child has had a turn. 
SAY •  A wonderful thing happened to Peter and Jesus’ 

other disciples in today’s Bible story. They were 
together in a house, when they suddenly heard a 
sound like a rushing wind coming from heaven. 
Listen to the story to hear who came along with the 
wind sound. 

Transition to teach the story
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them 
to Bible study, show the countdown video, turn the lights 
off and on, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy. 
Invite preschoolers to pretend they are walking to the city of 
Jerusalem for a celebration as they move to Bible study. 

• painter’s tape
• table tennis ball
• heavyweight paper

• countdown video 
(optional)
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TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: The Holy Spirit Came
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 2
STORY POINT: God sent the Holy Spirit just as He promised.
KEY PASSAGE: 2 Peter 1:3
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How does the Holy Spirit help Christians? The 

Holy Spirit comforts us, shows us our sin, and guides us as we live for 
God’s glory.

Introduce the Bible story
Place a bookmark at Acts 2 in your Bible. Invite a 
preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
SAY • Today’s Bible story is from the Book of Acts. Acts is in 

the New Testament part of the Bible. After Jesus rose 
from the dead, He spent time with His disciples. Then 
God took Jesus back to heaven. Before Jesus left, He 
promised to send the Holy Spirit to help His disciples.

Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline. 
Remind children that all the stories in the Bible fit together 
to tell an even bigger story. The Bible tells us the big story 
of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus. 

Watch or tell the Bible story
Show the video or tell the Bible story using the provided 
storytelling tips. Use the bolded version of the Bible story 
for young preschoolers.
SAY • After God sent the Holy Spirit just as He 

promised, Jesus’ followers had everything they 
needed to make more followers of Jesus. The Holy 
Spirit helped them to do amazing things! They even 
spoke in languages they did not know, and everyone 
understood what they were saying about Jesus. Many 
people became followers of Jesus that day.

• Bible 
• bookmark
• Giant Timeline

• Story Point Poster
• “The Holy Spirit 

Came” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster
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Practice the key passage 
Place the key passage marker at 2 Peter 1:3. Invite a child 
to open your Bible to the key passage. Read the key passage 
aloud. Create motions for preschoolers to use as they say the 
key passage. Use the key passage song video for inspiration. 
SAY • God wants people to have everything they need to 

live a life that pleases Him, so He sends the Holy 
Spirit to help everyone who is a follower of Jesus.

Sing the key passage song, “His Divine Power,” and the 
theme song, “The Good News of Christ.”

Learn the big picture question
SAY • The Holy Spirit came and gave Jesus’ disciples the 

power they needed to do the mission Jesus had given 
them. The Holy Spirit helps us today too. How does 
the Holy Spirit help Christians? The Holy Spirit 
comforts us, shows us our sin, and guides us as we 
live for God’s glory. God gives the Holy Spirit to 
everyone who trusts in Jesus.

Missions moment
SAY • When the Holy Spirit filled Jesus’ followers, 

they were able to do so much more than they could 
on their own. The Holy Spirit helps missionaries 
make more followers of Jesus. Lottie Moon was a 
missionary who served in China many years ago, but 
people still remember her today. 

Show the “Lottie’s Love” video. Close in prayer for 
missionaries and ask God to use them to make more 
followers of Jesus by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Pray and transition to experience the story

• Bible 
• Key Passage Marker 
• Key Passage Poster
• “His Divine Power 

(2 Peter 1:3)” song
• “The Good News of 

Christ” song

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• “Lottie’s Love” video

Option: If your 
church tells stories 
of Lottie Moon or 
participates in 
the Lottie Moon 
Christmas Offering, 
ask preschoolers 
what they know 
about Lottie Moon.
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EXPERIENCE The Story

SESSION TITLE: The Holy Spirit Came
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 2
STORY POINT: God sent the Holy Spirit just as He promised.
KEY PASSAGE: 2 Peter 1:3
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How does the Holy Spirit help Christians? The 

Holy Spirit comforts us, shows us our sin, and guides us as we live for 
God’s glory.

Sing the story
Guide boys and girls to sing the following lyrics to the tune 
of “Michael Finnegan.” Guide preschoolers to clap, march, 
or act out the lyrics as they sing. 

“ Jesus’ friends were all together (repeat 2x) 
They were in a house 
Sounded like a rushing wind (repeat 2x) 
Holy Spirit filled them 
They could speak a different language (repeat 2x) 
People understood them 
Peter stood and told the people (repeat 2x) 
Jesus is Messiah 
People asked, “What should we do?” (repeat 2x) 
‘Turn from all your sins.’ 
Three thousand people all believed (repeat 2x) 
and they followed Jesus.”

