
Leaders, grow on the go! Listen to session-by-session training every week on  
Ministry Grid, Apple Podcasts, Spotify, or LifeWay’s Digital Pass:  

ministrygrid.com/gospelproject | gospelproject.com/podcasts

Use Week of:

Unit 28 • Session 2

INTRODUCE THE STORY
(15–20 MINUTES)
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TEACH THE STORY
(10–15 MINUTES)
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EXPERIENCE THE STORY 
(20–25 MINUTES)
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Unit 28 • Session 2

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
Acts 3–4

STORY POINT:  
Peter healed the man who could not walk.

KEY PASSAGE: 
2 Peter 1:3

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
How does the Holy Spirit help Christians? 
The Holy Spirit comforts us, shows us our 

sin, and guides us as we live for God’s glory.

Peter Healed a 
Man
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LEADER Bible Study
With the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, Jesus’ disciples were 
empowered to carry out Jesus’ mission for them: to take the gospel to all 
the nations. More and more people believed in Jesus. They met together 
at the temple to praise and worship God, and the first church began.

One afternoon, two of Jesus’ disciples—Peter and John—went to the 
temple to pray. They encountered at the gate a man who could not walk. 
Rather than give the man money, Peter gave him something much more 
valuable: immediate physical healing in Jesus’ name.  

As you teach this Bible story to preschoolers, keep three things in 
mind. First, Peter’s healing the beggar was not magic; it was a miracle. 
Beginning in Acts 3:12, Peter responded to the people who were amazed 
at what had happened. “Why are you amazed at this … as though we 
had made him walk by our own power?” The man wasn’t healed because 
Peter was a super-believer. Peter explained that it was by Jesus’ power the 
man was healed.

Second, the man’s healing made him happy and thankful. He entered the 
temple and rejoiced! Consider the wonderful miracle of salvation. We 
are dead in our sin, and God makes us alive in Christ! How we should 
rejoice and give thanks to the Lord!

Finally, Peter and John were bold in their witness. When confronted by 
the religious leaders, they did not shy away. Peter and John preached 
about the salvation found in Jesus. In fact, they said they were “unable to 
stop speaking about what [they had] seen and heard” (Acts 4:20).

The same power that enabled Peter to heal the man who was lame—the 
power of the Holy Spirit—enables believers today to live on mission for 
Jesus. Pray that God would give the preschoolers you teach a willingness 
to be used by Him for His glory and for the fame of Jesus’ name. 
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 Peter Healed a Man
Acts 3–4

One day, Peter and John went to the temple to pray. They saw a 
man sitting by the gate. The man could not walk, so every day his 
friends carried him to the temple. As people went into the temple, the 

man asked them for money since he could not work.
The man asked Peter and John for help. 

Peter said, “Look at us.” The man looked 
at Peter and John. He thought they 

were going to give him money.
“I do not have silver or gold,” 

Peter said. But Peter did have 
something better. “In the 
name of Jesus, get up and 
walk.”

Peter helped the man up. 
The man was healed! His 
feet were strong, and he could 
walk and jump. Then the 
man went into the temple 

with Peter and John, walking, 
leaping, and praising God.

Everyone who saw the man 
was amazed. This was the man who 

could not walk and sat at the gate, but 
now he could walk! How could such a 

wonderful thing happen?
The next day, the religious leaders met together. 

They asked Peter and John, “How did you heal this man?”
Peter was filled with the Holy Spirit and said, “This man was 

healed by the power of Jesus.” Then Peter told the religious leaders 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Tell the story as 
a monologue: 
Invite a man to 
dress in Bible times 
clothing and tell the 
Bible story from the 
perspective of the 
man who was healed.

• Play it out: Assign 
the roles of Peter, 
John, the man who 
could not walk, and 
the religious leaders 
to several children. 
Invite the rest of 
the group to pretend 
to be the people at 
the temple. Lead 
preschoolers to 
play out the Bible 
story several times, 
reassigning roles each 
time. 

The BIBLE Story
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 Peter Healed a Man
Acts 3–4

One day, Peter and John went to the temple to pray. They saw a 
man sitting by the gate. The man could not walk, so every day his 
friends carried him to the temple. As people went into the temple, the 

man asked them for money since he could not work.
The man asked Peter and John for help. 

Peter said, “Look at us.” The man looked 
at Peter and John. He thought they 

were going to give him money.
“I do not have silver or gold,” 

Peter said. But Peter did have 
something better. “In the 
name of Jesus, get up and 
walk.”