SAY • The Holy Spirit filled Jesus’ disciples and gave 
them power. They even told people about Jesus in 
languages they didn’t know how to speak! God sent 
the Holy Spirit just as He promised to help them 
make more followers of Jesus. God gives the Holy 
Spirit to everyone who trusts in Jesus.
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Play with numbers
Write the numbers 0–9 on several sets of index cards. 
Lead a child to press the numbers on a calculator. Identify 
numbers as buttons are pressed. If available, provide an 
adding machine, abacus, or counting manipulatives for 
preschoolers to use. Arrange numbers on index cards to 
display 3,000. Open a Bible to Acts 2 and point to verse 
41. Tell a child that this is the place in the Bible where we 
read that about 3,000 people became followers of Jesus after 
Peter preached.
SAY • Counting to three thousand would take a long time! 

That’s how many people became followers of Jesus 
the day the Holy Spirit came. Peter told the people 
that God sent Jesus to die, but then God raised Him 
from the dead. Peter told everyone that God sent 
the Holy Spirit just as He promised. The people 
believed and turned away from their sins.

Listen to another language
Invite a guest who speaks another language to visit your 
group. Ask him or her to retell the Bible story in another 
language. Allow time for preschoolers to ask how to say 
different words in the language.  
SAY • God sent the Holy Spirit just as He promised. The 

disciples had everything they needed to make more 
followers of Jesus! When they started talking, the 
disciples could speak in languages they didn’t even 
know! Other Jews came to see what was going on. 
They had come to Jerusalem from many other places, 
and they spoke different languages. But all of them 
could understand what Jesus’ disciples were saying! 
3,000 people believed and followed Jesus that day! 

• Bible 
• index cards
• marker
• calculators
• adding machine 

(optional) 
• abacus (optional)
• counting 

manipulative 
(optional)

• paper
• markers

• guest
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Explore the wind
Print and cut apart the “Wind Pictures.” Arrange the cards 
on a flat surface and play a matching game. Talk about a 
time when the wind blew and invite a child to tell what it 
sounded like. Write segments of the Big Picture Question 
and Answer on several streamers. Arrange streamers and 
read the question and answer to a child. Tape streamers to a 
fan’s finger guard. Turn on the fan and watch the streamers 
blow in the breeze. Imitate the sound the wind makes.
SAY • Hearing the wind reminds me how God sent the 

Holy Spirit to Jesus’ disciples as they met together. 
God still gives the Holy Spirit to everyone who trusts 
in Jesus. How does the Holy Spirit help Christians? 
The Holy Spirit comforts us, shows us our sin, and 
guides us as we live for God’s glory.

Mold a Chinese character
Give each preschooler a “Chinese Character” 

printable. Show a child how to roll play dough into thin 
rolls to lay on top of the character on the page to create a 
dimensional character.  
SAY • When God sent the Holy Spirit just as He 

promised, the disciples were able to speak in 
different languages. This is a character from the 
Chinese language. When Lottie Moon was a 
missionary in China a long time ago, many girls did 
not go to school. Lottie opened a school to teach 
those girls. She taught them how to read and write 
and how to do math. Most importantly, she taught 
them about Jesus. Many children grew up to be 
Christians because Lottie took the time to teach 
them.

• “Wind Pictures” 
printable

• scissors (adult use)
• motorized fan
• streamers or ribbon 

strips
• marker
• tape

Tip: Ensure that 
children maintain a 
safe distance from 
the fan.

• “Chinese Character” 
printable, 1 per child

• play dough
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Snack and review
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities. 
Wash hands and gather preschoolers for snack time. Pray, 
thanking God for the snack. 

Serve pretzel sticks for snacks. Suggest children count the 
number of pretzel sticks they eat. Talk about how God sent 
the Holy Spirit just as He promised. Remind children that 
after Peter preached in the Holy Spirit’s power, about 3,000 
people turned away from their sins and followed Jesus. 

Show the Bible story picture as you ask the following 
questions. Retell parts of the Bible story as needed. 

1. What sound did Jesus’ disciples hear fill the house 
where they were meeting? (a strong, rushing wind) 

2. What happened to Jesus’ followers when they heard 
the sound? (They were filled with the Holy Spirit.)

3. How did the Holy Spirit help them talk to everyone? 
(They were able to speak in different languages.)

4. What did Peter tell the crowd? (God planned for Jesus 
to die and raised Him from the dead.)

5. How does the Holy Spirit help Christians? The 
Holy Spirit comforts us, shows us our sin, and 
guides us as we live for God’s glory.

Transition 
When preschoolers finish their snack, they may color the 
Bible story coloring page, play a simple game to practice the 
key passage or big picture question, or sing along to the key 
passage or theme song.

If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell 
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well 
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture 
cards for families.

• countdown video 
(optional) 

• Allergy Alert
• paper cups and 

napkins 
• snack food
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• pretzel sticks 

(optional)

• Bible Story Coloring 
Page

• crayons 
• Key Passage Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• “His Divine Power 

(2 Peter 1:3)” song
• “The Good News of 

Christ” song
• Big Picture Cards 

for Families: Babies, 
Toddlers, and 
Preschoolers
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