Peter helped the man up. 
The man was healed! His 
feet were strong, and he could 
walk and jump. Then the 
man went into the temple 

with Peter and John, walking, 
leaping, and praising God.

Everyone who saw the man 
was amazed. This was the man who 

could not walk and sat at the gate, but 
now he could walk! How could such a 

wonderful thing happen?
The next day, the religious leaders met together. 

They asked Peter and John, “How did you heal this man?”
Peter was filled with the Holy Spirit and said, “This man was 

healed by the power of Jesus.” Then Peter told the religious leaders 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Tell the story as 
a monologue: 
Invite a man to 
dress in Bible times 
clothing and tell the 
Bible story from the 
perspective of the 
man who was healed.

• Play it out: Assign 
the roles of Peter, 
John, the man who 
could not walk, and 
the religious leaders 
to several children. 
Invite the rest of 
the group to pretend 
to be the people at 
the temple. Lead 
preschoolers to 
play out the Bible 
story several times, 
reassigning roles each 
time. 

that Jesus is the most important One of all.
The religious leaders did not know what to say. They 

told Peter and John to be quiet and to stop telling people 
about Jesus.

But Peter and John said, “We cannot keep quiet. We 
must tell people what we have seen and heard.” Peter 
and John met with other believers and prayed that God 
would give them power to be brave and tell people about 
Jesus.

Christ Connection: After Jesus went back to heaven, the 
Holy Spirit gave Jesus’ followers power to begin working. With 
the power of Jesus’ name, Peter healed a man who could not 
walk. The religious leaders could not stop Jesus’ followers from 
telling people the good news about Jesus.
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Peter Healed a Man
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 3–4
STORY POINT: Peter healed the man who could not walk.
KEY PASSAGE: 2 Peter 1:3
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How does the Holy Spirit help Christians? The 

Holy Spirit comforts us, shows us our sin, and guides us as we live for 
God’s glory.

Welcome time
Play a theme song in the background as you greet 
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures. 
Set an offering basket near the door to collect at an 
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a 
few favorite theme-related toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
Invite preschoolers to circle the twelve things that do not 
belong in the picture.
SAY • Peter and John met a man at the temple gate who 

could not walk. The man asked Peter and John 
for help. He wanted money, but Peter gave him 
something better. Listen to the Bible story to hear 
what Peter gave the man.  

Don’t stop talking
Form pairs. Designate one child in each pair as the talker 
and the other child as the listener. Set a timer for one 
minute. Challenge the talker to talk for a full minute. 
Suggest topics to talk about, such as favorite food, pets, a 
time when he or she was sick. After a minute, change roles 
and play again. Form new pairs and continue playing as 
time allows.

• “The Good News of 
Christ” song

• offering basket 
• Allergy Alert
• favorite toys related 

to the Bible story 
theme

• “What Does Not 
Belong?” activity 
page, 1 per child

• crayons or markers

• timer
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SAY • Wow! You all had a lot to say! In today’s Bible story, 
some religious leaders told Peter and John to be quiet 
and stop talking about Jesus. Peter and John told 
the leaders that they could not keep quiet. They had 
to tell people about what they had seen and heard. 
Listen to the story to find out more.  

Decorate and arrange shoe prints
Guide a preschooler to stand on a sheet of construction 
paper. Use a pencil to trace around each of his shoes. Allow 
older preschoolers to try tracing around their own shoes. 
Invite preschoolers to cut out and decorate each shoe shape 
with markers, crayons, or stickers. Work together to arrange 
the shapes into a path. Invite preschoolers to walk carefully 
along the path. 
SAY • Look at our walking path! In today’s Bible story, 

Peter and John saw a man sitting by the gate at the 
temple. The man could not walk. Every day his 
friends carried him to the temple where he asked 
people for money since he could not work. Listen 
to the story to hear what Peter gave the man. What 
Peter gave might surprise you. 

Transition to teach the story
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them 
to Bible study, show the countdown video, turn the lights 
off and on, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy. 
Suggest children alternate between walking and leaping as 
they move to the Bible study area. Consider singing a praise 
song when everyone arrives. 

• construction paper
• pencils
• markers
• crayons
• stickers 
• tape

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Introduce the Bible story
Place a bookmark at Acts 3 in your Bible. Invite a 
preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
SAY • We can know that today’s Bible story really happened 

because everything written in the Bible is true. The 
Bible was written by men who wrote God’s words. 
Today’s Bible story comes from the Book of Acts in 
the New Testament part of the Bible. 

Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline. 
Remind children that all the stories in the Bible fit together 
to tell an even bigger story. The Bible tells us the big story 
of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

Watch or tell the Bible story
Show the video or tell the Bible story using the provided 
storytelling tips. Use the bolded version of the Bible story 
for young preschoolers.
SAY • The man who could not walk was hoping that Peter 

and John would give him some money, but they gave 
him much more. With the power of Jesus’ name, 
Peter healed the man who could not walk. The 
man went into the temple walking, leaping, and 
praising God. No one could stop Jesus’ followers 
from telling people the good news about Jesus.  

• Bible 
• bookmark
• Giant Timeline

• Story Point Poster
• “Peter Healed a Man” 

video (optional)
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster

TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: Peter Healed a Man
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 3–4
STORY POINT: Peter healed the man who could not walk.
KEY PASSAGE: 2 Peter 1:3
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How does the Holy Spirit help Christians? The 

Holy Spirit comforts us, shows us our sin, and guides us as we live for 
God’s glory.
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Practice the key passage 
Place the key passage marker at 2 Peter 1:3. Invite a child 
to open your Bible to the key passage. Read the key passage 
aloud. Before the session, use a fabric marker to print the 
key passage on an elastic bandage wrap and roll it up. Ask 
a child to slowly unroll the bandage, while you read each 
word as it appears. Guide preschoolers to say the verse along 
with you using the motions from the previous session. 
SAY • Peter was able to help the man who could not walk 

because of Jesus’ power. Peter had everything he 
needed to do what God wanted him to do.

Sing the key passage song, “His Divine Power” and the 
theme song, “The Good News of Christ.”

Learn the big picture question
SAY • After God sent the Holy Spirit to fill Jesus’ disciples, 

they had His power in them to do everything He 
wanted them to do. Everyone who trusts in Jesus has 
the Holy Spirit’s power to help them live the life God 
wants them to live. How does the Holy Spirit help 
Christians? The Holy Spirit comforts us, shows us 
our sin, and guides us as we live for God’s glory. 

Missions moment
 SAY • We are learning about a missionary named 

Lottie Moon. She served people in Jesus’ name and 
God did great things through her. Let’s learn more. 

Read the story and show preschoolers the picture. Pray, 
thanking God for the people who chose to follow Jesus 
because of Lottie’s witness.

Pray and transition to experience the story

• Bible 
• Key Passage Marker 
• Key Passage Poster
• “His Divine Power 

(2 Peter 1:3)” song
• “The Good News of 

Christ” song

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• “Lottie Moon Story” 
printable
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EXPERIENCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Peter Healed a Man
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 3–4
STORY POINT: Peter healed the man who could not walk.
KEY PASSAGE: 2 Peter 1:3
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How does the Holy Spirit help Christians? The 

Holy Spirit comforts us, shows us our sin, and guides us as we live for 
God’s glory.

Sing and move
Sing the following lyrics to the tune of “The Wheels on the 
Bus.” Lead boys and girls to perform the movements as they 
sing. 

“ The man at the temple went sit, sit, sit, 
sit, sit, sit, 
sit, sit, sit. 
The man at the temple went sit, sit, sit. 
Jesus’ power healed him.”

In subsequent verses, substitute the following words and 
actions: walk, walk, walk; leap, leap, leap; thank You, God! 
SAY • You sat down, but then you got up and began to 

walk. Then you leapt and said “thank You” to God 
like the man who was healed. Peter healed the man 
who could not walk. Peter told the religious leaders 
that Jesus’ power healed him. The religious leaders 
could not stop Jesus’ followers from telling people 
the good news about Jesus.

Move to the shape
Use painter’s tape to make the outlines of a triangle, 
rectangle, square, and diamond on the floor. One at a time, 
direct children to move to a certain shape either walking, 
leaping, or praising God. 

• painter’s tape
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SAY • You moved to the shapes like the man who was 
healed moved to the temple! After Peter healed the 
man who could not walk, everyone who saw him 
was amazed. The religious leaders wanted Peter and 
John to stop talking about Jesus and helping people, 
but Peter said that they could not stop telling people 
about the good news of Jesus. 

Play out a doctor’s office visit
Set up a play doctor’s office. Invite preschoolers to pretend 
to take one another’s vital signs and record numbers on a 
clipboard. Wrap an arm or leg with an elastic bandage wrap. 
Help a child put on a sling or brace.  Talk about times when 
a child has visited the doctor’s office.
SAY • Doctors help us when we are sick or injured. 

Sometimes they give us medicine that helps us feel 
better. Doctors could not help the man who could 
not walk. He sat by the gate day after day, hoping 
someone would give him money because he could 
not work. When Peter and John saw him, they gave 
the man something more important than money. By 
the power of the Holy Spirit, Peter healed the man 
who could not walk. The man walked and jumped 
all the way to the temple so he could worship God. 

Work a magnet maze 
Print one “Magnet Maze” on heavyweight paper for every 
two children. Cut apart the mazes and the man cutouts. 
Give each child a maze, man cutout, paper clip, and block. 
Help a child tape a paperclip to the back of his man cutout 
and a disc magnet to the end of his block. Show him how 
to lay the man cutout at the beginning of the maze where 

• toy medical kit
• child-safe medical 

supplies (elastic 
bandages, sling, 
brace) 

• clipboard
• paper
• marker

• “Magnet Maze” 
printable, 1 for every 
2 children

• heavyweight paper
• scissors (adult use) 
• paper clip, 1 per child
• block, 1 per child 
• disc magnet, 1 per 

child 
• tape
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Peter and John met the man sitting by the gate. Show the 
child how to move the magnet beneath the maze to move 
the man cutout. Guide the man along the maze toward the 
temple where he went to worship God after he was healed.
SAY • The man was so excited to be healed! He walked and 

leaped all the way to the temple where he praised 
God. The religious leaders heard what happened. 
They wanted to know how Peter and John healed 
the man. Peter said that the power of Jesus healed 
him. People who follow Jesus are called Christians 
and have that same power in them. It’s the power 
of the Holy Spirit! How does the Holy Spirit help 
Christians? The Holy Spirit comforts us, shows us 
our sin, and guides us as we live for God’s glory.

Stand next to Lottie
Measure 4-feet 3-inches from the floor and mark 

the spot on the wall with a piece of tape. Write “Lottie 
Moon” on the tape. Invite preschoolers to stand next to the 
tape mark. Put a piece of tape on the wall with their name 
on it to indicate how tall they are. 
SAY • Lottie Moon was not much taller than you all! Lottie 

was a tiny woman, but she did many big things in 
Jesus’ name. You all are small like Lottie, but God 
can use you to do big things too! God gives us the 
Holy Spirit to give us power to do the work He has 
for us. How does the Holy Spirit help Christians? 
The Holy Spirit comforts us, shows us our sin, and 
guides us as we live for God’s glory.

• tape measure
• painter’s tape
• permanent marker 

(adult use) 
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Snack and review
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities. 
Wash hands and gather preschoolers for snack time. Pray, 
thanking God for the snack. 

Serve carrot and celery sticks for snack. Show a child 
how to hold the vegetable sticks like legs and make them 
walk. Remind preschoolers that with the power of Jesus’ 
name, Peter healed the man who could not walk.

Show the Bible story picture as you ask the following 
questions. Retell parts of the Bible story as needed. 

1. Why did the man who could not walk sit at the gate 
by the temple every day? (to ask people for money)

2. What did Peter do when the man asked for help? 
(Peter healed the man who could not walk.)

3. What did the man do next? (He went into the temple, 
walking, leaping, and praising God.)

4. Did Peter and John agree when the religious leaders 
told them to stop telling people about Jesus? (No, 
they could not be quiet about Jesus.) 

5. How does the Holy Spirit help Christians? The 
Holy Spirit comforts us, shows us our sin, and 
guides us as we live for God’s glory.

Transition 
When preschoolers finish their snack, they may color the 
Bible story coloring page, play a simple game to practice the 
key passage or big picture question, or sing along to the key 
passage or theme song.

If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell 
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well 
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture 
cards for families.

• countdown video 
(optional) 

• Allergy Alert
• paper cups and 

napkins 
• snack food
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• carrot sticks 

(optional)
• celery sticks 

(optional)

• Bible Story Coloring 
Page

• crayons 
• Key Passage Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• “His Divine Power 

(2 Peter 1:3)” song
• “The Good News of 

Christ” song
• Big Picture Cards 

for Families: Babies, 
Toddlers, and 
Preschoolers
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